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EDITORIAL 

The theme for this edition of 
Redigging the Wells was decided in 
March, before the restrictions 
imposed on us due to Covid 19 were 
introduced. At that time, none of us 
considered how far reaching the 
effect of the virus would be upon our 
ministries, our fellowships, and our 
personal lives. The theme now seems 
particularly relevant, the following 
ar t ic les , whi le wr i t ten qui te 
independently of each other, present 
common themes and strands of 
thought, and surely are representative 
of the thoughts, experiences and 
aspirations of many at this time. 

Plans have been thrown into 
disarray, and events planned for the 
days ahead are now on hold. For 
CMFI, this includes the Summer 
Bible Camp in Devon, CMFI 
R e g i o n a l D a y s , t h e A n n u a l 
Conference in early October, and the 
West Africa Conference planned for 
late October in Ghana. For others of 
you, its meant cancellation of church 
events, and ministerial visits and 
missions, and disruption of the day to 
day affairs of church. We have to 
commit all to the Lord, trusting Him 
to meet the needs of His people. 

Wait ing on the Lord, and 
enforced restrictions, when viewed 
Biblically, are never seen negatively 

or as a waste of time. We could 
consider Noah’s year in the ark; 
Joseph’s years in prison; Israel’s 
s o j o u r n i n E g y p t ; D a v i d ’s 
wanderings in mountains and caves;
70 years of exile in Babylon; 400 
years of silence between Old and 
New Testaments; Jesus’ 20 years 
waiting to be about His Father’s 
business; Paul’s imprisonments - and 
his reminder that in every state we 
should learn to be content (Phil. 
4:11,12).  

In the midst of great devastation 
Jeremiah could say, “The LORD is 
good to those who wait for Him, to 
the soul who seeks Him” (Lam. 
3:25). We can be assured that God is 
at work among His people, renewing 
the strength of those who wait for 
Him (Isa. 40:31). David exhorted to 
enquiring of the Lord in the time of 
trouble (Ps. 27:4,5), encouraging us 
to, “Wait on the LORD, be of good 
courage, and He shall strengthen 
your heart” (Ps. 27:14). In writing, it 
occurs to me that there may be some 
big battles ahead for the saints. God 
in grace has granted us this time, let 
us redeem it wisely, waiting and 
enquiring in God’s presence, and 
being prepared and equipped by Him 
for that which lies ahead.  

Paul Sherbird  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NOT FORSAKING THE  ASSEMBLING TOGETHER OF 
OURSELVES  (Heb. 10:25) 

This article is being written 
during the time of lockdown on 
account of CV19. This pestilence has 
made many of us value meetings and 
face to face fellowship in a new  
way, and perhaps we have taken for 
granted what should be very basic 
things. The above verse continues, 
“and even more so as we see the Day 
approaching.” So this message will 
attempt to highlight what a local 
church should be like. My own 
conviction is that the last days true 
church will return to the simplicity 
and practice of the early church. 

There are 2 places in the gospels 
where church is mentioned: 

1. Matthew 16: This is obviously 
the universal church. 

2. Matthew 18: This is obviously 
the local church. 

We learn how the church should 
function from day to day from the 
Acts of the Apostles. There are 3 
initiatory experiences which enable 
us to enter  the church. This involves 
a revelation of who Jesus is 
(Matthew 16, and is the rock on 
which the church is built, not Peter!) 
It is summed up in Acts 2:38: 

1. Repent, and by implication 
receive Christ and be born 
again.  

2. Be baptised (full immersion in 
water). 

3. Receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. It is beyond the scope of 
t h i s a r t i c l e t o show the 
difference between regeneration 
and the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit (which is easily deducible 
both from the gospels and the 
book of Acts).  

These 3 experiences lead into 
something clearly stated in Scripture, 
A c t s 2 : 4 2 - t h e y c o n t i n u e d 
steadfastly in 4 continuing activities: 

1. The apostles’ doctrine. 
2. Fellowship. 
3. Breaking of bread. 
4. Prayers.  

Hebrews 10:25 can only be obeyed 
when we realise the full implications 
of these 4 activities which we will 
examine. Needless to say they will 
involve various kinds of gatherings 
which basically involve the gathered 
assembly and smaller cell units of 
which we could say that house 
groups or cell groups are the modern 
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equivalent. It has rightly been said 
that there were 4 main contributing 
factors to the growth of the early 
church: 

1. Its power.  
2. Its prayer.  
3. Its preaching.  
4. Its programme.  

There are also building blocks for 
church health and growth and these 
could be itemised is this way: 

1. A worshipping church. 
2. A praying church. 
3. A sanctified church.  
4. A working  church. 
5. A learning church. 
6. An evangelistic church. 
7. A separated church. 
8. A sacrificial church. 
9. A loving church.  
10. A believing church. 

  
In my own experience, of 

pastoring for 40 years in a church 
where we were sent by divine 
revelation to restore and build it into 
a Biblical New Testament church, 
these principles work, and we saw a 
700 % growth numerically over that 
period. However, bear in mind that 
we are looking at the ideal church 
and not the perfect church, so if you 
find the perfect church, then leave it 

as you will spoil it! 

Four Continuing Activities of the 
Church 

1) Apostles’ doctrine 
This is not just a rigid set of 

doctrines, but also the process of 
teaching and being taught. This 
would involve the person of Christ, 
His death, burial and resurrection, 
ascension, high priestly ministry, and 
personal return. The ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, holiness, sanctification, 
Christian behaviour, relationships 
etc., and of course this is why we 
have the epistles. Bear in mind the 
early church only had the Old 
Testament (Tanach) until the epistles 
were written, and of course much, 
but not all, in the epistles is 
cor rec t ive . P lease s tudy the 
following scriptures:  

2Tim.3:14-17, v.16 in particular 
is important - all Scripture, (not just 
our favourite passages, and of course 
both Old and New Testaments). 

1Cor. 14:37, what Paul wrote on 
every matter was considered  
conclusive doctrine in the early 
church (2 Peter 3:16 - acknowledged 
by Peter, a leading apostle). The 
modern church, some of which 
berate Paul as being misogynistic 
etc., need to examine the New 
Testament to see the conclusive 
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understanding of the apostles and the 
ear ly church concern ing the 
revelation Paul was given. 

Heb. 6:1-2, here are the 6 
f o u n d a t i o n d o c t r i n e s . F r o m 
repentance through to resurrection 
and judgment. Many Christians have 
little knowledge of these, let alone 
“go on unto perfection.” 

Rom. 6:17 speaks of that form of 
doctrine which was delivered unto 
you. The word for form is like a 
“jelly” mould. Jelly sets in the shape 
of the mould. In the early church 
there was regular, authoritative 
teaching of Scripture. 

Isaiah 5:13 and Hosea 4:6 show 
that God’s people are destroyed 
without the receiving of the 
revelation of God’s Word. It is the 
job of God’s servants to have and 
communicate a real knowledge of 
God’s Word. 

Please note the responsibility of 
the priest in Malachi 2:7. One of the 
marks of Christendom in the last 
days is that they will not endure 
sound doctrine (2Tim. 4:3). We need 
to turn away from the latest fads and 
fancies which are being peddled, and 
return to how the early church 
operated, and what they saw as 
priority. 

2) Fellowship 
The Greek is “koinonia” which 

means a sharing together. This is the 
end purpose of the gospel, not the 
means (see 1Cor. 1:9, 1Jn. 1:3-4). 
This is, 1) Fellowship with God; 2) 
Fellowship with each other. Many 
churches are caught up with 
programmes and projects, with 
means and not ends. Even the way 
we are seated in church reveals a 
deficiency. You cannot fellowship 
with the back of somebody’s neck. 
There are 2 main areas of fellowship 
and these both need a place. In the 
early church, it was: 

1. The temple, which provides a  
large platform, and in the very 
first church was Solomon’s 
Porch. See Acts 3:11, 5:12.  

2. In homes. Later we will see 
“Breaking of Bread” and the 
meeting daily, which certainly 
involved being around a meal 
table. They continued as long as 
possible in an “institutional” 
place of worship wi th 2 
specifications which were: 

a. They didn’t compromise their 
testimony.  

b. They didn’t depend on any 
institution for their spiritual 
life. This may not apply if you 
are in a “live” church (see Acts 
2:44-45 and Acts 4:34-35). 
T h e i r f e l l o w s h i p w a s 
expressed on every level, 
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physical, spiritual, financial, 
mater ia l , e tc . They had 
intimate fellowship with each 
other. 

It is interesting that the situation 
in Jerusalem was unique because in 
less than one generation it was 
desecrated by the Romans. No land 
was owned by Jews. However, I 
submit that special revelation is 
needed for selling everything, but 
perhaps the present unique situation 
demands that we look very closely at 
our possessions and finances, and 
s e e k t o b e d e l i v e r e d f r o m 
materialism. We cannot take it with 
us when we go! It is stated that, 
“none among them lacked” (Acts 
4:34).  

Fellowship is the place of 
spiritual birth (Jn. 3:6). Flesh begets 
flesh, but Spirit begets spirit. Is our 
activity flesh or spirit? If we are not 
in fellowship with God and each 
other then there will be no spiritual 
birth (see Jn. 1:14; Acts 2:1). The 
church was born out of fellowship. 
They spent 10 days together before 
Pentecost. That doesn’t mean they 
always agreed, but it has rightly been 
said that it is easier for flesh in a 
dozen committee meetings than 1 
day’s fellowship. Fellowship is 
definite commitment to each other, 
we cannot back away. Fellowship = 

walking in the light (1Jn. 1:7). When 
fellowship is broken or sin enters 
into a person’s life, then there is no 
fellowship or a withdrawing of 
fellowship, and not how the first 
missionary journey was birthed (see 
Acts 13:1-4). 

  
3) Breaking of bread (The basic 
form of fellowship) 

The Eastern custom was to eat 
with a person and to commit oneself 
in a covenant of loyalty to that 
person. Note Psalm 41:9 and 
compare with Matthew 24:10. The 
Passover involved a meal and so 
breaking of bread involves eating 
together in its fullest form. Judas ate 
with Jesus and then betrayed him, 
hence the scripture just quoted (see 
Acts 2:46-47 and Acts 20:7 when 
Paul was at Troas [Troy]). Loyalty 
and friendship were expressed in 
scripture by a covenant of salt (Lev. 
2:13; Num.18:19), and it is very 
poignant that in Da Vinci’s painting 
of the last Supper, Judas Iscariot is 
seen knocking over the salt pot! (see 
Jn. 13:18). Early church Christianity 
was effective in homes, and these 
became the place of victory, prayer, 
and praise. From this scripture and 
church history we know the early 
church set aside the first day of the 
week to be devoted to the Lord 
(Psalm 118:24 = Resurrection Day). 
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Unbelievers saw them in their 
homes, and not just under a church 
roof. Psalm 41:9 shows there is a 
great deal in eating together. And it is 
highly significant that in Luke 24, 
the Lord Jesus made himself known 
to the two on the Emmaus road in a 
meal and breaking of bread. The 
Lord’s Supper shows loyalty and 
covenant between believers in this 
respect, and in the Old Testament 
there is a covenant of salt (please 
examine this). In 1 Corinthians 11, 
there was severe judgment on taking 
the bread and wine unworthily, and 
we should be careful not to be guilty 
of treason, back stabbing or betrayal. 
We rightly emphasise the vertical 
aspects, but we should also consider 
the horizontal ones as well. In 1 
Corinthians 11:20-21, eating together 
is a natural form of fellowship, as 
distinct from taking the Lord’s 
supper and is also referred to in Jude 
v.12, love feasts or in modern jargon 
“pot luck” meals where we all share 
together. In my experience, some of 
the best times of fellowship were 
around “fellowship meals”, which in 
my view should be a regular part of 
church life culminating in the Lord’s 
Supper. 

  
4) Prayer 

Being instructed is the first need, 
and prayer is the primary ministry 

after instruction. There is hardly a 
chapter in Acts where prayer of some 
sort does not take place. 1 Timothy 
2:1 states, “first of all,” and so prayer 
is a major part of knowing “how to 
behave ourselves in the church of 
God” (1Tim. 3:15). Isaiah 56:7 states 
that the house of God should be a 
house of prayer for all nations. If the 
church were fulfilling this function, 
our relationship with the world 
would be very different. If we pray 
enough for people, they will begin to 
respond to us. Prayer must come 
before preaching to the unconverted. 
Our job is to pray together and 
Matthew 18:18-20 shows that, “if  
two agree [i.e. harmonise] in prayer 
on earth as touching anything that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of My Father which is in 
heaven.” The harmony is dependent 
on the Holy Spirit and His agenda. 
This leads on to 2 or 3 gathered  
(being gathered) in His name. All of 
this comes out of fellowship, and 
also unity which was a hallmark of 
the early church, and the fruit of true 
fellowship. Note the phrase “in one 
accord” in Acts. Also how quickly 
God judged that which marred 
fellowship (e.g. Acts 5, Ananias and 
Sapphira). 

Finally, please note the power of 
prayer in the early church:  
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• Acts 1:14, In the upper room 
praying for the Holy Spirit to 
come. 

• Acts 1:15-26, praying for a 
successor to Judas. 

• Acts 3:1, prayer as a disciplined 
observance. 

• Acts 4 :23-31, prayer for 
boldness in witness. 

• Acts 6:4-7, prayer joined with 
ministry of the Word. 

• Acts 8:9-25, prayer for the 
Samaritans to receive the Holy 
Spirit. 

• Acts 16:13,16, prayer at the 
riverside. 

• Acts 12:5, the power of united 
corporate prayer. 

• Acts 13;2,3, the prayer of 
ordination in sending out 
workers. 

• Acts 20:36, the prayer of 
committal. 

In these serious days, may we all 
begin to appreciate once again the 
important things in church life, and 
allow the present crisis to prepare us 
to experience them in a new way. We 
will explore all the above 4 in more 
detail later. 

John Angliss  

 

FELLOWSHIP 

When I first trained for pastoral 
ministry, I was taught that it was 
never my job to encourage a 
‘member’ to leave their church (I 
suspect back then, for fear of being 
accused of sheep rustling!). To this 
day I hold great s tore in 1 
Corinthians 12:18, which informs us 
that God sets each member in the 
body just as He pleased. Therefore, 
who am I, or anyone else other than 
the Holy Spirit, to convict someone 
of the need to leave the fellowship in 
which God placed them. (Although 
this assumes that they joined under 

the leading of the Holy Spirit in the 
first place, rather than for other 
personal reasons - and you would be 
surprised at some of the bizarre 
excuses I have heard as to why 
particular individuals joined certain 
churches when they did). 

Whereas I still hold firm to that 
teaching, nevertheless I find myself 
increasingly engaged in conversation 
with those seeking advice regarding 
whether they should remain or break 
fellowship with their existing 
churches. Moreover, I find myself 
suggesting with some regularity that 
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perhaps now is the time to move on. 
Not that this is contrary to my 
teaching, you understand. Rather a 
realisation that by the time someone 
has come to me with their concerns, 
they have most probably done so 
under conviction from the Holy 
Spirit. Of course, and assuming they 
have first taken every correct 
Biblical step to resolve resolvable 
matters and talk lovingly through 
their “issues”, there is always the 
matter of how one leaves, for there is 
undoubtably a right way and a wrong 
way to do so.   

And so, due to an entirely 
d i f f e r e n t s e t o f p r e v a i l i n g 
circumstances than when I first 
began my training, I do indeed find 
myself confirming to those who 
believe they are being led out of their 
existing churches as those churches 
fall deeper in to error, that they 
should heed the prompting of the 
Spirit and leave … But that is 
certainly not the end of my advice! 
The question arises, where and with 
whom will they find fellowship if 
and when they leave? Because sadly, 
too many have taken themselves out 
of fellowship all together. But, to 
forgo fellowship, is to forgo one of 
the fundamental purposes of church. 

It is truly a mission of the church 
to sustain a fellowship of believers. 
Not necessarily that which some 

confuse for fellowship, but true 
Christian fellowship, of which I will 
write more; because as we note from 
Acts 2:42, the early church was rich 
in fellowship: 

And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  

The same passage in Acts goes on to 
define fellowship for us, when it says 
in verse 44: 

Now all who believed were together, 
and had all things in common. 

However, sadly, the Biblical word 
fellowship is often misunderstood 
and misapplied. In terms such as 
“fellowship circle”, “fellowship 
hall”, and “fellowship afternoon” the 
meaning of fellowship is related 
usually to games, dining and social 
interaction. Not that there is anything 
wrong with any of these when they 
conform to Biblical ethics. Indeed, 
one of the things I particularly enjoy 
about my own church fellowship, is 
the eagerness for social interaction 
among its members, and such ‘get-
togethers’ are useful to the life of the 
church.  

However, when we reserve the 
Biblical word ‘fellowship’ only to 
refer to such times, we sadly reduce 
our concept of fellowship. Here are 
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just a few examples of the Biblical 
use of the word ‘fellowship’ and the 
great importance attached to it: 

Acceptance into the body:  
… and when James, Cephas, and 
John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that had been 
given to me, they gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship 
… (Gal. 2:9). 

Participation in the body:  
… and to make all see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the ages has 
been hidden in God who created all 
things through Jesus Christ; (Eph. 
3:9). 

Participation in salvation:   
I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you, always in every 
prayer of mine making request for 
you all with joy, for your fellowship 
in the gospel from the first day until 
now (Phil. 1:3-5). 

Participation in the unity which 
the Spirit effects:  

Therefore if there is any consolation 
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any affection and mercy, fulfil my 
joy by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind (Phil 2:1-2). 

Participation in ministering to the 
Saints:  

For I bear witness that according 
t o t h e i r a b i l i t y , y e s , a n d 
beyond their ability, they were freely 
willing,  imploring us with much 
urgency that we would receive the 
gift and the fellowship of the 
ministering to the saints (2 Cor 
8:3-4). 

Perhaps the Apostle John, in his 
first letter, summarises the clearest 
applications of fellowship: 

That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, concerning the Word 
of life — the life was manifested, and 
we have seen, and bear witness, and 
declare to you that eternal life which 
was with the Father and was 
manifested to us— that which we 
have seen and heard we declare to 
you, that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and 
with His Son Jesus Christ. And these 
things we write to you that your joy 
may be full. This is the message 
which we have heard from Him and 
declare to you, that God is light and 
in Him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with Him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. But if we walk 
in the light as He is in the light, we 
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have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin (1Jn. 1:1-7). 

Fellowship is first of all, having a 
common relationship to the Father 
and the Son in the body of Christ, 
where we are united by the Spirit in 
bonds of love, unity and singularity 
of purpose. It is not something to be 
confused with simply ‘meeting up 
together’ from time to time, nor 
taken so lightly that we ever should 
‘feel’ we can do without it. 

If we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, acceptance in the body, 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e b o d y, 
participation in salvation, unity in the 
Spirit, a singularity of purpose and 
the ability to minister to the saints 
and be ministered to by them. And, it 
is truly a mission of the Church to 
sustain a fellowship of believers in 
all these things. 

When the world emerges from 
lockdown, however different things 
may seem, whatever technology has 
been presented, wherever we meet, 
whether in small groups, homes, 
village halls, or church buildings, we 
each have a responsibility to 
maintain fellowship. And to those 
who have left church fellowships and 
feel isolated, please, please, search 
out and find fellow believers with 
whom you have all things in 
common and … 

Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful. And let us 
consider one another in order to stir 
up love and good works, not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and so 
much the more as you see the Day 
approaching (Heb. 10:23-25). 

Ian Huxham 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PSALM 133 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
For brethren to dwell together in unity 

It is like the precious oil upon the beard, 
Running down on the beard, the beard of Aaron, 

Running down on the edge of his garments. 
It is like the dew of Hermon,  

Descending upon the mountains of Zion; 
For there the LORD commanded the blessing - Life forevermore.



A BIBLICAL SENSE OF URGENCY 

The past four months have 
ushered in a crisis like nothing else 
we’ve seen in recent history. To be 
certain, September 11, 2001, was a 
day that will continue to influence 
our way of life for the foreseeable 
future. As horrific as that event was, 
the coronavirus (Covid-19) is equally 
consequential in scope and may 
prove to be even more momentous 
because it has literally altered every 
aspect of society and daily life. As 
believers and ministers of the gospel, 
we need to understand what the 
Bible says regarding events that 
Jesus warned about, and we need to 
consider how to prepare our flocks to 
walk circumspectly in a time when 
fellowship and faith are being 
compromised, 

Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near (Heb. 
10:23-25). 

Compromise is a word I don’t use 
lightly, but it is exactly what a 
growing number of believers and 

even leaders are doing regarding 
fellowship and the gospel. This is 
nothing new and many of us have 
noted these conditions as we write 
and preach about the growing 
defection from the faith that will 
ultimately lead to widespread global 
apostasy, 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in 
later times some will depart from the 
faith by devoting themselves to 
deceitful spirits and teachings of 
demons, through the insincerity of 
liars whose consciences are seared, 
who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God 
c rea ted to be rece ived wi th 
thanksgiving by those who believe 
and know the truth (1 Tim. 4:1-4).  

While compromise isn’t new, it can 
become increas ingly hard to 
recognize by those who place little 
emphasis on meeting together and 
the study of God’s word. In fact, 
compromised faith can be mistaken 
for the real thing because it has just 
enough spiritual authenticity to 
deceive many people into believing a 
lie, 

But I am afraid that as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a 
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sincere and pure devotion to Christ 
(2Cor. 11:3). 

Our enemy is crafty and the word 
of God reminds us as we approach 
the second coming of Jesus, great 
signs and wonders will occur through 
false prophets and if it were possible, 
even the elect would be deceived. 
I’m so thankful for the grace of God, 

For false christs and false prophets 
will arise and perform great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect (Matt. 24:24).  

So, how do we protect ourselves 
from the widespread deception Jesus 
said was coming and is increasing 
daily? We immerse ourselves into 
l i ke -minded Chr i s t - hono r ing 
fellowship with other believers and 
remain grounded in the eternal truths 
of the Bible,  

… not neglecting to meet together, as 
is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day drawing near (Heb. 
10:25). 

The writer of Hebrews makes it clear 
that if you are a discerning Christian, 
you will prioritize meeting together 
for encouragement and exhortation 
toward love and good works. Where 
does discernment come in? We are 

told to meet together and stir up one 
another all the more, as we see the 
Day approaching. This exhortation in 
light of the nearness of our Lord’s 
return can’t be understated because a 
discerning believer will recognize 
the very same conditions Jesus 
warned about, and know that time is 
short. This is no time for apathy or 
compromise. Our lamps should 
always remain full,  

For when the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them, 
but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps (Matt. 25:3-4). 

Obviously, we have a biblical 
mandate to meet together for 
fellowship. As a CMFI member and 
Chr is t ian brother, I want to 
encourage you that this fellowship is 
very integral to our living out 
Hebrews 10:23-25. The fellowship 
doesn’t end there because I’ve come 
to know many of you and your 
ministries, and even those not 
directly connected with us because of 
our common bond in Christ. I know 
we’re all busy and many of us have 
home churches and ministries that 
correlate into multiple roles, duties, 
and people to shepherd. But please 
let me encourage you to make it a 
point to reach out to other brethren 
for fellowship, discipleship, and 
encouragement. Even if it is just a 
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quick email, letter, phone call, Zoom 
meeting, or FaceTime, it will be such 
a blessing to others and will go a 
long way toward stirring up one 
another to love and good works. 

T h e r e i s a n o t h e r s i d e t o 
fellowship and meeting together and 
it is what I want to focus on in light 
of the recent events surrounding 
coronavirus. I’ve listened very 
carefully to solid biblical teaching 
from fellow preachers in the past few 
weeks and there is a consensus 
regarding the spiritual condition of 
our world in light of Bible prophecy. 
The current events surrounding 
coronavirus and its global impact are 
also serving as a reminder that, just 
as God has a faithful remnant church, 
there is an increasing number of 
people who name the name of Jesus 
but are being led astray into 
compromise and apostasy,  

Pay careful attention to yourselves 
and to all the flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to care for the church of God, which 
he obtained with his own blood. I 
know that after my departure fierce 
wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among 
your own selves will arise men 
speaking twisted things, to draw 
away the disciples after them (Acts 
20:28-30).  

Just as there is authentic biblical 
unity among the remnant church 
rooted in the centrality of Christ and 
sound doctrine, there is also a 
convergence among those who are 
deceiving and being deceived based 
on unity at all costs and false 
doctrine. Looking at ‘Christian 
media’, celebrity pastors, and 
popular ministries that mimic the 
world’s methods, you will observe a 
consensus among them as well. The 
commonality is that they are 
focussed on their kingdom, not 
God’s. It’s quite a racket because, on 
the surface, they are involved in 
ministry activities that masquerade 
as Christianity. In reality, they build 
their programs that lead many people 
away from the faith that was once for 
all delivered to the saints. This false 
unity is increasingly obvious during 
the current pandemic because of the 
overtly ecumenical move toward 
putting our doctrinal differences 
aside and coming together for the 
common good. They will use 
religious words like church, gospel, 
and love to authenticate their 
spiritual deception. Often, this unity 
pays in dividends of increased 
numbers, respect, and a sense of 
belonging. 

Here is what one preacher said 
regarding fellowship in Christ vs. 
unity,  
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“One hundred worshippers looking to 
Christ are nearer in heart than they 
could possibly be, were they to 
become ‘unity’ conscious and turn 
their eyes away from God to strive 
for closer fellowship” (A.W. Tozer). 

Friends, anytime there is unity for 
the sake of the greater good and 
togetherness at all costs, instead of 
God’s glory, we are at Babel, 

Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city and a tower with its 
top in the heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves, lest we be 
dispersed over the face of the whole 
earth” (Gen. 11:4). 

Please understand I’m glad that 
people are being fed, churches are 
distributing protective masks, and 
tangible acts of human kindness are 
happening because true Christians 
should care for others. But the unity 
that’s becoming prevalent in the 
evangelical world, especially here in 
America, is based on a different 
gospel, albeit cloaked in religious 
programs and platitudes. False unity 
is exemplified by the head of the 
largest denomination in the US 
compromising biblical doctrine 
regarding homosexuality, the church 
preoccupied with social justice 
instead of heart change, and popular 

evangelical preachers wading into 
Roman Catholicism instead of 
warning people about it. This isn’t 
the kind of fellowship and unity the 
Bible commands, rather it’s an 
ecumenical movement leading 
toward apostasy. 

The imperative to not neglect 
meeting together as believers in 
Hebrews 10:25 should give believers 
a sense of biblical urgency because 
it’s bolstered by discerning the 
nearness of Jesus’ return. The phrase, 
“As you see the Day approaching,” is 
meant to remind believers that we 
must make gathering together a 
priority as we discern the times we 
live in. Fellowship among the saints 
i s o f u t m o s t i m p o r t a n c e - 
discipleship, accountability, and 
encouragement stir up one another to 
love and good works in light of the 
Lord’s return. This is exactly where a 
mass divergence is taking place in 
the church. It’s no coincidence that 
those who teach and preach sound 
end-time Bible prophecy with 
regularity place an emphasis on 
evangelism, discipleship, and holy 
living.  

Since all these things are thus to be 
dissolved, what sort of people ought 
you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be 
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set on fire and dissolved, and the 
heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn! (2Pet. 3:11,12). 

Conversely, when Bible prophecy is 
ignored or worse, maligned by 
Christian leaders, what follows is 
fellowship and unity based on a 
different gospel, 

But false prophets also arose among 
the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, 
even denying the Master who bought 
them, bringing upon themselves swift 
destruction. And many will follow 
their sensuality, and because of them, 
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 
And in their greed, they will exploit 
you wi th fa lse words . Their 
condemnation from long ago is not 
idle, and their destruction is not 
asleep (2 Pet. 2:1-3). 

I wrote an article a few weeks ago 
and explained that, 

“Coronavirus may come and go. I 
don’t know if it is one of the end-
time pestilences Jesus warned would 
come, but I have no reason to believe 
it isn’t one. Although we certainly 
aren’t in the Tribulation as some 
conjecture, we may very well be 
approaching the birth pains and 
beginning of sorrows Jesus warned 
about as these events are increasing 
in frequency and severity like never 

before.” 
I just can’t imagine fellowship 

that’s based upon mega-church 
programs and head in the sand type 
of worldly optimism, all the while 
failing to warn people about the 
wrath to come, especially in light of 
recent events. I was hoping that we 
would see the emphasis taken off of 
men and methods and placed on 
proclaiming the gospel with a 
renewed sense of urgency. I believe 
as spiritual deception increases, so 
will the divide between those who 
fellowship based on the gospel and 
others who base fellowship on an 
ecumenical purpose-driven type of 
false gospel,  

Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do 
not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you, filling 
you with vain hopes. They speak 
visions of their own minds, not from 
the mouth of the LORD. They say 
continually to those who despise the 
word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well 
with you’; and to everyone who 
stubbornly follows his own heart, 
they say, ‘No disaster shall come 
upon you’” (Jer. 23:16-17). 

I expect that as we contend for 
the faith and base our fellowship in 
the centrality of Jesus, we will see 
growing disdain for the truth, even 
among those who profess to teach it. 
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Those of us who lovingly teach that 
God’s righteous judgment is coming 
and warn people to repent will be 
r id iculed and mal igned. The 
temptation to compromise our 
message is always at the door 
because it comes via the preachers 
and prophets that Jeremiah warned 
about, albeit in our time. If you 
preach repentance, you are labeled 
out of touch. If you warn about the 
wrath to come, you are fear-
mongering. If you confront false 
doctrine, you are called divisive. If 
you teach end-time Bible prophecy, 
you are distracting people and 
irrelevant. This divergence among 
professing Christians and especially 
preachers and teachers is growing 
more pronounced by the day. I was 
reading an old favorite book by 
David Wilkerson from 1976 called, 
“Racing Toward Judgment,” in it, he 
refers to slumbering shepherds as, 
“Prophets of the positive.” Not much 
has changed in forty years, in fact, 
this type of unbiblical optimism has 
only increased exponentially, and we 
are that much closer to the wrath of 
God falling on an unrepentant world. 

Dear friends, it is the Holy Spirit 
who gives the discernment to 

understand the times we live in, and 
gives us the will to fellowship 
together especially as we see the Day 
approaching. Let’s stand firm in our 
proclamation of the gospel and in 
true Biblical unity based on the 
gospel of Christ alone. Even in these 
days of social distancing, we must be 
deliberate about fellowship because 
none of us can stand alone, we need 
like-minded, Spirit-led brethren to 
stir one another up in the love of 
Jesus and Spirit-led discernment, 

And it is my prayer that your love 
may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, so 
that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, filled 
with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God (Phil. 
1:9-11).  

Please reach out to other CMFI 
members in fellowship using 
whatever method you can because 
we can certainly see the Day 
approaching. Maranatha! 

Every blessing in our Lord Jesus, 
Howard Green; CMFI, USA. 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APPRECIATING LOCAL CHURCH 

As I am writing this we are in the 
midst of a worldwide lockdown due 
to Covid-19. Restrictions are in place 
on our movements, and this has had 
a big effect on church life and 
ministry. It is a difficult time, and we 
wonder at what God is doing through 
it all, and theories abound, some 
more reasonable and believable than 
others! I do believe it is important 
that the Lord’s people see the 
positives in the current situation, and 
d o n o t g e t d o w n c a s t a n d 
downhearted, to remember that all 
things do work for good to those who 
love the Lord, and seek to see things 
from a heavenly and eternal 
perspective. From Noah in Genesis 
to John in Revelation, the saints of 
God have faced various restrictions, 
but in it all we can see the hand of 
God, and His eternal purposes being 
worked out - we can certainly 
believe He is doing the same in the 
current temporary restrictions on our 
freedoms. 

Search me, O God 
One thing I do believe the Lord is 

doing through this time is to give His 
people a period of re-evaluation of 
their spiritual lives, and of their walk 
before Him. This is a time to ask the 
Lord to search us out, and to 

prayerfully examine, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit, if all we have been 
doing and seeking to do is truly of 
Him, and in so doing to come out of 
th is per iod wi th a renewed, 
refreshed, and perhaps changed 
outlook on our service to Him, to 
have cast off those things which are 
not being done under His guidance 
and for His name’s sake and glory, 
and with a new understanding of His 
plan and purpose for our lives. 
Remember, 

There are many plans in a man’s 
heart, nevertheless, the counsel of the 
LORD, that will stand (Prov. 19:21). 

The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the LORD, and He delights in his 
way (Ps. 37:23). 

It may well be that over the years, 
many of us (particularly in the 
affluent west) have been guilty of 
planning our own steps and using our 
own resources to bring our plans into 
being, and without actual, careful 
and diligent seeking of the Lord’s 
guidance and approval for our 
efforts. Such deeds while they may 
outwardly appear worthy and 
valuable, are of no pleasure to the 
Lord. Such was the condition of the 
church at Sardis, on which the Lord 
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commented, “I know your works, 
that you have a name that you are 
alive, but you are dead … I  have not 
found your works perfect before 
God” (Rev. 3:1,2). 

Missing Church? 
One area of our lives which may 

well need re-evaluating is the place 
our local fellowships hold in our 
appreciation and understanding of 
church with regards to ministry, 
worship, and service.  The old 
saying, “You don’t know what you 
have till its gone” has some 
relevance to us, as huge numbers of 
Christians are left bereft of their 
normal means of ministry, worship 
and fellowship. But, I want to ask, 
how many truly appreciate and 
understand the place their local 
fellowship should hold in their lives? 
I have long been concerned that local 
fellowship has been usurped by 
internet ministries that globally find 
their way into the homes of 
thousands. Perhaps many of you, like 
me, know of believing brothers and 
sisters for whom the internet has 
become their church, and they rarely, 
if ever attend meetings where they 
meet with other believers in person. 
For others, Sunday or mid-week 
Bible study and prayer meetings, 
while attended,  have become 
secondary, and subservient to what is 

p e r c e i v e d t o b e t h e m o r e 
authoritative and valuable ministry 
of a favoured online ministry. These 
folks can often be identified by their 
actions and comments: There will be 
a lack of interest and involvement in 
local church activities;  no looking to 
the church eldership for counsel; at 
the end of a meeting the pastor may 
be presented with cd’s or a book 
from a particular ministry along with 
a comment such as, “You need to 
take note of this”; at other times the 
pastor is told that his teaching is not 
in accord with a certain ministry, and 
therefore he must be in the wrong; 
they tend to be loners and fault-
finders, never able to “fit-in” and 
seemingly unable to settle in any 
fellowship. 

In expressing these things, I am in 
no way decrying genuine itinerant 
and international ministries which 
are part of God’s blessing for the 
church, nor am I saying that the 
leaders of local church fellowships 
are not accountable for their 
teachings and conduct, but I do 
believe there needs to be an 
awareness of the dangers of 
sectarianism, and of a belittling of 
the importance and place of the local 
fellowship in Christian life. These 
things have been a danger for the 
church from its early days (cf. 1Cor. 
3), and which now in our times have 
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become exacerbated by the easy 
availability of online resources. In 
this respect I can see two possible 
outcomes to the present lockdowns, 
i) we may see a further degrading of 
local fellowships as more believers 
turn to the internet for spiritual 
nourishment and become accustomed 
to its use, or ii) we may see a 
renewed appreciation of, and 
dedication to the local fellowship 
following on from the realisation of 
how much it has been missed - “you 
don’t know what you have till its 
gone.” My hope and prayer is that 
the latter will prove to be true. 

Itinerant Ministries and Local 
Ministries 

The New Testament shows us 
clearly that both itinerant and local 
ministry were normal and expected 
practice in the early church. The 
apostles went from place to place, 
preached the gospel, gathered 
believers together, instructed the new 
believers in the way of faith, taught 
sound doctrine and right conduct, 
planted churches, and appointed and 
ordained elders to lead the new 
churches. Some of the converts 
joined the apostles (Acts 20:4), and 
travelled with them, labouring in 
teams, often exercising some 
oversight over new churches, 
revisiting, and spending time helping 

to establish the new churches (Phil. 
2:19; 1Thess. 3:2). This is evident in 
the book of Acts, and in Paul’s 
letters, particularly the pastoral 
epistles to Timothy and Titus. This 
was of course all foundational (1Cor. 
3:10; Eph. 2:20), and must be 
understood as setting a pattern for 
the future life of the church. 

It is clear that from very early 
days of the New Testament church 
the necessity of localised eldership 
was realised. During the 1st 
missionary journey Paul and 
Barnabas appointed elders in every 
church, the seriousness of this act 
being noted in that it was done with 
prayer and fasting (Acts 14:23). It 
must have been obvious to them that 
each local church needed men who 
were equipped to lead, and so to 
ensure the church survived. It stands 
to reason that the men appointed 
were considered trustworthy, had 
understanding of the apostle’s 
teachings, were able to teach others, 
and to maintain the church of God as 
the pillar and ground of truth (1Tim. 
3:15). The pastoral epistles to 
Timothy and Titus show that those 
appo in t ed t o l e ad t he l oca l 
fellowships were expected to be men 
of exceptional spiritual quality, 
called and equipped by the Holy 
Spirit, and meeting the essential 
qualifications. 
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Paul’s address to the elders at 
Ephesus is particularly informative, 
because in his last words to them, 
knowing he would see them no more, 
we s ee i n ou t l i ne fo rm h i s 
preparations, and the expectations he 
had for the local ministry. He had 
taught them all that was helpful, 
declared to them the whole counsel 
of God, exhorted them to take heed 
to themselves and to the flock, noted 
that the Holy Spirit had enabled them 
for their ministry, they were to 
oversee the church of God, watch out 
for false teachers, and to support the 
weak (Acts. 20:20-35) - all of which 
are tremendously important for 
churches. Paul knew a particular 
phase of his ministry was coming to 
an end, and that he was fulfilling his 
God-given apostolic purpose, laying 
the foundations, and preparing the 
leaders of the church for future 
generations. He had made provision 
and supplied all that would be 
needed for future church leaders so 
that they could follow his teachings 
and example, and build the church 
according to God’s purposes and 
standards (see: 1Cor. 3:10; 1Tim.
3:15; 2Tim. 2:2; 3:10,11). 

Centrality of the Local Church 
My aim in this article has been to 

seek to show the centrality of the 
local church in all aspects of ministry 

and church life, and to try to show 
that the local church cannot be 
circumnavigated and replaced by 
itinerant and/or internet based 
ministry. In fact the local church is 
essential for Christian growth and 
experience. Those who forsake their 
local churches and fellowships do so 
at detriment to their spiritual life and 
Christian experience. The itinerant 
ministry of Paul and his teams 
always had the planting and 
establishing of local church as its 
goal - it should surely not be any 
different in our day. It would be true 
to say that without local church 
much of the content of Paul’s epistles 
is in fact pointless.  

Any itinerant or internet based 
ministry that seeks to usurp or 
replace the role of the local church is 
surely not in the will of God, and is 
demeaning of God’s intent for the 
church, its leaders, and the flock, and 
is in fact doing a disservice to God’s 
people. Scripture shows that sound 
local church will be a place of: 
learning about the kingdom of God; 
preaching the gospel; discipline; 
loving acts of kindness; care of 
widows and orphans; mutual 
encouragement; warning of false 
doctrines; respect for its leaders; the 
call, training and appointment of 
ministers; operation of gifts of the 
Spirit; joints and ligaments working 
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together for the glory of God; etc. 
The ministry and life in the local 
church will be personal and specific, 
meeting the needs of the particular 
congregation in its time, location and 
plans in the will of God. Good local 
church leaders will spend time with 
the Lord seeking His will for the 
flock in their care, bringing a word in 
season, tailoring ministry to specific 
needs.  

Itinerant ministry is not to be 
shunned, but welcomed as part of 
God’s blessing to the church; when 
that ministry is conducted with the 
goal of being a help and blessing to 
God’s people, it will bring blessing 
to the local church. 

Internet based ministry can too be 
a blessing, and we can all learn from 
good Biblical ministries, and it can 
fill a gap when circumstances 
prevent good local fellowship, but it 
should never be considered an 
alternative or replacement of the 
local fellowship. 

I pray these present circumstances 
will indeed encourage believers 
worldwide to be more determined 
than ever not to forsake the 
assembling of themselves together, 
and sincerely hope the opposite will 
not prove to be the case.   

Paul Sherbird  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CMFI Events, 2020 
All events and dates now subject to review due to Covid 
19 restrictions, announcements will be made as and when 
appropriate. 

Aug. 8th -  14th: Bicton Bible Camp, Devon, UK

(see: www.rediggingthewellsbibleweek.com)


Oct. 7th - 9th: Annual Conference, Northampton, UK


Oct. 22nd - Nov. 3rd: Visit to West Africa and Conference, 

Accra, Ghana


Regional Days - to be arranged as circumstances permit.

 

https://www.rediggingthewellsbibleweek.com
https://www.rediggingthewellsbibleweek.com
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CMFI MEMBERSHIP

Membership of CMFI is offered in four distinct categories:
i) Ministerial Membership is for men with a proven ministry as 
defined in Ephesians 4:11.
ii) Associate Membership is for male and female Christian 
workers who do not hold leadership, headship and governance 
positions in church.
iii) Supporters are those who are in agreement with the purpose 
and beliefs of CMFI, and desire to use their particular resources 
to support and promote the work of CMFI.
iv) Affiliations: Church fellowships or Christian organisations 
seeking affiliation with CMFI should contact the CMFI Council to 
discuss terms.

* Application forms and a copy of the constitution will be 
supplied on request.
* Annual subscription fees apply.

email: cmfi@admin.org.uk
Tel:  +44 (0) 1872 263579
www.cmfi.org.uk
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