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EDITORIAL
A Short History of CMFI

CMFI was founded on 13th Nov. 
2006 when thirteen ministers met at 
Threemilecross to form a new ministerial 
association. The intent was to create an 
association that would provide support, 
fellowship and accountability for 
ministers who desire to maintain and 
promote Biblical truth. For some, their 
stance for Biblical truth had led to 
c o n f l i c t w i t h c o m p r o m i s e d 
denominations, resulting in them leaving 
or being forced out of their positions. 
Most were ministering independently 
and could see the need to have 
fellowship with like-minded ministers, 
and appreciated the benefits that 
belonging to such an association would 
give. 

At that initial meeting Pastor John 
Angliss shared from Gen. 26:15-19; the 
stopping up of the wells by the 
Philistines, illustrating how the ministry 
of the church has been stopped-up by 
false gospels and false teaching, and that 
there is a need to un-stop the wells, and  
see the life-giving waters of sound 
Biblical truth brought back to the church. 
CMFI, being comprised of men who 
love Biblical truth, could be a tool in the 
Lord’s hands to ensure that truth is 
maintained and taught in a time when so 
much of what the church is promoting is 
in error.  

The following year saw CMFI 
consolidating its vision, formulating a 
constitution and appointing a Council of 

Elders. New members joined from home 
and abroad as CMFI sought to reach 
those who shared its aims. Today CMFI 
has members in many parts of the world, 
our annual conference has seen members 
come from Ireland, USA, DR Congo, 
Ghana, South Korea, Spain and Kenya. 
Others can be found in the Philippines, 
India, Australia, Nigeria, S. Africa, 
Japan, Zambia and Liberia.  

From its outset CMFI has sought to 
have an international influence. The 
international aspect of CMFI poses 
challenges, and our input and resource is 
limited, but it is hugely encouraging to 
hear from our overseas members how 
important and valued CMFI and the 
fellowship it provides is to them. 

In 2014 CMFI embarked on a re-
envisioning process, with the aims of 
strengthening the home base in the UK, 
raising the profile of CMFI, and seeking 
to be a more efficient and effective tool 
for countering error, and to be a resource 
and assistant to the remnant church in its 
stand for truth. There are many 
challenges facing us in the remnant 
church today, great wisdom is required 
to meet those challenges in a way that is 
Scriptural and honouring to the Lord. 

Please join with us in prayer that the 
Lord would continue to guide CMFI to 
fulfil its calling, and be effective in its 
support of the remnant church. 

Paul Sherbird  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JUST WHO ARE THE PHILISTINES? 
And how are they still stopping up the wells today? 

And Isaac dug again the wells of water 
which they had dug in the days of 
Abraham his father, for the Philistines 
had stopped them up after the death of 
Abraham. He called them by the names 
which his father had called them. 1Also 
Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and 
found a well of running water there. But 
the herdsmen of Gerar quarrelled with 
Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The 
water is ours.” So he called the name of 
the well Esek, because they quarrelled 
with him (Gen. 26:18-20). 

Biblical typology has helped me so 
much in my understanding of the Old 
Testament, both in my personal walk and 
in my ministry. The Genesis narrative of 
Isaac’s re-digging the wells of his father, 
is richly laden with typological 
significance for all followers of Jesus. 
Therefore, it provides us with an 
amazing insight into the events of 
today’s living. Whereas I shall leave it to 
others to expand further in this magazine 
the “bigger picture” contained within the 
typology of the wonderful verses of 
Genesis chapter 26, for the purposes of 
this article, I hope to focus specifically 
on verses 18 to 21. 

Jesus leaves us in no doubt as to the 
typological, spiritual significance of 
water when speaking with the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob's well at Sychar. 
However water is an equally essential 

commodity for sustaining life in the 
natural realm. This could not have been 
more true than for those dwelling in the 
harsh surroundings of the Philistine town 
of Gerar, in the Negev. The herdsmen 
with whom the servants of Isaac 
quarrelled, were from that place and 
despite the obvious need of water, both 
for their personal use and for their herds 
and flocks, it was the Philistines 
themselves who had stopped up the 
wells. There is a possibility that they did 
this to lessen the claims of the 
descendants of Abraham on the land (as I 
understand that by and large, the one 
who built the wells and provided access 
to water, had claim over the land 
serviced by it), nevertheless, for 
whatever reason they did so, and despite 
an obvious requirement for life-giving 
water, it was indeed the Philistines who 
had stopped up the wells.  

That which follows is a quarrel over 
water rights, between two sets of 
herdsmen - those of the Philistines of 
Gerar and those of Isaac's household. I 
see these herdsmen who tended the herds 
and flocks of their respective masters, as 
being representative of those of us who 
are pastors, those called to tend the flock 
and feed the sheep of our Lord. 
Evidently there are two types of 
herdsmen and attempts to co-exist are 
often quarrelsome, but why? The answer 
may lie in an understanding of who the 
Philistines were.  

�2



The Philistines 
The origins of the Philistines are 

provided in Genesis chapter 10 and 
verses 13 and 14. Here we discover that 
the peoples referred to as the Philistines 
and Caphtorim, descended from 
Casluhim, son of Mizraim (which 
translates as Egypt), who was a son of 
Ham. Therefore, the original ethnicity of 
the Philistines is Hammite and Egyptian 
specifically. However, as the various 
people groups spread forth, we learn 
something further from Scripture of 
where they may have settled prior to 
their re-appearance in the Middle East 
during Biblical times. 

Because the Caphtorim, sometimes 
translated as Philistine, emanate from 
Caphtor (Caphtor is referred to in both 
Amos 9:7,”Did I not bring up Israel 
from the land of Egypt, the Philistines 
from Caphtor, and the Syrians from 
Kir?” and Jeremiah 47:4, “Because of 
the day that comes to plunder all the 
Philistines, to cut them off from Tyre and 
Sidon every helper who remains: For the 
Lord shall plunder the Philistines, the 
remnant of the country of Caphtor”), 
therefore according to the Word of God, 
the Philistines are the remnant of the 
country of Caphtor, and although the 
exact location of Caphtor is unknown, it 
is widely thought to be in the region of 
the Aegean and Crete in particular. 
Indeed, there are marked similarities 
between the Philistine and Greek 
cultures. 

Traditionally, believers are of the 
opinion that the Philistines represent the 
flesh; the flesh, of course, being at 

enmity with God. In fact the word 
Philistine, translates as "wallowing" and 
therefore, in the Philistines themselves, 
we find those who in still wallowing in 
the dust of the earth, and by stopping up 
the wells, are of the flesh rather than of 
the Spirit. In the first instance therefore, 
this would indicate that perhaps 
contentions between various pastors and 
church leaders in the church today, are 
among those who are of the Spirit and 
those who are of the flesh. Moreover, 
might it also be, that such contentions 
are exacerbated by the differences in 
Greek and Hebraic thinking, as 
according to their respective cultural 
backgrounds, that difference may well 
have existed between the herdsmen of 
Gerar and the herdsmen of Isaac. 

The Hebrew world view was 
theopomorphic, which means God 
centred, with mankind made in the 
image of God. The Greek's being 
polytheistic and therefore having many 
gods, saw their gods as anthropomorphic 
- created in man's image. The one sees 
wisdom and fulfilment as emanating 
from God, the other from the betterment 
of self, in the so called enlightened, 
philosophical thinking of secular 
humanism. Regrettably, this way of 
thinking is not confined to the world, but 
has pervaded into the church. 

In Daniel chapter 2, Daniel is called 
o n t o i n t e r p r e t t h e d r e a m o f 
Nebuchadnezzar's great image and 
identifies the empires of men represented 
by the various body parts made up of 
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different material, the head of which is 
Babylon. The body part made from 
bronze, and which represents Greece, is 
the belly and the thighs, in which are 
contained the reproductive organs. This 
shows us that although the Greek empire 
may have officially fallen in defeat by 
Rome at the battle of Corinth 146 BC, 
it's capacity to reproduce itself through 
generations remains. Indeed, if the Greek 
empire was superseded by Rome, and 
should one be of the opinion that perhaps 
the two legs of iron represent the 
Western and Eastern empires, it was 
Constantine, the first Roman emperor to 
convert to Christianity, who moved the 
seat of the empire to Constantinople, a 
second Rome on the site of Byzantium. 
Though Roman in origin, the core of the 
Byzantine empire was Greek. Although 
they self identified as Romans, the 
Byzantine Greeks were the Greek 
speaking Christian Romans of Late 
Antiquity and the Middle Ages. 

Therefore, returning to the quarrel 
between the herdsmen of Gerar and the 

herdsmen of Isaac, we see that whether 
flesh versus Spirit, or Greek thinking 
versus Hebraic thinking, it was not 
possible for the two sets of herdsman to 
agree and get along. Eventually they had 
to move from Essek, via Sitnah, to 
Rehoboth, where the Lord made room 
for them to be fruitful. Similarly, I do not 
think it is possible for those who are 
truly of the 'remnant church', those born 
of the Spirit, who see God as the source 
of all wisdom and who refuse to 
compromise on His Word, to co-exist at 
the well with the liberal, politically 
correct, post modern thinkers of today's 
church. But be encouraged, should you 
move on from the quarrel of Essek and 
pass by the further enmity of Sitnah, 
there is a Rehoboth, a place of 
enlargement for you and the remnant to 
flourish. 

The Philistines are still stopping up 
wells and the servants of Isaac are still 
re-digging them.    

Ian Huxham 

REDIGGING THE WELLS 
Recovery and Restoration of the True Church 

In Genesis 26:18 we read the 
following scripture,  

And Isaac dug again the wells of 
water which they had dug in the days of 
Abraham his father; For the Philistines 

had stopped them after the death of 
Abraham; And he called their names 
after the names by which his father had 
called them.  

Contained in this verse is a prophetic 
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message in type for the modern church 
to challenge her to turn from false 
doctrine and error, and return back to the 
truth of God’s Word. It is our belief that 
there is a remnant church which is doing 
just that at this moment in time. The life 
and spiritual experience of Abraham 
should always be a challenge and 
example to the believer, as Abraham is 
said to be “the father of all those who 
believe” (Rom. 4:11), and we are 
exhorted to, “walk in the steps of that 
faith of our father Abraham which he 
had being yet uncircumcised” (Rom. 
4:12). There are other places in Scripture 
where the recovery and restoration of the 
true church may be seen (for example in 
some of the restoration passages 
concerning Israel in Isaiah), but we have 
discovered rich typology here, and 
which has become the title of the CMFI 
Bible weeks also. It is our prayer  that 
our readers will see in this theme real 
challenge to stand for truth, and follow 
the high standard of the Bible and God’s 
intention for the New Testament Church. 
Note Isaiah 51:1,2 with reference to 
Abraham and Sarah, wells provide a life 
giving substance that flows beneath the 
surface. 
  
Wells were pits dug for water, and the 
following features are observable: 
1. Women came to them for water 

( Gen; 24:13,14.)  
2. They were often surrounded by trees 

( Gen. 49:22).  
3. They were often very deep (John 

4:11).  
4. They were often covered with large 

stones (Gen. 29:2,3.)  
5. They often they caused strife (Gen. 

21:25).   
6. In Scripture (confirming our 

premise that wells have meaning) 
they are clearly figurative of: 
i. Salvation (Isaiah 12:3). 
ii. False teaching is described as 

“wells without water” (2 Peter 
2:17). 

iii. One’s wife and the foundation 
of Christian marriage (Proverbs 
5:15-20; Song of Solomon 
4:15). 

iv. The Holy Spirit (John 4:10-14). 

Wells signify: 
1. I m p o r t a n t s p i r i t u a l h i s t o r y 

(foundational truth). 
2. Important meetings in the purpose 

of God. 
3. Places of fruitfulness and blessing. 
4. Places of depth through which we 

are sustained, nourished and grow. 
5. Places of divine encounter. 
6. Foundation truths. 
7. Types or shadows of non-negotiable 

truth 
8. True Holy Spirit provision. 
  

The Hebrew words for well are beer, 
bor = a cistern, well or pit or pit; mayan 
= a fountain; maqor = a source or spring; 
ayin, an eye or fountain. Two scriptures 
are useful for illustration:  
1. Jeremiah 2:13, “For my people have 

committed 2 evils. They have 
forsaken me the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed them out 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
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hold no water.” Here the Holy Spirit 
confirms the picture we are 
studying.  

2. Proverbs 5:15, “Drink waters out of 
your own cistern, and running 
waters out of your own well.” This 
verse and following speak of 
commands and blessings of a moral 
life and also marriage.  

The first mention of a well is in 
Genesis 16:7-14, and is called Beer 
Lahai Roi, (meaning Well of the One 
Who Lives and Sees Me). Wells were 
frequently made near encampments 
(Gen. 21:30; 26:18; Abraham and 
Abimelech made a covenant at the well 
of Beersheva); outside cities (Gen. 
24:11,where Eliezer met Rebekah, a type 
of the Holy Spirit seeking a bride); in the 
courts of houses (2 Samuel 17:18, where 
Jonathan and Ahimaaz hid); in the desert 
(2 Chronicles 26:10, part of Uzziah’s 
building programme); they were 
supplied by the rain (Psalm 84:5,6, the 
valley of weeping); surrounded by trees 
(Gen. 49:22, speaking of Joseph and his 
sufferings and glory - a type of Jesus); 
following the revelation of Jehovah 
Rapha (one of the 7 covenant names of 
God) the Israelites came from Marah to 
the 12 wells at Elim (Exodus 15:27. In 
fact , Canaan the promised land 
abounded with wells (Deut. 6:10). Some 
wells we can enter into by faith, we 
don’t have to dig them all ourselves, 
however, please note 2 Kings 3:19-25, 
how do you stop your enemies (Israel v 
the Moabites)? Very simple - you stop 
and fill up their wells. This is precisely 

what had happened as recorded in our 
opening scripture. The Philistines 
(originating from Ham ) had  stopped the 
wells after the death of Abraham. The 
Philistines were the enemies of God. 
Palestine originates from this linguistic 
root! (see article by Ian Huxham). 
  
Following is a list of 11 wells named in 
Scripture, there are others, some of 
which are not named: 
1. Beer Lahai Roi (Gen. 16:14). 
2. Esek (Gen. 26:20), meaning 

contention or strife. 
3. Sitnah (Gen. 26:21), meaning 

hatred, opposition, accusation. 
4. Rehoboth (Gen. 26:22), meaning 

room, spaciousness 
5. Sheva (Gen. 26:33), meaning oath 

or seven. 
6. Nephtoah (Joshua 18:15; 15:9), 

meaning opening, breaking-forth - 
typifying obtaining inheritance in 
the promised land.   

7. Harod, (Judges 7:1), meaning terror 
or trembling, and by which Gideon 
and his army encamped before the 
rout of the Midianites. 

8. Sechu (I Samuel 19:22), meaning 
watch place.  

9. Sirah (2 Samuel 3:26), meaning 
departure, where Abner was killed 
by Joab  

10. Bethlehem (2 Samuel  23 :15,16), 
meaning House of Bread, and where 
David was assuaged of thirst by the 
3 mighty men.  

11. Jacob’s Well (John 4:6), meaning 
supplanter or deceiver. 
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This message cannot contain 
everything I believe the Holy Spirit 
would wish to say, but note this 
scripture, “Which things also we speak, 
not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teaches, but which the Holy Spirit 
teaches comparing spiritual with 
spiritual” (I Cor. 2 :13 ). The Holy Spirit 
uses a certain language and words 
throughout the whole Bible. Beware of 
anything which strays from this principle 
and uses the language of psychology or 
modern church-speak (see below).  

Here are wells which we must re-dig 
or unblock (some the Lord has already 
been unblocking through Church 
history): 
1. Luther - salvation by faith and not 

by works.  
2. Wesley - well of holiness and 

separation. The lie is that all 
standards are legalism  

3. The well of prayer - crying to God 
for our nation and the Church. 
Nights of prayer.  

4. Finney - the well of revival (true 
revival, and not the synthetic 
substitutes we see today).       

5. Wigglesworth and Jeffreys - the 
well of healing.  

6. The well of the truth about Israel - 
not reached by Luther or others but 
re-discovered by the 19th century 
B r e t h r e n m o v e m e n t . T h e 
“Philistines” created replacement 
theology.  What rubbish that created 
in the well! 

7. The well of OT prophetic revelation 
- Marcionism divided the God of the 

Old Testament from the God of the 
New Testament. This is a lie (one 
preacher told me that he spent 5 
h o u r s p e r d a y i n t h e O l d 
Testament!). 

8. The rediscovery of the Holy Spirit 
and His gifts - re-dug by the early 
pentecostal movement of the early 
20th  century. Although, please note 
that many genuine moves of the 
Holy Spirit went into apostasy or 
orthodoxy, particularly through 2nd 
and 3rd generations. 

Other rubbish in the well includes 
post modernism, feminism, political 
co r rec tness , evo lu t ion ( the i s t i c 
evolution), the homosexual issue. Also 
there are those who teach that inerrancy 
is unimportant (we believe in the verbal/
plenary inspiration of Scripture), eternal 
punishment is unacceptable, limiting the 
role of women is unpopular, absolute 
omniscience of God is unscriptural, Old 
Testament law of God is inapplicable. 
This is besides syncretism, pluralism and 
appealing to “culture” for “truth”. 
  

Here are some names which are not 
Biblical: False revival with words like 
drunkenness, soaking prayer, fire 
tunnels, river movement, slosh fest, 
roaring. These manifest in things like 
animal manifestations, mesmerism, gold 
dust, feathers, 3rd heaven visualisations 
or portals, orbs of light, drum circles, 
swooning for Jesus, claims of meeting 
Old Testament saints. Now we have 
recapturing new age techniques for God, 
spirit readings, seeker friendly, dream 

�7



seekers, vision casting, dream catchers, 
treasure seeking to name some of them. 
The modern church has changed the 
vocabulary of the Bible with a new 
dictionary of soundbites. Where is sin, 
repentance, rapture, coming of Jesus, 
tribulation, heaven, eternal l ife, 
judgment, the cross, the blood of Jesus, 
suffering, chastisement etc. 5 things have 
happened: 
1. The vocabulary of the Church has 

changed.  
2. The power of God’s word has been 

gutted by new translations some of 
which like The Message and books 
like The Shack are not true to the 
original message of Scripture. Some 
teach that “God works outside His 
word,” and some never open His 
Word.  

3. B r i n g i n g t h e C h u r c h i n t o 
paganisation through syncretism. 
How many promote Harry Potter 
which according  to one converted 
new-ager is re-packaged witchcraft.  

4. Lying signs and wonders. Signs and 
wonders are Biblical but they must 
be discerned against God’s word. 
Some of this comes through the new 
“prophetic” movement and the New 
Apostolic Reformation (NAR).  

5. Eliminate the apocalyptic. Get rid of 
the rapture, the restoration of Israel 
etc., and soon we are into dominion 
theology or kingdom now. 

Finally, the remnant church needs to 
come forth, and be manifested, and part 
of this is by redigging the wells we have 
thus described. How easy will this be? 
By returning to Genesis 26, we find the 
cost. When Isaac sought to do this he 
encountered: 
1. Esek, which means contention, or 

strife. 
2. Sitnah, which means hatred, 

opposition, accusation.  
All of these are happening as we seek to 
return to the old paths, and are 
challenged by those going in a different 
direction, or when we challenge them. 
However, finally Isaac discovered 
Rehoboth and so could say, “For now the 
LORD hath made room for us and we 
shall be fruitful in the land.” Some 
readers need to depart from where 
they are and dig their own wells based 
on scriptural truth. In any event, the Lord 
is now building His remnant church 
which will soon constitute the Bride of 
Christ as opposed to the harlot 
(prostitute) church. Digging or redigging 
involves hard work, sweat and toil. May 
the Lord enable us to be like David of 
whom we read, “David recovered all” (1 
Samuel 30:18). He will make room for 
those who desire to be 100% for Him 
and His Word. 

John Angliss  

�8

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb (Rev. 22:1).



ON PRAYER AND PRAYER MEETINGS 

If two shall agree on earth regarding 
anything that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them by my Father in Heaven 
(Mt. 18.19). 

Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, I am in the midst 
(Mt. 18.20). 

Pray… always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, … watching 
thereto with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints Eph. 6.18). 

These scriptures describe God’s 
people working in accord with God’s 
Spirit. It is, of course, often said that 
God always hears prayer and Jesus’ 
parable of the unrighteous judge lends 
support to this view. Luke 18 tells us that 
we should always pray. But, the 
application of all of Jesus’ teaching was 
enabled on the Day of Pentecost when 
God’s Spirit was poured out on Jesus’ 
d i s c i p l e s a n d H i s C h u r c h w a s 
established. Paul testifies to this. Without 
the Holy Spirit anything we do is of 
limited or questionable value. I don’t 
wish to say with many that it’s a waste of 
time, for God is sovereign and frequently 
does ‘more than we can ask or think’. 
But Bible-believing people acknowledge 
that they have a responsibility to bear 
God fruit (Jn. 15.1-8): in order to do so 
they must cooperate with Him. 

With this in mind, it may be argued 

that the first requirement for an effectual 
meeting for prayer is that those present 
be born-again of the Spirit of God, that 
without this they are less likely to 
discern His will. But, as with Samuel (1 
Sam. 3.4-10; 19-21), discerning His will 
for the first time may be the occasion 
when God makes Himself known. A 
church comprised of folk who have little 
experience of the working of God’s 
Spirit may be so desperate for God to 
work that they will abandon themselves 
before Him and implore Him to, for 
instance, save their fellowship from 
extinction. This has happened in various 
places.  

A consequence of the above will be 
that the Spirit is able to guide the 
meeting. Sensitivity to the Spirit is 
crucial. In the flesh we can have little 
appreciation of how easy it is to grieve 
Him (Eph. 4.30). It only needs one 
person to pray in the flesh to risk the 
entire proceedings and here sensitive 
leadership is essential. One must listen 
with close attention to how God is 
guiding intercession and its direction. 

Paul affirms that we are to pray in the 
Spirit (Eph. 6.18). “All prayer and 
supplication” implies that this involves 
concentration and application – it is 
work. No-one merely sits in such 
meetings waiting for someone else to 
open his or her mouth and pray. 
Everyone waits on God attentive and 
available to open his or her mouth and 
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be the means of Him speaking to those 
present; and everyone is waiting to say, 
‘Amen’. This applies to every born-
again person irrespective of the date on 
his or her birth certificate: their new 
birth is what gives them membership of 
the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12). Respect 
for one’s elders is very important, but 
this is not relevant to listening for God’s 
guidance in a prayer meeting and 
conveying what He is saying to those 
present. No-one should take credit for 
what God says through a prayer meeting, 
although everyone should be grateful for 
what He says through one or another. 

Perhaps someone prays and there is 
doubt as to whether it was from God. 
Again, sensitivity is required, for there 
can be a danger of contradicting God 
(Eccl. 7.29). If those present have 
gathered with the same mind to wait on 
God for His word, the meeting should 
flow in the Spirit without contradiction 
between those present. 

With one exception, I don’t recall 
that prayer in such gatherings that I have 
attended was uttered in the first person 
plural. I for one usually find it hard to 
say ‘amen’ to such prayer for it assumes 
my agreement.  Sometimes God gives 1

prayer of that sort. I was in a meeting in 
2018 where an Irish sister was broken-
hearted over their then forthcoming 
referendum on abortion. Her passion was 
heart-rending. It is the only time I recall 

having no difficulty entering into the 
flow of a public prayer that was using 
the first-person plural. Surely the result 
of that referendum went against God’s 
perfect will!  

Desperation prayers express a heart’s 
desire. But it’s a glorious thing when a 
meeting’s objective is the seeking of an 
outpouring of God’s Spirit.  

How to tell if a prayer was not of 
God? The obvious indication would be 
that it doesn’t accord with His Word. 
One should have a witness in one’s own 
spirit that confirms it. Discussion among 
born-again believers may help. An elder 
once told me that in their fellowship they 
would meet together in prayer, 
sometimes repeatedly, till they had 
unanimity about God’s will in a matter. 
This is logical since God is one and has 
only one perfect will. It would be trying 
for folk who are in a great hurry, of 
course. The saying, “Marry in haste, 
repent at leisure” could be applied to 
acting in God’s name.  

Some of my experience of meeting 
for prayer in the manner described has 
been in UK fellowships and some in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

At Mushie, Bandundu, where we 
worked in DRC, a brother ended an 
anointed sermon with an invitation to the 
folk to make their burdens known and 
Bible Group members would visit them 

  Editorial note: This is an excellent and timely article. Some may disagree with not praying in 1

the first person plural, and we can simply not say amen if we disagree or do not have the witness 
of the Holy Spirit over what is prayed. You are encouraged to seek to reach the place in prayer 
that John so well describes .
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to pray with them. My wife, Rena, and I 
were asked to form a team with a 
Congolese sister, Marie. Sister Marie 
had a list of folk for us to visit. In each 
home we listened to the person’s burden, 
often heart-breaking, and then waited on 
God till the Spirit gave guidance to one 
or another as to how to pray. One young 
mother’s husband had very recently been 
shot dead as a cattle poacher. Another, 
genuine Christian young mother had 
been left by her husband for another 
woman. More than once wives in 
polygamous marriages sought ministry. 
Once one of us had leading from God’s 
Spirit the others also got guidance. In 
such situations pat formulae are no 
substitute for a word from God given by 
His Spirit to His children. We were on 
holy ground and began with the 
knowledge that we were unworthy 
channels needing to be cleansed before 
we could receive from God.  

On mission deputation in the 
Blackpool area, a brother took me, one 
Monday morning, to what he called, ‘an 
unusual prayer-meeting’ at the Baptist 
chapel. There were four of us, two of us 

brethren and two sisters-in-the-Lord. 
Usually, the pastor would have been 
there, too, but he had to travel to 
London, that day. As moved by the 
Spirit, one of them began and then we 
prayed round the circle. There was 
nothing of our own minds involved, 
except when something one or another 
knew fitted with what he or she prayed. 
It was non-stop intercession, guided by 
God’s Spirit. It was all so precious that it 
was almost like a dream. At the end of 
an hour the prayer s topped as 
supernaturally as it had begun and 
everyone went his or her way, blessed in 
the Lord.  

On another occasion I was in a 
WEC  prayer-meeting in the home of 2

Leslie and Gill Brierley in Maidenhead. 
Leslie had been the original Mission 
Researcher for WEC and continued to 
promote frontiers missions in churches 
planted by missions overseas. As a topic 
for intercession was put before those 
present, it was wonderful to hear how 
one or another would home in on that in 
effectual prayer. We just knew in our 
spirits that it had been Spirit-guided; that 
it ‘hit the spot’.  3

 ‘Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ’, a mission founded in the 1930s by C.T. Studd & his 2

wife, Priscilla.

 There is another kind of meeting for prayer. A brother who leads a UK-wide prayer ministry 3

said to me (April 2019) that, “It’s right that folk be able to relieve their anxieties by pouring out 
their feelings in prayer.” Habbakuk would have agreed with that (Hab. 3.1) before he’d heard 
God’s answer – telling him that he must wait in faith. Desperation type prayer is a sign that folk 
are serious about seeking the guidance of God’s Spirit. Habbakuk was desperate for an answer 
from God. He was relieved when he believed God’s promises. Since Jesus came we have even 
more clarity about these. He said, “If you…being evil know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him?” (Lk. 11.13). 
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I have witnessed the stamina and 
commitment in intercession of brothers 
and sisters-in-Christ in other countries. 

At Mushie, Bandundu, D.R. Congo, 
the Bible Group held monthly all-night 
prayer-meetings. They also met six days 
a week for intercession. (Wednesdays the 
local church as a whole met for its 
weekly prayer-meeting). These Bible 
Groups were the fruit of outpourings of 
God’s Spirit, the result of Scripture 
Union work in Congo.  

Fifty members of an independent 
church in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 
where I was hosted in August 2017, met 
for a 5.30 a.m. prayer-meeting every day 
except Sunday. (The Sunday service 
began at 7.30 a.m. or 8.30 a.m. 
depending on the church and lasted till 
lunchtime). Also in Tamil Nadu an AoG 
church where I spent a night did so, as 
did one led by the principal of the 
Chennai Elim Bible College. The latter’s 
church had grown from a handful to at 
least a hundred and fifty in about two 
years, moving twice to larger meeting 
halls. His information that Christians 
comprised 25% of Tamil Nadu’s 
population is credible when Operation 
World reported in 2010 that it was then 
19%. God has been able to release His 
power and give such growth because of 
H i s p e o p l e ’ s c o m m i t m e n t t o 
intercession. (Please pray that these 
meetings continue in spite of the Modi 
government’s forcible closure of 
hundreds of churches in various states of 
India.)  

In October 2018 a church hosted 
Ralph Brockman and me in Andhra 
Pradesh, India. They held a Fasting and 
Prayer Meeting every Friday. This began 
at 9 a.m. and continued till 2 p.m. It was 
after 1 p.m. when Ralph and I were 
asked to share from the Word. We 
attended two of these meetings in our 
host’s church. On our final Saturday we 
were taken a drive of more than an hour 
to another village where they were doing 
the same. That meeting ended with three 
of us sharing from the Word. At all these 
meetings scores of those present came 
forward at the end for us to pray with 
them.  

Conclusion: 
“Eye has not seen nor ear heard, 

neither have entered the heart of man the 
things that God has prepared for those 
that love Him. But God has revealed 
them to us by His Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things 
of God” (1 Cor. 2.9-10). 

Where our brothers and sisters-in-
Christ are persecuted minorities, prayer 
in the Spirit is the only way for them to 
foster their faith. In the United Kingdom 
we are similarly threatened. And there is 
so much confusion in the country 
including in the Church. There has never 
been unity in sincere interpretation of the 
Word of God, and social media is 
making any quest for such unity harder 
than ever before. Jesus, John records for 
us, “came to bear witness to the truth.” 
He has sent His Spirit to guide us into all 
truth. No-one else can do it and the truth 
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is unique and unique to God. 

Personalities divide Christians when 
they aren’t subject to God’s Spirit. 
Without prayer in the Spirit guiding 

regular gatherings of born-again, dead to 
the world brothers and sisters-in-Christ, 
truth can’t overcome the fog. 

John Mellor 

WHAT KIND OF MEN? (Part 2) 
The apostle Paul’s example and attitude to ministry 

4.  Men who lay down their lives 
But we were gentle among you, just 

as a nursing mother cherishes her own 
children. So, affectionately longing for 
you, we were well pleased to impart to 
you not only the gospel of God, but also 
our own lives, because you had become 
dear to us (1Thess. 2:7,8). 

Paul uses the picture of a nursing 
mother to illustrate the depth of his 
gentle love and concern for the members 
of the new church. Similarly, Peter 
compares new Christian converts to new 
born babies who need the milk of the 
word (1Pet. 2:2). Paul’s teaching was 
done with gentleness, gentleness is a 
necessary qualification for a minister - 
even in the face of those who are in 
opposition (2Tim. 2:24-26). But Paul 
takes it a bit further - to the laying down 
of life on behalf of others. When we 
consider the new mother, her sole desire 
is for the new child, she feeds it and 
cares for its every need. She goes 

without sleep and forgoes all other 
pleasures, desires and ambition in order 
to care and nurture the young child, her 
life from the moment of conception is 
one of selfless sacrifice, with the good of 
the child as the primary objective. What 
a picture for the minister to bear in mind 
when considering his own level of care 
and responsibility toward those whom 
the Lord has called him to lead! Here, 
laid before us in very stark terms is the 
real cost of true ministry. Who is 
prepared to give up all claims to self? 
Who is prepared, like the nursing 
mother, to make sure every action is of 
benefit to those who are dependent on 
their ministrations? Who is prepared to 
be deprived of sleep, leisure, rest, 
ambition, time, money, pleasure, in order 
to be 100% devoted to the care and 
nourishment of God’s children?  

 Paul uses the Greek word 
“thalpo” (translated as “cherishes”) to 
illustrate his care for the church. Vine 
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explains that the word, “primarily means 
to heat, to soften by heat; then, to keep 
warm, as of birds covering their young 
with feathers ... metaphorically, to 
cherish with tender love, to foster with 
tender care.”  Our perceptions of 4

ministry, our qualifications for ministry 
and our motives for ministry are 
challenged here: The call to ministry is a 
call to love, nurture and protect the 
children of God, to provide a safe haven 
from “every wind of doctrine” and from 
“the trickery of men in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting” (Eph. 
4:14); the good nursing mother devotes 
her life to doing only that which is for 
the benefit of the child, her own thoughts 
of self-promotion must be put to one 
side, all attention is diverted to the child, 
and all efforts are directed to developing 
and preparing it to fulfill its potential in 
life. Even so, must those who minister to 
the body of Christ lay aside all thoughts 
of promoting self and devote all efforts 
to the nurture of others. Paul knew that 
the place to look for evidence of good 
ministry was not in the life of the 
minister, but rather in the lives of the 
recipients of the ministry, in writing to 
the Corinthian church he told them, 
“You are our epistle written in our 
hearts, known and read by all men; 
clearly you are an epistle of Christ, 
ministered by us .. .” Letters of 
commendation from himself or from 
others had little worth,  the proof of the 
ministry lay in the lives of the recipients 
of the ministry (2Cor. 3:1-3). The tired, 

worn and frazzled image of the nursing 
mother is no advert for her skills, but the 
healthy, smiling, bouncing baby is! 

Some words of the prophet Ezekiel 
serve as a warning and are very relevant, 
“Thus says the LORD God of Israel to 
the shepherds, “Woe to the shepherds of 
Israel who feed themselves. Should not 
the shepherds feed the flocks?”” (Ezk. 
34:2). Two questions particularly need to 
be asked: Why am I in ministry? What 
do I expect from my ministry? If the 
answer to these questions contains any 
thought of promoting myself, of 
ambitious self intent, of financial gain, 
of earning fame and popularity, of 
proving something to others, then I need 
to consider very carefully if my call to 
ministry is genuine, remembering with 
great sobriety that Almighty God 
Himself is going to call me to account 
for the things done to His people in His 
name under the banner of “my ministry”. 

5. Men who laboured and toiled 
For you remember, brethren, our 

labour and toil; for labouring night and 
day, that we might not be a burden to 
any of you, we preached to you the 
gospel of God (1Thess. 2:9). 

  
Hard work!  Let no one be deluded, 

the work of ministry involves hard 
labour and toil! Paul is not talking only 
about the work of ministry, he is alluding 
also to the physical work he often had to 
undertake with his own hands in order to 
provide his basic necessities (cf. Acts 

 From Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words4
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20:34,35). It is true that the word of God 
makes provision for the church to sustain 
its ministers, “Let the elders who rule 
well be counted worthy of double 
hounour, especially those who labour in 
the word and doctrine. For the Scripture 
says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while 
it treads out the grain” and, “The worker 
is worthy of his wages” (1Tim. 5:17,18), 
and it would be well for more church 
committees and trustees to take heed of 
those words; but Paul was at pains not to 
be a burden to any, and when funds were 
not forthcoming, then he was willing and 
ready to put his hands to secular work in 
order to pay his way (see Acts 18:3 and 
his “tentmaking”).   

Ministers must be free from 
covetousness and the love of money, 
indeed one of the qualities of eldership is 
to be “not greedy for money” (1Tim. 3:3, 
8; 6:9,10), and there may be times when 
the hard labour of ministry will yield 
little financial reward. Like Paul, we 
must learn to be content in every 
situation (Phil. 4:11,12) and to be 
thankful when the Lord raises up those 

who are willing to support the ministry 
financially (Phil. 4:15-19); and be 
prepared to work for our living when and 
if the situation calls for it.  5

Paul spoke further of his labours in 1 
Corinthians, noting that, “I laboured 
more abundantly than they all, yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was with 
me” (1Cor. 15:10); Paul worked hard, 
but he laboured in the grace of God, this 
was not mere human endeavour; men are 
able to accomplish many wonderful 
things in their own strength, yet the 
m i n i s t e r m u s t n o t s u c c u m b t o 
temptations to use his own natural 
resources to try and accomplish the work 
of God, the old hymn puts it well, “The 
arm of flesh will fail you, ye dare not 
trust your own.” Nor should men be 
going into ministry because of natural 
talents, ministry is spiritual work, 
spiritual work requires spiritual enabling, 
God enables those He calls, and God 
often chooses foolish things to put to 
shame the wise (1Cor. 1:27).  That is not 
to say that God will not use men of 
intellect and talent, He will, but only 

 Phil. 4:10ff mentions support given to Paul by the Philippian church; in 2Cor. 11:7ff Paul 5

mentions his reluctance to burden the Corinthian church, support coming from other churches in 
Macedonia. The occasion of Paul’s “tentmaking” at Corinth mentioned in Acts 18:3 may have 
been a short endeavour, showing good faith to his hosts, Silas and Timothys’ arrival from 
Macedonia, likely with funds seems to mark a “release” into a more effective stage of ministry 
(Acts 18:5).  Paul’s words in Acts 20:33-35 are relevant and suggest that Paul often worked with 
his hands to support himself and his team, and he gives his practice in this as an example that 
elders should follow.  Paul’s “tentmaking” in Corinth cannot form the basis for a doctrine that 
ministers must work to pay their own way, and should not receive financial support from others; 
ministry is much more effective when the minister can devote his time fully and wholeheartedly 
to his ministry, disencumbered from the necessity and hindrance of having to earn his living he 
is fully available to God and to those he is called to serve. However, there is at the same time no 
Scriptural warrant for a minister to refuse to undertake secular work, when those ministered to 
cannot carry the burden of financial support then it is incumbent upon the minister to do what he 
can to provide for his own needs.
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where there is a laying aside of the 
importance of those things that were 
once given high regard. Paul is a good 
example, a man of great natural intellect, 
vigour, passion and talent, but who was 
ready to “count all things loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8), without Jesus 
we can accomplish nothing of spiritual 
and eternal value, the branch cannot bear 
fruit unless it abides in the vine (Jn. 
15:4,5), works accomplished by natural 
talent may look fine and good for a 
while, but we can be sure there will be 
no eternal value, and no lasting spiritual 
fruit, a minister working hard in the flesh 
is like the church of Sardis - having “a 
name that you are alive, but you are 
dead” (Rev. 3:1).   

A call to ministry is a call to hard 
labour, let’s be sure our labours are those 
that the Lord has called us to, that He 
has enabled and equipped, that He can 
bless, that will give glory to His name, 
and will render eternal benefit to those to 
whom we minister. 

6. Men who are devout, just and 
blameless 

You are witnesses, and God also, how 
devoutly and justly and blamelessly we 
behaved ourselves among you who 
believe  (1Thess. 2:10). 

“Devoutly, justly and blamelessly”, 
the spotlight is shining on the minister’s 
behaviour. Paul uses three words with 

similar meanings: “Devout” (Greek, 
hosios, pure from evil conduct, having a 
quality of holiness); “Justly” (Greek, 
dikaios, in accordance with what is 
right); “Blameless” (Greek, amemptos, 
no charge can be maintained) .  Together 6

these three words highlight the high 
standard of behaviour that ought to be 
expected and exemplified by Christ’s 
ministers. The lives of Christ’s ministers 
are especially on public display, their 
position as leaders in the Church means 
that the eyes of believers are upon them, 
their place in the world means that the 
eyes of unbelievers are also watching 
them (even if for no other reason than to 
find a cause of complaint). Paul, writing 
to Timothy and Titus mentions several 
times of the need for elders to be 
blameless before the church and the 
world (1Tim. 3:2; 7, 8; Titus 1:6,7); and 
Timothy is exhorted to be an example 
“in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity” (1Tim. 4:12).  

Related to these words is the Biblical 
teaching of righteousness in which God 
is presented as the only absolutely 
righteous being, God created man to be 
righteous and He expects and requires 
righteous behaviour from the people He 
created in His own image. The first man 
Adam lost his righteousness at the fall 
thereby bequeathing unrighteousness to 
the human race (Rom. 3:10ff), in Christ 
redeemed sinners are restored to 
righteousness and enabled by God’s 
grace and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to live righteous lives acceptable 

 From Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words6
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to God (see Rom. 8:4; 2Cor. 5:21; Eph. 
4:24).  All redeemed believers are (like 
Abraham) examples of the redeemed life 
made possible by faith in the saving 
work of Jesus Christ, and having once 
been slaves of sin have now become 
slaves of righteousness (Rom. 6:17,18), 
and are witnesses to the power and 
reality of the Holy Spirit, and to the 
saving grace of God manifested through 
the Lord Jesus.   

So then, we understand something of 
the reasons for this scrutiny and 
emphasis placed on the life and 
behaviour of the minister, as leader of 
the Lord’s redeemed people his life must 
be a powerful example of God’s saving 
grace. There is something much more 
here than merely the thought of keeping 
clean accounts in the eyes of others 
(though this is important), for his life 
must also give testimony to the reality of 
t h e n e w, s u p e r n a t u r a l l i f e o f 
righteousness made possible by the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit, such 
testimony gives an example encouraging 
other believers to enter in to the fullness 
of Christian life, and testifies to 
unbelievers of the reality of God. 
Consider, however what happens should 
the church leader fall, because of his 
position the fall is public and brings 
shame and disrepute on the name of God 
(note how in 2Sam. 12:14 when David 
fell into sin Nathan told him that he had 
“given great occasion to the enemies of 
the LORD to blaspheme”), members of 
the congregation may fall into sin 
privately and be protected from the glare 
of publicity - it is rarely so for the 

minister, and his misdemenours will 
soon be devoured and made use of by 
God’s enemies to denounce and ridicule 
the Christian God and the faith of His 
people. 

We are seeing that there are very 
strict standards to which the leader must 
be willing to conform in order to 
maintain a good testimony in the sight of 
God and men, there must be a clear and 
strong determination to keep from every 
form of evil and immoral conduct. There 
must be no hint or suggestion of wrong-
doing, the leader must be seen to be a 
“man of God” whose heart is set to live 
for God in doing the will of God, he is a 
man devoted to God, who does not shirk 
from the the responsibility of living 
righteously, a man who knows the power 
and help of the Holy Spiri t in 
overcoming sin and temptations, and 
who is an example to others and so, like 
Paul, can say to others, “imitate 
me” (1Cor. 4:16, Phil. 3:17, Titus 2:7,8). 

7. Men who exhort, comfort and 
charge 

You know how we exhorted, and 
comforted, and charged every one of 
you, as a father does his own children, 
that you would walk worthy of God who 
calls you into His own kingdom and 
glory (1Thess. 2:11,12). 

Paul had previously used the picture 
of a nursing mother in verse 7 to 
describe aspects of his ministry, now he 
describes aspects of his ministry in terms 
of fatherhood, this thought of parental 
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care is important to him and shows how 
much he loved and cared for God’s 
children. Whereas the picture of the 
nursing mother spoke of loving nurture, 
the picture of the father here speaks of 
preparation, just as fathers ought to do 
all they can to prepare their children for 
life in the world, so Paul sees himself 
preparing the believers for a life of 
service to God.  There are acts of loving 
discipline involved here, along with 
urgent pleadings and warnings. A loving 
father wants the very best for his 
children, his desire for them is that they 
meet their full potential, that their 
abilities and talents are put to the very 
best use and that they find fulfilment in 
life. The task is not easy, he must steer 
them clear of distractions and unhelpful 
pursuits, at times with chastisements, at 
others with encouragements, rewarding 
when appropriate, punishing when 
necessary. The letter to the Hebrews 
points out how God disciplines His 
children, chastening and correcting just 
as human fathers do, but God does it out 
of His love, and for our eternal benefit 
that we may be partakers of His holiness 
(Heb. 12:3-11). Paul too, because he 
loves the children of God instructs them 
in the ways of righteousness, chastening 
and correcting, encouraging them to 
enter fully into the life that God has 
called them to.  Paul knows there is 
nothing better to do with the short span 
of life than to “press on” and “lay hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus has also 
laid hold of me” (Phil. 3:12), anything 
else can be counted as rubbish (Phil. 
3:8), and he, as a good minister of Christ 

will do all he can to direct others into the 
same attitude. 

Example is again so important, the 
ministers life, itself, surrendered to the 
will of God, subjected to God’s 
discipline and correction is to be one 
worthy of imitation. His acts must 
confirm his words, his spiritual maturity, 
wise counsel, gentle but firm correction 
all exhibit an attitude of fatherly love 
which is itself an imitation of God’s 
fatherly love for His children. 
  
Conclusion 
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
think of anything as being from 
ourselves, but our sufficiency is from 
God, who also made us sufficient as 
ministers of the new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit: for the letter kills, 
but the Spirit gives life  (2Cor. 3:5,6). 

Reading through the preceding seven 
points may well bring to our minds 
Paul’s words from 2Cor. 2:16, “who is 
sufficient for these things?”   Ministry is 
a very serious matter before God and 
before His people, the seven points 
considered here ought to bring that home 
very strongly to the reader.  The thought 
of our own unworthiness and lack of 
natural abilities in the realm of Church 
leadership should cause us to consider 
very seriously indeed the call to ministry, 
and exhorts us to make sure that God has 
indeed called, and that in making the call 
God Himself is going to equip. And that 
is one of the great wonders of ministry, it 
is true that we are not sufficient of 
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ourselves to meet the requirements, but it 
is equally true, that God, through the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit is able to 
make us sufficient. God takes the foolish 
and with it confounds the wise. When a 
defeated Moses believed he was unable 
God made the greatest leader of all;  
when proud Peter fell, God restored and 
made a great preacher and apostle. To be 
inhibi ted by our own sense of 
uselessness is to doubt the ability of God 
to make something useful of us for His 
work and for His glory, on the other 
hand, to be filled with confidence in 
ones’ own natural abilities robs God of 
His glory and inhibits the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, and robs others of the true 
spiritual blessings. The minister must 
come to the place of understanding 
exemplified by Paul’s words in 1Cor. 

15:10, “By the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me was not in 
vain; but I laboured more abundantly 
than they all, yet not I but the grace of 
God which was with me.” 

There is no place for pride in the 
work of Christian ministry, nor, once 
called, should there be any place for 
feelings of uselessness, rather an attitude 
of complete dependance on the grace of 
God along with a sense of wonder and 
expectancy that God will do great things 
because He is working through His 
chosen vessel, and when that vessel is 
pure and completely yielded to His will 
there is no limit to what God can do with 
and through it. 

Paul Sherbird  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The God of Israel said,

The Rock of Israel spoke to me:


He who rules over men must be just, ruling in 
the fear of God.  


And he shall be like the light of the morning 
when the sun rises, 


A morning without clouds, 

Like the tender grass springing out of the 

earth, 

By clear shining after the rain. 


(2Sam. 23:3,4) 
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Statement Outlining CMFI Response to Disagreements and 
Controversies Within the Body of Christ 

From time to time disagreements or controversies and conflicts arise 
between members of the body of Christ, and sadly between ministers and 
ministries. In CMFI we have experienced this, sometimes between our own 
members, and sometimes between our own members and those of other 
ministries not affiliated. 

When such issues happen, the Biblical way to deal with these is clearly 
taught by Jesus in Matthew 18:15-17, and of course always climaxes in the 
local church. When and where these steps are not willing to be 
taken, those parties are disobedient to Scripture, and for this they will  have 
to answer directly to the Lord. One cannot just walk away from this 
responsibility. The local church is the final arbiter on all matters of faith, 
conduct and discipline, and must act according to the word of God. 

CMFI has on a few occasions lost members because they have refused or 
declined to follow Biblical steps and teaching. Where there is a refusal or 
unwillingness to submit to the Scriptures, there is little further CMFI can do 
to sort out situations. Some have sought to try and put CMFI in place of 
these clear Biblical steps, and suggest that we are somehow responsible for 
failure to resolve situations, but in doing that they go beyond Scripture, and 
have avoided the Biblical injunctions. We are always open to mediate in 
situations where all parties are willing to submit to the Scriptures, 
and when all the facts are humbly placed before us. The motive must always 
be to “win our brother” not to destroy him or his ministry or take vengeance. 

Sadly, social media is now being used to air opinions and differences 
between believers. CMFI strongly repudiates such actions and will have 
nothing to do with such. 

Where outside parties who are not directly involved in disputes approach 
us, we will refer them to the steps mentioned above, and will not engage 
with anybody who makes an anonymous approach, or an approach from 
wrong motive. 

The CMFI Council; December 2019
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Christian Ministerial Fellowship 
International

Annual Conference and AGM 2020
4pm Wednesday 7th October to 2pm Friday 9th October

Kings Park Action Centre, Kings Park Rd., 
Northampton, NN3 6LL

Prices:
(All rooms are twin-bedded and en-suite)
• Full residential stay including meals: 

• Shared twin room: £147.00 per person.
• Single occupancy of room: £147.00, subject to availability.

• One night residential stay (includes evening meal, breakfast and lunch): 
£73.50.

• Day visitor: £8.50 (includes 2 coffee breaks, no meals).
• Meals for day visitors: Breakfast, £9.30; Lunch, £9.30; Dinner, 

£16.20.

Other:
• Limited number of adapted and wheelchair accessible rooms are 

available on request.
• Special diets are catered for, please advise as necessary.

Booking:
To secure a place a deposit of £20 per person is required.
• Full payment to be made by 2nd September, 2020.
• Cheques made payable to “CMFI”.
• Day visitors please book at least 2 weeks in advance.

Enquiries to: Paul Sherbird: admin@cmfi.org.uk; Tel: 01872 263579
Postal address: CMFI, ℅ 3 Fairmantle St, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2EG

mailto:admin@cmfi.org.uk
mailto:admin@cmfi.org.uk
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CMFI MEMBERSHIP

Membership of CMFI is offered in four distinct categories:
i) Ministerial Membership is for men with a proven ministry as 
defined in Ephesians 4:11.
ii) Associate Membership is for male and female Christian 
workers who do not hold leadership, headship and governance 
positions in church.
iii) Supporters are those who are in agreement with the purpose 
and beliefs of CMFI, and desire to use their particular resources 
to support and promote the work of CMFI.
iv) Affiliations: Church fellowships or Christian organisations 
seeking affiliation with CMFI should contact the CMFI Council 
to discuss terms.

* Application forms and a copy of the constitution will be 
supplied on request.
* Annual subscription fees apply.

email: admin@cmfi.org.uk
Tel:  +44 (0) 1872 263579
www.cmfi.org.uk
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