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  CMFI News  

CMFI Annual Conference, 2018
Know How You Ought to Conduct Yourself in the Household of God 

(1Tim. 3:15)

The Annual CMFI Conference and AGM will soon be upon us, and the 
Council met recently to discuss and make plans for the conference.  As we came 
together we found a particular concern expressed that seems to be a common 
experience among us. This concern relates to the role of the local church in the 
lives of the Lord’s people. It seems to us there is a very definite decline in 
appreciation of the local church as the place to go to for spiritual nurture and 
growth, for counselling, and for teaching. I am not talking here of apostate 
churches, which of course sound believers should stay away from, but of places 
where the minister and elders are sound in Biblical doctrine, where discernment 
is exercised, and where there is recognition of the dangers of the times we live in 
- these are safe places for the sheep under the watchful eye of a caring shepherd 
who has been called and appointed to the role by the Great Shepherd, the Lord 
Jesus Himself.

We shared common experiences of how this lack of appreciation 
manifests itself, and examples of this are: lack of support for leaders (both 
financially and spiritually); inattentativeness in meetings; lack of focus in worship; 
vocal interruptions during ministry of the word; no recognition of, or submission to 
the leaders’ spiritual authority; a belittling of the local leaders’ ministry by 
comparing it with other assumed greater ministries. Ultimately, such 
manifestations lead to divisions and church splits based on acceptance or 
rejection of the leaders’ ministry.

This all raises various and serious questions for ministry and the place of 
the local church in today’s world. We agreed that the ministry of the local church 
should be central to the believers’ spiritual life, and this must include a willing 
submissiveness to God’s appointed leaders (cf. Heb. 13:17). Where there is a 
lack of appreciation of the role and ministry of the local church, there will also, it 
seems to us, be a missing-out on God’s provision, and a failure to do one’s share 
as a properly equipped member of the body of Christ (cf. Eph. 4:11-16), which is 
surely grievous not only to the Lord, but also to those who genuinely seek to 
obey and serve the Lord within their local church.

We believe the Lord led us in our conversation, and that this should be 
the theme of the CMFI conference this year, and hence we were led to the above 
scripture from 1 Timothy.

We do see the annual conference as a vital, and pivotal point in the 
ministry of CMFI, and we love to see as many of our members there as possible. 
If you have not yet signed up, there is still time to do so, please contact me.
Paul Sherbird (Secretary CMFI) 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RUNNING THE RACE, FINISHING THE COURSE

A few months ago, the Lord gave me what I believe was a prophetic dream. 
The essence was being in race and seeking to obtain a prize. I am not free to 
go into details here. However, this theme gives some keys, aids and 
challenges for every believer:
(1) There has to be a BEGINNING to our race.
(2) We have to discover the COURSE the Lord has for our lives.
(3) We have to run the race well.
(4) We have to complete it.
(5) There can be a prize at the end or we can just make it.
Somebody once said “It’s not how you start the race, but how you finish which 
is important.”

The Apostle Paul started his race as described in Acts 9, by an encounter with 
the living Lord Jesus Christ. Then Ananias was sent to bring revelation about 
his COURSE (Acts 9 v 17-18), and God’s plan for his life. All of us should not 
only be saved but understand HIS plan for our time on planet earth. Often the 
Lord can give us prophetic revelation about our futures, although, thank God, 
He does not give us every detail! Philippians 3 vs 13-14 reveals something of 
Paul’s background and aspirations. Remember that the Lord is both THE 
AUTHOR and FINISHER of our faith. In Acts 20 vs 22-24, when speaking with 
the elders of Ephesus for the final time before travelling to Rome where his life 
would end, Paul said that whilst revelation from God showed some of the 
things which he would experience (none of them easy), “NONE OF THESE 
THINGS MOVE ME. Neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
FINISH MY COURSE with JOY, and the ministry which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus to testify of the gospel of the grace of God”.
 
There are 2  keys,  1), let nothing put us off; 2), not counting our lives dear unto 
OURSELVES. Total surrender and taking up the cross daily.
 
The profitable servants (parable of the talents) when their Lord returned and 
reckoned with them, were able to produce FRUIT, which evoked the response 
of the Master “Well done you good and FAITHFUL servant. Enter into the joy of 
the Lord” (Matt  25). What a great ending. There are rewards of PRIZES at the 
end. There are in fact 5 CROWNS to be won  The Apostle Paul was always 
seeking to be the best that he could be and ensure he completed the course. In 
1 Corinthians 9 v24 he says, “Don’t you know that they which run in a race all 
run, but ONE receive the prize. SO RUN THAT YOU MAY OBTAIN.” Read vs 
25-27 for further instruction. His great fear was that at the end he could be a 
“castaway”. What a tragedy after getting so far round the course. The important 
thing is that we are not taken up with “DEAD WORKS”- wood, hay and stubble, 
but those works which are gold, silver and precious stones and which emanate 
from the Holy Spirit, “for we are HIS WORKMANSHIP, created in Christ Jesus 
UNTO GOOD WORKS, which God has BEFORE PREPARED, that we should 
walk in them” (Ephesians 2 v 10). How blessed to know that He already has 
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And let the beauty of the 
LORD our God be upon us; 

And establish thou the work 
of our hands upon us.   

Ps. 90:17 

CMFI Meetings 

August 11th - 17th 
Re-digging the Wells Bible 
Week 
Bicton College, Devon 

Sept 12th -14th 
CMFI Conference and AGM 
Kings Park Action Centre, 
Northampton 

Sat. Oct. 13th 
CMFI Day of Prayer 
Penn Royal School, 
Wolverhampton 

CMFI Members’ 
Meetings 

7th Ribble Valley Family 
Bible Camp 
Tues. 31st July - Sun Aug. 5th. 
A family centred time of 
spiritual rest and refreshment. 
Main Speaker: Rev John 
Angliss, 
Contact: Pastor Chris Okpoti: 
01254 878394 
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WORKS waiting for us to do in HIS eternal plan. The other important thing is that we discover OUR 
COURSE. See Jeremiah 1 v 5 for how this works for God’s servants, and then link it with the above verse 
and also Ephesian 1 vs 4-5. PRE-DESTINATE simply means ‘to arrange your life course’. Galatians 1 vs 
15 -16 show Paul’s own experience here.  How amazing that all of this is planned by God before the 
foundation of the world. To quote an old hymn, “Oh let me see your footsteps and in them plant my own.” To 
understand these wonderful truths takes away so much of the strain, stress and confusion we so often 
experience.
 
In John 20 v 21, Peter looked at John and said to Jesus, “Lord and what shall this man do?” The answer of 
Jesus is succinct, “ If I will that he tarry until I come, WHAT IS THAT TO YOU? You follow me.” In other 
words, “Mind your own business!” So often we are busybodies wanting to know what others are up to or 
emulating or being envious of others. Our responsibility is to find “MY COURSE” and run it so that I obtain 
the prize at the end. Paul said just before his departure to be with the Lord, “For I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand” (often the Lord shows His servants when they are about to 
go home, here and 2 Peter 1 v 14). “I have fought a good fight, I have FINISHED MY COURSE, I have kept 
the faith; Henceforth there is laid up for me a CROWN of righteousness …” May every CMFI member be 
sure they are on their God given course, discover what they should be doing in life, and do it in HIS 
strength right through until the end in order to receive the prize, receiving prophetic direction from the 
WORD of God, and also through the gifts of the Holy Spirit where appropriate.
 
With every blessing in the Lord,
John Angliss (Chairman of the Council)
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John Angliss itinerary for Ambassador International Ministry.
 
Sunday July 22nd; Redruth Baptist Church, Cornwall, 6.30 pm. Contact Michael/Gill Saldivar. Tel 
01736-740140
 
Friday 24th-Monday 27th August: Ark Christian Fellowship Church weekend, King’s Park Northampton with 
guests Ian Huxham and Chris Hill.

Wednesday 19th September.; Swindon Prophetic Witness Movement International.7.30-9.30 pm at 
Storehouse Fellowship. Contact Diane McLelland. Tel 01793-271699
 
Saturday 22nd September: Teaching day with ARK Christian Fellowship, Reading

Sunday 23rd September, 10.30 am: Sandygate Fellowship, Marlow. Contact David Ledster. Tel 
01923-284948.
 
Saturday 29th, Sunday 30th Sept: Scartho Celebration Church, Grimsby. 
Contact Pastor Andy King. Tel  078666-265155.
 
Sunday 11th November,10.30 am: Ark Christian Fellowship, Reading.

Saturday 24th November: Teaching day with ARK Christian Fellowship, Reading.

Sunday 23rd December,10.30 am: Ark Christian Fellowship, Reading.

http://cmfi.org.uk
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UK and Ireland Reports

In Dublin's Fair City: Re-digging The Wells

Friday 22nd June and on a beautiful morning (they told me it always rains in 
Ireland), John Angliss and I were picked up from our hotel by our brothers from 
the North, who kindly took us to the venue of the 'CMFI All Ireland Day', via what 
seemed like every roundabout in the city!  

However, if the short journey between the two hotels did not go exactly to plan, 
that was the only thing that didn't. Therefore, the rest of the day proved to be a 
particularly well organised and encouraging meeting in every way. From the 
choice of venue itself, to the professionally produced publicity material, 
everything had been well planned and organised. This most certainly included a 
wonderful time of praise and worship - special thanks to John and Rob who led 
us skilfully in to the presence of God. 

It was a joy to meet up with friends old and new and to worship the Lord 
together. From the off there was a wonderful sense of unity. Any wonder then, 
that the Lord blessed us throughout the meeting. There were testimonies from 
Stephen and Owen, and John and I each gave a word either side of lunch. Both 
provided an explanation of some of the typology found in Genesis Chapter 26, 
John speaking about the wells of water, whereas I spoke about 'two types of 
herdsmen (pastors), and both relating their teaching to the work and purpose of 
CMFI. This was followed by a time of questions and answers.

Prior to some fond farewells, those who were not already members of CMFI 
were invited to express an interest in joining. Perhaps the greatest endorsement 
of the success of the day then, was the very positive response and, I 
understand, the Secretary has been requested to send out further information to 
seven prospective applicants.

By way of an encouragement to us all, it is wonderful to see how the Lord is 
using CMFI in Ireland. It is my belief that the hunger for His Word and 
enthusiasm for the work of organisations such as ours, as demonstrated in 
Ireland, exists throughout the UK and beyond. Thank you Stephen, Tim and all 
involved in arranging such a tremendous meeting, and glory to God for all that 
He is doing. I for one will be watching Ireland closely to see what He does next.      
      
Ian Huxham
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Other Meetings 

Israel and Prophecy: 
At: 
Woodberry Down Baptist 
Church  
190 Vartry Road  
South Tottenham  
London 
N15 6HA 
July 28th: Ian Huxham 
August 4th: Mark Surey 

At: 
All Souls Clubhouse 
141 Cleveland Street 
London 
W1T 4QG 
Sept 8th: Brian Miller 
Sept 15th: Stephen Maltz 
Oct. 6th: Richard Peacock 
Oct. 20th: Charles Gardner 
Oct. 27th: Bill Randles 
Nov. 3rd : Chris Hill 
Nov. 24th:John Hayward 
Dec. 8th: Paul Williams 

At: 
Court Evangelical Church, 
Mottingham: 
22nd Sept: Women’s 
conference with Deborah 
Menelaws. 

Contact for above: 
Sally Richardson 
sally.shekhinah@gmail.com 
m 07985 577773 

More details: 
www.israelandprophecy.org 
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CMFI Ireland, Information Day

A CMFI Ireland Information Day was held in the Carlton Hotel, Dublin on Friday 22 June. Pastor Stephen 
Trimble and Pastor Tim McIlwrath felt for some time that there was a need for Christian leaders to come 
together throughout Ireland. For too long they had been segregated and isolated within this Island where 
God has placed them. In all twenty three leaders came along, from Donegal in the north to Cork in the 
south. The visiting speakers were Pastor John Angliss and Pastor Ian Huxham from England. 

After a time of worship Pastors John and Ian outlined the objectives of CMFI, highlighting the need for both 
the Word and the Spirit, and not following the latest trend or fad. Pastor Stephen shared on why he had 
joined CMFI in 2007. He believed that due to false teaching and unrealised visions many Christians had 
become disillusioned, discouraged and were questioning everything. CMFI preached truth and helped 
protect the sheep. Pastor Owen O’Donohoe gave a short testimony of how the Lord saved him and used 
him to birth a fellowship in Boyle, Co Roscommon.

The theme for the day was, ‘A Time to Re-Dig the Wells’, and both John and Ian shared on this subject. In 
Genesis Isaac re-dug the wells which had been stopped up by the Philistines, the enemies of God. Today, 
teachings which compromise, withhold or taint the pure doctrines of the Holy Scriptures can be compared 
to the Philistines stopping up the wells, therefore it is vital that the true church provides water from the wells 
of sound Biblical truth.

The day ended with an interesting Question and Answer session with John and Ian in the hot seats! Most of 
the non-CMFI people present could see the benefit of being a member of CMFI, and expressed interest in 
joining. A further conference is to be organised later in the year when it is hoped even more leaders will see 
the need to stand together in these days and come along. This once conservative nation has turned 
extremely liberal in recent years and without the Lord Jesus Christ and the truth of His Word there is no 
hope. Please pray.

Stewart Dempster, Ireland Regional Rep.

Bethel Christian Fellowship, Co. Donegal, Ireland
We hosted  the annual CMFI Conference in April, we will remember this one, there was great unity, and 
above all the truth of God's word, and the LORD'S presence.
Saturday 28th, meetings were at 10 am; at 12 am;  and 2pm. 
Sunday 29th,  morning service 10:30 am;  evening  at 6:30 pm in our home church.
Guest speakers this year were CMFI Council members:
Pastor John Angliss, with pastoral insights and experience gained from 40 years of pastoral ministry and 
50 years of preaching, he gave a very timely message on “Jabez prayer” on the Saturday, and then on the 
Sunday his message was on  “Enlargement” - it was a word in season.
Pastor Jason Wright, Bible teacher, taught on “Thy Kingdom Come” twice on the Saturday part 1 and part 
2 great truths, also in season.
Pastor Tim Mcllwrath  greeted everyone, we had a lovely time of fellowship over a meal, the church ladies 
helped all day again, a big thank you very much. A special thanks to Margaret for all the meals and 
accommodation for her guests, thank you Alan for arranging the venue. We had a wonderful time with 
friends old and new, the word was challenging both Saturday and then on Sunday morning and evening.

Looking forward to next year - hurry back.
Pastor Willie Dick
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CMFI East Midlands Regional Day - report
Our first East Midlands regional fellowship day was held on June 16th at Edenham Regional House, 
Bourne, Lincolnshire. The day was well attended with several visitors some travelling from further north 
(Grimsby) and interest was shown in joining CMFI. Those pastors I spoke to all agreed on the need for 
closer fellowship with like minded brethren and also expressed thanks that membership of CMFI provides 
an element of accountability which we all need.

Our first speaker (Leo Baxter) shared his personal testimony which in itself was most encouraging; to see 
how God saves a person is always incredibly moving. However Leo also challenged the gathered saints 
asking "what is your ongoing testimony?” - in other words how is our walk with Jesus now? Have you 
moved on with the Lord or simply stagnated. Leo urged us to have a living testimony, an ongoing testimony 
in the Lord.

This testimony especially affected some of the young ones gathered to the degree that during the Saturday 
evening one young man burdened by past sin openly confessed and later shared publicly his break-though 
on the Sunday. Many were encouraged and there was much prayer, tears and mutual edification. 

Please pray for John, an unbeliever - who sacrificed his beloved world cup football - to attend with his 
saved girlfriend (Edyta). John has been attending our church for several weeks and I sense the Lord 
working on his heart. When a man has tears in his eyes you know something is happening! Please pray for 
his salvation which will bring much unity to this couple.

Our second speaker was myself and I felt led to share on "How did we get here - and where are we going" 
this teaching explored Western civilisations present worldview, namely postmodernism and how we arrived 
at this point and more importantly where we are heading. A historical look at biblical hermeneutics from the 
Church fathers to present day showed how Holy writ once ruled supreme then later through the 
enlightenment scripture lost out to rationalism, liberalism etc. I feel it imperative to get a handle on how 
society has arrived at where it is in order to share the Gospel with the postmodern world. More importantly 
was how these various "signs" reveal the nearness of our Lord's second advent. 

Overall a blessed day. I thank all CMFI members for their prayers for this 
event which undoubtably affected the outcome. Thank you LORD - To God 
be the Glory!
Your brother in HIS service
Jason Wright

Open Air Witness
Here is a picture of me outside Parliament on the 3rd July where I 
support an Open Air Mission worker. Activities include giving out Christian 
literature, engaging in conversation and answering questions as well as 
public speaking. We proclaim the Gospel of the Lord Jesus and the need 
for repentance, forgiveness and faith in God.  

Recently I have supported work in Leicester Square, Covent Garden, St 
Paul's, Whitechapel Market and outside the National Gallery in London.  

Richard Hamblin 

 www. cmfi.org.uk      email: cmfi@btinternet.com                                                                               6

http://cmfi.org.uk
mailto:cmfi@btinternet.com


[[TYPE A QUOTE FROM THE DOCUMENT OR THE SUMMARY OF AN INTERESTING POINT. YOU CAN POSITION THE TEXT 

CMFI Newsletter July 2018

The Visit of John Mellor to the ‘African Evangelical Christian Church’ (AECC), Bukavu, 
Eastern D.R. Congo, 2nd - 12th March 2018.

 
CMFI member Pastor Fred Wilondja Wakula invited me to Bukavu. He, in collaboration with colleagues in 
Bukavu & further afield, arranged the programme. I’m sure that the devil didn’t wish this trip to take place. I 
am extremely grateful for all the prayer partnership with which I have been blessed. I have difficulty 
remembering when ministry has so proceeded almost like a dream. Friends in the UK must have been 
moved by God to make so many personal responses to my request for prayer fellowship, & He answered 
your prayers very wonderfully. I can’t thank you enough. God bless you for your fellowship in Him.

Pastor Fred leads an independent community of churches whose member assemblies are spread over a 
very wide geographical area – one pastor travelled 1,000 kms from the southern end of Lake Kivu, & 
another told me he’d taken 42 days to travel 1,650 kms from the Kasai to Bukavu for the meetings. All the 
meetings, or services, were held in very modestly built chapels. They have corrugated-iron roofs – Pastor 
Fred’s are obviously re-used ones as they have nail-holes to testify to the fact - & the walls are made of 
plastic-laminated tarpaulins. This may be because, as in the case of Pastor Fred’s church, they rent the 
ground from a neighbouring house & if necessary they may fairly easily dismantle them & move them 
elsewhere.

The general state of the roads made travel to Pastor Fred’s home a severe trial. Even at 20 kph one is so 
shaken up by the bumpy state of them that it would be vastly preferable to walk if that were feasible. Apart 
from the enormous potholes & gullies caused by erosion, the soil is some kind of clay that sets in rock-hard 
knobbles. Access to any of the churches we visited is by narrow, uneven, dirt paths between houses; very 
muddy following rain & often bordered by foul open drains. 

Pastor Fred & his assistant, Pastor Paul Esende had thought that I would minister in English & they would 
then interpret into Swahili. However, there was a spiritual dynamic & I had wished from the outset to use a 
language that some at least of my hearers would understand. I hadn’t expected it to be feasible to use 
Lingala as I knew that few Kivu people know it. However, I had been speaking Lingala since I met Pastor 
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Fred in Kigali, & before I began to preach in French on Sunday 4th, I 
greeted the folk in Lingala; then, as I went into French I was told to use 
Lingala. I had been ready to speak using French & all my preparation has 
been in French. But it has been truly wonderful to find oneself as fluent as 
ever in Lingala & all glory be to God. When I told the congregation at the 
last worship & preaching meeting that I hadn’t preached in Lingala since 
before we left Kinshasa on 29th April 2006, they were astonished & 
marvelled at the grace of God.  Thank you again for your wonderful prayer 
fellowship. I am certain that it bears much responsibility for how blessed 
this trip has been.

The programme was as follows:
• Sunday 4th March - Preaching in the AECC Hefsiba Church, ‘Marriage to Jesus’.
• Monday & Tuesday 5th & 6th - Church Leaders Training Seminar in the AECC 

Hefsiba Church, general subject, ‘Leadership’.
• Wednesday 7th - Preaching at the above church: ‘The Way to be Right in God’s 

Eyes’.
• Thursday 8th - Preaching at a second church: ‘The Prayer Meeting’.
• Friday 9th - Preaching at a third church: ‘ Jesus’ Mission to Testify to the Truth’.
• Sunday 11th – Preaching in the AECC Hefsiba Church, ‘The Last Days’. I asked 

my interpreter to close in prayer & he made an extremely impassioned invitation 
to which, of the 90 people that filled the chapel, 13 came forward. He was 
obviously touched that I should have told him that his prayer would be very 
significant (much more useful than mine would have been). It’s so important for 
visitors to demonstrate to local folk the value of their own ministers. But this day 
it was Holy Spirit guidance.

Pastor Iks, who had travelled 1,650 kms from the Kasai, came one day with another pastor to where I was 
staying. The latter had travelled 1,000 kms & because of his boat’s delayed start he had missed the 
seminars. Pastor Iks had taken full notes from the seminars & I saw his friend copying them out – praise 
God, for He is very wonderful! He, God, is entitled to all the glory that those notes are worth copying & it’s 
like a dream to be a tool in His hands.

I was greatly blessed by the Lord. There were some knotty situations in which His peace reigned 
throughout. As happens in Congo, I was attacked by devils one night – folk in the West would call it a 
nightmare. The devil doesn’t like his strongholds to be attacked, & has ways of attacking us that don’t stand 
up to logical analysis yet are horrible nonetheless. Thanks be to God for the precious blood of Jesus that 
always overcomes the devil’s activity.

I was generally accepted as ‘Congolese’ for the fluency God has given in a Congolese language & the 
empathy with the folk, born of a profound love for them, which is also a gift of God. 

‘My Utmost for His Highest’ is a wonderful title for a book. I believe that it should be every born-again 
believer’s ambition to want his/her Saviour to have all that there is of him/her. It was my wish to share this 
ambition with those who came to the above meetings & I have reason to believe that God, who put it there 
in the first place, used it to His glory. Blessed be His name! Amen. 
John Mellor
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Forthcoming CMFI 
Members’ Overseas Trips

Poland: Ralph Brockman 
will be teaching at a 
Christian camp in Bielice, 
Poland, 5th August to 13th 
Aug.

India: Ralph Brockman and 
John Mellor are planning to 
visit India 24th October to 
12th Nov. They will be 
visiting CMFI pastors Rajpal 
and Rao in Andhra Pradesh, 
they will be ministering at 
pastors seminars, cottage 
meetings and Sunday 
services. Visas to be applied 
for, and travel plans 
finalised.

Prayers much appreciated 
for the above.
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IN JESUS GLOBAL MISSIONS - Kenya

Our journey On April 23rd 2018, Simon and Fiona Wyatt and John Hayward flew from London Heathrow to 
Nairobi via Amsterdam arriving at c. 8am the next morning. After a short wait we took a short internal flight 
with Kenya Airways to north west to Kisumu, which is on the edge of Lake Victoria. Pastor Moses Wafula 
met us and drove us one and a half hours in a hired car further north to Bungoma, which was to be our 
home for the next 8 days.

Our Mission We had been invited over to lead a three day conference for pastors, church leaders and their 
wives, beginning on the Wed April 25th. Each day the programme followed the same format viz. A meeting 
for everybody followed by a separate meeting for men and women. There were one other separate meeting 
after lunch. The bulk of each meeting was about an hour's teaching from the Bible, from John or Simon for 
the mixed and men's gatherings and about an hour's teaching similarly from Fiona for the Ladies' meetings. 
We were of course interpreted, although we did attempt to begin our talks with a greeting in Swahili. Each 
meeting contained some worship and some follow up response. 
At our request, Moses had arranged a meeting at his home at the end of the day, by invitation only. All three 
of us were united in the conviction that we needed to explain Bible Meditation, how to let the Lord speak 
through the scriptures directly. This meeting was more of a workshop format and we encouraged those 
present to meditate then share first from Ps.46:1-3 on the second evening then Ps. 27:1-2 on the final 
evening. It was thrilling to hear the growth in their experience and understanding.

Our visits On the Saturday and Monday, we were taken to visit the homes of two pastors, and to meet the 
orphans and widows who live and are schooled there. There are two outhouses at each which serve as 
church and school, and in some cases dormitory.We did meetings at each venue and on the Monday were 
presented with gifts.Moses presented the widows with a third cow, which will provide milk and additional 
income. We were also given Kenyan names!
We also visited the land which the Mission has bought and which adjoins one of the venues. It was great to 
see the maize grown to shoulder height with a promise of a bumper harvest. Next to the land, the Mission 
had paid for electricity to be brought to the water tower and the well which had been bored, with the 
promise of fresh water no matter what the weather conditions are. On Sunday morning we went with Moses 
to the church he pastors and where Simon preached.

Conclusion On the final Tuesday, we met with the Board to hear more of their needs and aspirations. 
There is a need for them to identify the priorities and goals for their work, rather than having to react to 
needs in the short term. Those priorities include bibles in Swahili, health insurance, personal insurance, 
provision of blankets and bed linen.
Simon and Fiona Wyatt , John Hayward

Editorial Note:
The CMFI Council would give notice that Pastor Moses Wafula is no longer a member of CMFI, he resigned 
his membership  in February this year, noting in his resignation letter that he, “strongly believed the Lord is 
leading me to a different area of ministry.” We pray he will know the Lord’s leading for the future.
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Is Annihilationism Biblical?
By Jason Wright

The CMFI statement of faith includes the phrase; we believe “In the everlasting conscious punishment of 
the wicked and unrepentant” in Hell . This position was recently called into question and an alternative view 1

suggested, namely postponed annihilationism. This theory teaches that following resurrection the unsaved 
dead suffer punitive punishment after which they pass into non-existence. Is this a Biblical doctrine?

Annihilationist Arguments and Biblical responses

Argument 1 - Fire Imagery & Destruction
The annihilationist argues that literal fire “burns” and “destroys” therefore those thrown into the Lake of Fire 
will be literally burnt up and completely destroyed (Grk. apollumi Matthew 10:28; cf. 2 Peter 2:6; Rev. 
20:15)

Biblical Response
The use of “fire imagery” in scripture conveys a theological truth, namely that of suffering. This suffering 
includes; weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt 13:40-41) anguish and torment (Luke 16:25, 28) eternal fire 
where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched (Matt 18:8; Jude 1:13c; Mark 9:48-48; Isaiah 
66:24) . Such language conveys the ongoing horrors of Hell. Hence while apollumi is translated 2

“destruction” at Matt 10:28 this word carries the sense of loss and ruin (cf. Luke 15:9; 2 Peter 3:6) not 
extinction, thus the final state of the wicked is utter loss, ruin and waste in the abode of Hell shut out from 
the presence of God eternally (Matt. 25:41).

Argument 2 - The Justice of God
A loving God would not forever torture a person for finite sins; instead the dead will be judged according to 
their individual sins and then annihilated (Exodus 21:4; Rev. 20:12).

Biblical Response
Sin is more than human action; it is the very nature of man. Therefore every human is trapped in a sin-
nature (Gen. 2:17; Rom. 5:12; Ec. 7:20; Ps. 51:5) and consequently alienated from God. As God is both 
righteousness and holy, his perfect character demands judgment against sin (2 Thess. 1:9), in fact to sin 
against an eternal God invariably demands eternal consequences. Mankind therefore deserves Hell. Even 
if one believes such judgment is unjust we must concede that as sovereign creator, God has every right to 
deal with his creation however he wants (Rom. 9:20, 11:33-36; Is. 45:9). 

• “God’s justice stands forever against the sinner in utter severity. The vague and tenuous hope that 
God is too kind to punish the ungodly has become a deadly opiate for the consciences of millions. It 
hushes their fears and allows them to practice all pleasant forms of iniquity while death draws every 
day nearer and the command to repent goes unregarded. As responsible moral beings we dare not 

 In this article the English word Hell is used as a synonym to express the Lake of Fire / Gehenna1

 Inter-testamental literature (Pseudepigrapha and Apocrypha) provides corroborative evidence that Jesus and the Apostles 2

employed intertestimental language and imagery to convey to their audiences the reality of Hell (cf. Judith 16:17; Mid. Gen. 214; 
1 Enoch) 
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so trifle with our eternal future.”  3

Argument 3 - Hell is not eternal
Annihilationists teach that at the resurrection only the truly saved receive immortal bodies whereas the 
unsaved are raised in mortal bodies. Consequently a mortal body thrown into the lake of fire (perhaps after 
a time of punitive suffering) must logically suffer instantaneous and total destruction. This they conclude is 
the “second death” therefore Hell is not eternal (Rev. 20:14; 21:18). 

Biblical Response
To suggest that the unsaved dead receive mortal resurrection bodies is an argument from silence. Rather 
the fact that Hell is described over and over as an eternal abode implies that those who dwell there actually 
have bodies fit for purpose; that is immortal bodies. Thus the “second death” is not extinction but separation 
from God in the lake of fire (Hell) for all eternity (Rev. 20:10, 14-15; Rev. 21:8; Matt 25:46). 

In eschatological language Daniel records that at the end of the age “many of those who sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Dan 
12:2). These are context specific words regarding the final judgment of the wicked, and carry the sense of 
endlessness. Scripture is therefore without ambiguity. When dealing with the fate of rebel humanity 
everlasting punishment means just that – eternal – unending. 

Annihilationist Origins
Where did Annihilationism originate? The theory was first proposed by Arnobius of Sicca (El Kaf, Tunisia) 
circa 303 A.D. Arnobius stated “The wicked go into the fire of Gehenna [Hell], and will ultimately be 
consumed or annihilated.” Historian Philip Schaff notes that Arnobius work as an apologist was: “meager 
and unsatisfactory”  despite his academic failings Arnobius sowed into Church history a teaching contrary 4

to the historic position of the Church. In fact Annihilationism as a doctrine was condemned as heresy at the 
second council of Constantinople in A.D. 553. The protestant creeds flowing out of the reformation likewise 
rejected annihilationism (Westminster confession of Faith XXX2.1; XXXIII.2). Nevertheless the seeds had 
been sown and like so many errors after centuries of incubation, annihilationism reappeared in the works of 
Socinians like John Biddle (1615-62) and Arians like William Whiston (1667-1752).5

Interestingly the major proponents of this doctrine today are pseudo-Christian groups such as the Seventh 
Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christadelphians, Armstrongites and Unitarians (socinians).

Annihilationism is therefore a serious error and should be utterly rejected by all Christians.

Conclusion
The evidence of scripture is conclusive; the lake of fire (Hell/Gehenna) is the future abode of the unsaved 
dead, a place of separation from God and eternal in duration. What exactly lost humanity suffers in this 
fearsome abode is beyond human comprehension. Yet the heart of God is to rescue sinners from such a 
fate. Herein is the great salvific truth of Holy writ; through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ forgiveness 
of sin and reconciliation is possible (John 3:16; Eph. 2:4-5). This incredible truth should drive us to share 

 A. W. Tozer. (reprint 2009) Knowledge of the Holy p. 62 Authentic Media3

 Phillip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. II, pp. 859f.4

 C. W. Morgan., & R. A. Peterson Editors. (2004) Hell Under Fire p. 197. Zondervan5
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the saving message of our Lord Jesus Christ; that God in his mercy offers a way of escape from eternal 
damnation. Let us therefore be active ambassadors of Christ imploring the lost “be reconciled to God” 
before it is too late (2 Cor. 5:18-20).

For those interested in this subject a fuller positional paper is available on the CMFI website.

Recommended further reading:
Death and the Afterlife by Dr. Robert A. Morey
About Heaven & Hell by Kenneth D. Boa & Robert M. Bowman Jr.
Hell Under Fire Edited by Christopher W. Morgan & Robert A. Peterson
Hell on Trail – The Case for Eternal Punishment – Robert A. Peterson
Shades of Sheol by Philip S. Johnston
The formation of Hell by Alan E. Bernstein
The Road to Hell by David Pawson

 www. cmfi.org.uk      email: cmfi@btinternet.com                                                                               12

Christian Ministerial Fellowship International
Annual Conference and AGM 2018

4pm Wednesday 12th September to 2pm Friday 14th September
Kings Park Action Centre, Mouton Park, Northampton, NN3 6LL

Prices:
(All rooms are twin-bedded and en-suite)
• Full residential stay including meals: 

• Shared twin room: £127.00 per person.
• Single occupancy of room: No extra charge, but subject to availability

• One night residential stay (includes evening meal, breakfast and lunch): £68.00.
• Day visitors: £10.90 (includes 2 coffee breaks).

• Meals for day visitors: Breakfast, £8.90; Lunch, £8.90; Dinner, £15:60.
Other:
• Limited number of adapted and wheelchair accessible rooms are available on request.
• Special diets are catered for, please advise as necessary.
Booking:
To secure a place a deposit of £20 per person is required.
• Full payment to be made by 7th August.
• Cheques made payable to “CMFI”.
• Day visitors please book at least 2 weeks in advance.

Enquiries to: Paul Sherbird: cmfi@btinternet.com; Tel: 01872 263579
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