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EDITORIAL

Are we now in those latter days 
foretold by the Apostle Paul when, 
“some will depart from the faith, giving 
heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 
demons” (1Tim. 4:1)? Many of us would 
believe so, and the evidence is out there 
to suggest it is so, with many appearing 
to be departing from “the faith which 
was once and for all delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3), and strange and false 
doctrines abounding. It is not a new 
thing for false prophets and teachers to 
be active, the Old Testament prophets 
withstood and opposed such over and 
over, and in the midst God always had 
His faithful remnant who remained true 
to Him and to His word, but the 
abundance of false teachers and their 
false teachings seen in our day is of an 
extent never seen before.   

Faithful and discerning Bible-
believing Christians will want to keep 
themselves free from all that is contrary 
to God’s word. They look to their church 
leaders for guidance, for instruction, for 
help, for warning, they have a God-given 
right to expect their leaders to be God-
appointed and anointed men who will 
faithfully shepherd the flock. Such men 
should know and stand for Biblical truth, 
encourage others to do so, and not flee 
when the wolves attack. Is is essential 
that such men are able to discern the true 
from the false, and to understand what is 
required of them from the Lord for the 
work of ministry, and that they are able 
to give a good example to the flock (see 

1Pet. 5:1-3; Jn. 10;12,13; Eph. 4:11-14). 
From its outset CMFI has sought to 

uphold and promote the highest 
standards of Christian ministry. It 
recognises, in these day of apostasy, the 
great need of ministers for mutual 
support and accountability, and seeks to 
provide a fellowship of like-minded 
ministers, through whom associated 
faithful churches and ministries will be 
blessed, strengthened, united, and 
encouraged in their walk with the Lord. 

For this, the first edition of a CMFI 
magazine, leaders of CMFI have 
contributed articles which highlight and 
expound upon Biblical aspects of 
ministry and service. We trust these will 
be a source of encouragement, and of 
challenge, while helping those who serve 
and are served to recognise the marks of 
true ministry, and thereby be better 
equipped to discern the true, and so 
resist and oppose the false.  

False apostles are deceitful workers, 
Satan’s ministers who are able to, 
“transform themselves into apostles of 
Christ” and  “ministers of righteousness” 
(2Cor. 11:13-15), thereby leading many 
astray. We must learn to recognise them 
and their false teachings, we need to be 
aware and discerning, we need to give 
attention to what is pure and holy and 
good and praiseworthy. We trust that 
CMFI, in the Lord and with His help, 
can do its part in serving the church to 
this end.  

Paul Sherbird (CMFI Secretary) 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A TESTIMONY 

Ten years ago I lapsed my ministerial 
credential and finally parted ways with 
Elim Pentecostal Churches. Deceived 
and spiritually abused by local church, 
by His grace, God brought me to my 
senses. Deeply concerned by the 
movement's direction of travel post 
Toronto, I found myself at a crossroads, 
both of life and ministry. I had to choose 
a new path. You see, I know through 
personal experience just how lonely it 
can feel when one first leaves a church. 
Leaving behind those people previously 
thought of as family, is no easy thing to 
do. Nevertheless I knew I could have no 
further part of it and I left.  

Feeling disillusioned, hurt and in 
many ways abandoned (it's surprising 
how many of those one felt so very close 
to, suddenly have no interest in 
maintaining relationship), I experienced 
a time in the wilderness. Now, there is 
much God will teach us through a 
wilderness experience, but I would 
suggest that if He is teaching you there, 
learn your lesson quickly and move on. 
Because the wilderness is also a place 
where people die! 

A large helping of hurt and a critical 
spirit is no good thing for a born again 
believer. Proverbs 10:11 says, "the 
mouth of the righteous is a fountain of 
life" and when the Lord showed me that 
I was using my tongue both to bless my 
God and Father and curse men who are 
made in the similitude of God, I realised 
there was a problem. I needed to forgive 

them and move on. 
I know It's not easy to forgive those 

who have hurt you, but haven't we been 
forgiven so much more! We who have 
received grace, simply have to extend 
grace to others, for our sakes as well as 
theirs. Hebrews 12:15 warns us, it is in 
falling short of the grace of God that we 
allow a bitter root to grow up, cause 
trouble and defile many. My friend, God 
does not want us to get bitter; He wants 
us to get better. A spring does not send 
forth fresh water and bitter from the 
same opening and the mouth of the 
righteous is indeed a fountain of life. 

Concerned by how many sincere 
believers I had seen drift away from 
fellowship (and some even from faith) as 
a result of being hurt by church, and well 
aware of ministers who had likewise laid 
down their calling due to such hurt, I 
learned my lesson and repented of my 
critical spirit. When I did, God became 
my teacher and opened my eyes afresh to 
the Scriptures. It became a joy to delve 
deeper into the Word. My understanding 
now came from diligently seeking God 
in His Word and not from erroneous 
denominational doctrine. Praise The 
Lord 

Then, by the leading of God, and 
with the support of my family, I 
purposed to start a fellowship. An 
independent, non denominational church 
of like minded believers. Nine years ago 
in June 2010, we held our first Sunday 
morning service. However, my past 
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experience of church was not wasted. I 
had witnessed and experienced first 
hand, how much hurt and damage a 
minister can cause, and I understood the 
wisdom in godly oversight and 
accountability. Although I had no desire 
to join a denomination again, I also 
knew that I could not be a "lone ranger". 

By divine appointment, (full of far 
too many God-incidences to recount 
here), I attended a Saturday afternoon 
meeting to hear a well known and 
prominent teacher speak. After the 
meeting I spoke with him and shared 
much of my tale, just as I have with you 
in this article, and he directed me to 
Christ ian Ministerial Fellowship 
International (CMFI). 

In CMFI, I found a ministerial 
organisation that I believe to be 
Biblically sound, appropriating Word 
and Spirit in right balance. Godly men, 
upholding the truth and with the one 
common aim, that of the furtherance of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, none other, 
for there is only one gospel, and I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first 
and also for the Greek. 

In recommending CMFI to you, just 

as that brother did to me that day, I do 
not pretend that it is perfect. As an 
organisation it is having to grow and 
adapt to the changing spiritual climate 
all around. A spiritual climate seemingly 
changing so rapidly as we approach the 
end of the church age. But it does so 
fastened to The Rock, and I sincerely 
believe that it will not compromise in 
upholding it's stance on Biblical Truth.  

I am aware that there are many 
brothers and sisters who are out of 
fellowship, just as I was. Many who 
have been hurt and abused by church. 
But we are not to forsake assembling 
together. I am aware that there are many 
men called of God to minister, who can 
simply no longer go along with the 
erroneous doctrine of a particular 
denomination - but where do they go? 

I pray for you, if as I was, you are 
also seeking an answer to that question, 
that as you continue to read this 
magazine, the Lord will speak with you 
and perhaps you will contact CMFI, that 
we might labour together to further the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.   

Ian Huxham 
CMFI Overseas Coordinator  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Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave 
attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those 
who fear the LORD and who esteem His name. “They will be mine,” says the LORD 

of hosts, “on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a 
man spares his own son who serves him.”  

So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked, between the one 
who serves God and the one who does not serve Him (Mal. 3:16-18, NASB).



THE SERVANT OF THE LORD

All of us should aspire to be servants 
of the Lord, and for many in CMFI, this 
has involved a special call from the Lord 
into ‘full-time’ service or some specific 
or special ministry. It is worth noting 
that in the Hebrew the word for servant 
is ebed, and from this is derived 
Obadiah, the minor prophet whose name 
means “servant of the Lord”. In Greek it 
is doulos which is really the word for 
slave or bond-servant. We are also 
reminded of the words of Jesus, “But 
whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant” (Matt 20:27), in 
this case diakonos, from which we get 
the word deacon. However, it contains 
the same thought, that we are not to be 
lords, but to express service and humility 
(I Peter 5:3). 

In the prophecy of Isaiah the word 
“servant” is used in 3 distinct ways: 
1) Israel 41:8; 2) children of God, 
54:17;  3) Jesus Christ, chapter 42. This 
is shown from Matthew 12:17-21. 

God chose Israel to represent Him to 
be a light to the nations. In this they 
failed, although later will be given an 
opportunity once again to fulfil this 
calling. Ultimately He sent His Son to be 
a pattern servant. His service to God is 
set forth as the pattern of ours. Twice in 
Scripture, He is said to be our example:  
(1) In connection with Service, Matt 
20:26-28; Matt 23v 11; (2) In connection 
with suffering, 1 Peter 2:21. 

In Isaiah 42:1-4, we are shown 
prophetically the character of God’s 

servant, and 6 qualities which would 
mark him out. Our standard is God’s 
word, not modern interpretations or 
ideas of what service and leadership is 
about. The servant is not above His 
Master: 

1. Dependence, “My servant, whom I 
uphold.” 

This requires a self-emptying of all 
human sufficiency. A recognition of 
whose servant we are, God’s and not 
men’s, and a total relying on Him for 
everything in strength, word, guidance, 
etc. This was the Son of God (Col 
1:16-17, Heb 1:3), He was so closely 
identified with us in human nature, that 
He required divine upholding. Romans 
9:16, “It is not of man that wills, nor 
man that runs, but of God who shows 
mercy.” Consider these: John 5:19, 
reliant upon God for doing; John 14:24, 
for speaking; 7:16, for teaching; 5:36, 
for working. He was totally dependent 
upon His Father for words and works 
and everything He did, are we? 

  
2. Acceptance,  “Mine elect [chosen] in 
whom my soul delights.” 

In His Servant Israel, He had nothing 
but disappointment, but nothing but 
delight in Jesus Christ. On two occasions 
God’s voice was heard to declare this 
fact: 1), Luke 3, at His Baptism, and 2), 
Luke 9, at his transfiguration, “This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased.” So firstly, we need to always 
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have the deep assurance that we are 
chosen (Ephesians 1:4), and also that this 
choice, based on our response of course, 
is also reflected in our service (John 
15:16). We are saved to serve. A low 
estimate of a high calling is the worst 
a t t i t u d e w e c a n e v e r h a v e . 
Understanding this truth will enable us 
to be secure however much we are 
tested. We can also always know that the 
will of God will never put us where the 
grace of God will not keep us. This 
choice was settled before the foundation 
of the world. It is wonderful to know that 
we are not after-thoughts, but before-
thoughts ! 

  
3. Modesty and humility, “He shall not 
cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be 
heard in the street.” 

In plain English, “He shall not be 
loud or screamy.” No self-advertisement. 
He silenced those who would widely 
advertise His miracles. He shied away 
from crowd popularity. No miracles 
were performed for His own furtherance. 
“God’s highest artists do not inscribe 
their names on the canvas!” How 
different this is to many modern 
ministers (so called). On God TV many 
strut around like peacocks as if they 
owned the place and communicate little 
humility. Do we advertise ourselves?  
Some yea r s ago a we l l -known 
d e n o m i n a t i o n a d v e r t i s e d t h e i r 
conference speakers as “World class 
speakers” which left me feeling 
sickened. We need to be “God anointed” 
not world class! That is how the world 
advertises. See 1 Cor. 2 :2-5 to see what 

Paul was like as God’s servant. 
However, we note in Romans 11:13 that 
Paul said “I magnify mine office.” Jesus 
never minimised His calling or office, 
and neither did Paul, but we have to be 
sure that what we advertise is what God 
has said and also to be careful how we 
advertise that. Observe how Jesus did it, 
He was never self-seeking, egotistical, 
looking for position, showing off, 
arrogant or proud. 

  
4. Compassion, “A bruised reed shall 
He not break and the smoking flax 
[dimly burning wick] shall He not 
quench.” 

He will show mercy to the weak and 
erring ones. This was His speciality. No 
life so bruised and broken that He cannot 
and will not restore (Isa. 61:3). His care 
caused the bruised reed to be restored to 
life. He fanned the dimly burning wick 
into a glowing flame. Consider Peter and 
his denial, and then the personal 
interview he had with Christ, and later 
how Jesus sensitively dealt with him by 
the seashore (John 21). Then he was 
there at Pentecost as the spokesman for 
the eleven. Sometimes we are too quick 
to write people off or look for an excuse 
to eliminate people. Somebody has 
rightly said “The Church is the only 
army which does not care for its 
wounded.” If we are really spiritual and 
godly people, we will take note of the 
injunction in Galatians 6:1, “Brethren, if 
a man be over taken in a faul t 
[paraptoma - a slipping away, a falling 
away when one should have stood 
upright], you which are spiritual, restore 
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such a one in a spirit of meekness, 
considering yourself, lest you also be 
tempted.” Real spiritual strength is the 
ability to put up with other people’s 
weaknesses. “We then that are strong 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves” (Romans 
15:1). Jesus never pleased Himself but 
always sought to do those things which 
were pleasing to the Father (Romans 
8:29). Remember that one day, you 
might be the erring one. How would you 
then wish to be treated? 

  
5. Optimism, “He shall not fail, nor be 
discouraged, till He has set judgment in 
the earth.” 

We search in vain for any pessimism 
in His life. Unshakeable confidence in 
the promises and purposes of God and in 
the coming of His Kingdom. Full of 
hope and assurance (See Matt 16:18-19). 
Not like Mr Micawber in the well known 
classic, looking for something to turn up! 
The words “fail” and “discouraged” are 
the same in the original as “break” and 
“quench”. Christ ministers to these 
conditions, but He Himself is neither one 
nor the other. (Exhortation: Get a 
concordance and study the word “hope” 
in the Bible, you will be blessed!). His 
optimism will be justified by the 
a c h i e v e m e n t o f H i s o b j e c t i v e . 
Discouraged is not a NT Word (it 
appears once in Col 3:21, Fathers 
towards children), so even how we 
minister to others is important. We are 
on the winning side whatever happens to 
us, study again the closing chapters of 
Revelation to confirm this. “We should 

never be discouraged, “Take it to the 
Lord in prayer” says the old hymn. See 
1Cor 15:58 “Therefore my beloved 
brethren [plural, all of us] be steadfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as you 
know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord.” 

  
6. Anointing,  “Behold My Servant … I 
have put My Spirit upon Him.” 

Notice the word upon. In Scripture 
concerning the work of the Holy Spirit, 
we have 3 prepositions: with, in, and 
upon. With all the arguments that exist 
over His work, I believe the Lord 
showed me that these 3 give the basic 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g w e n e e d . U p o n , 
corresponding to Acts 1:8, is where the 
disciples were empowered as opposed to 
John 20:21 where they were regenerated. 
We can be the right side of Easter but the 
wrong side of Pentecost. By themselves, 
the other 5 qualities are insufficient to 
equip the servant. (See also Isa 11:1-3 
and Isa 61 which give further light on 
the anointing we need, and which Jesus 
had). Many of these marks are totally 
different to some of the strange things 
people today think are the product of 
anointing! Exodus 30:22-38 give much 
needed light, the OT anointing being a 
type or shadow of the NT fulfilment. The 
prohibitions re the anointing oil answer 
much of the false anointing we see today 
(see if you can spot them). Then in 
Chapter 31, workers needed to be 
anointed. We need the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit, followed by appropriate 
f i l l i n g s o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t o r 
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“anointings”. Acts 10:38 gives a simple 
revelation of what the anointing did for 
Jesus Christ, and 1 John 4:17 states, “As 
He is, so are we in the world.” We 
cannot do His work without the same 
anointing He needed. Jesus did no 
miracles before the Holy Spirit came 
upon Him as recorded in Luke 4. After 
His temptations, then He came out in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Out of this 
proceeded the gifts of the Holy Spirit, all 
of which are needed today. There is no 
Scripture to suggest otherwise. Only 
tongues is not mentioned about Christ, 
but perhaps the explanation for that is 
that He lived too close to His Father to 
need this. Note Luke 24:9, Acts 1:8 and 
t h e n A c t s 2 : 1 8 , s e r v a n t s a n d 
handmaidens (ordinary people). 

  
Finally 

God said about Israel, “You are my 
servant in whom I will be glorified.” 
God’s intention is for His Name to be 

glorified through His servants. Jesus 
could say, “I have glorified you on the 
earth, I have finished the work which 
you gave me to do” (John 17:4), and 
then notice the result in v.5 - restored to 
eternal fellowship with the Father which 
He had before the world began. See also 
Phil 2:5,7,8,9; 1 Cor 9:26 and 2 Tim 4:8, 
where Paul’s desires and final testimony 
are appended to what we know about 
Jesus. Jesus, God’s pattern servant, could 
summarise His earthly life in one 
sentence. Our aim should be to achieve 
the same ends. His divine smile is 
adequate reward for any service however 
costly and sacrificial it may be. See also 
Luke 17:10 in case we think we are 
something special. At the end of the day, 
we are doing only that which is required 
and needful.  Behold My servant! 

  
John Angliss  

CMFI Chairman  

SHEPHERDS, HIRELINGS, AND GOD’S GLORY 

We a re l i v ing in a t ime o f 
unprecedented spiritual darkness. The 
fact that the world continues to wallow 
in moral decay, self-deification, and 
tolerance of almost everything except 
authentic Christianity isn’t a surprise. 
What is surprising is that this same 
humanistic mindset has infiltrated the 
church in America. The number of 
ministers and churches who twist or 

reject the gospel is pandemic. In a time 
marked by religious unity at all costs, I 
want to both exhort and encourage you 
about ministering and fellowship for 
man’s approval or God’s glory in our 
dark days (1Thess. 2:4). 

There is a polarization taking place in 
the church around the globe. When I 
speak of the church, I’m speaking of 
those who would identify as evangelical 
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Christians, not people who espouse 
aberrant forms of Christianity. This 
polarization is taking place over many 
key doctrinal issues but at the root of it 
all is the departure from the true gospel 
once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 
1:3,4). 

Here in the US., I talk with other 
preachers of the gospel and many of 
them are also becoming increasingly 
aware of this growing rift among 
ministries, and it’s evidenced in teaching 
the centrality of Jesus and the gospel or a 
departure from it. This divide among 
ministers is not without precedent, 
because all throughout scripture, God 
has always had a faithful remnant who 
wouldn’t turn aside from preaching the 
truth even as other so-called prophets 
and teachers spoke lies in God’s name 
(Jer. 14:14). 

Although the reality of false teachers 
is nothing new, the fact that apostasy is 
increasing exponentially in our day is a 
clear and direct indicator of the nearness 
of the Lord’s return, and of coming 
judgment. Numerous ministers of the 
gospel are pointing this very same thing 
out in preaching and teaching that this 
recent crescendo in religious deception is 
the very thing Jesus warned us would 
come at the close of the age, and are 
contending with it now (Mt. 24:3.4, and 
Mt. 24:24,25). 

Since we are living in a time of 
apostasy, we must be prepared to take a 
stand and contend for the faith no matter 
the cost to us socially, financially, in 
reputation, and even to our ministries. As 
postmodern society and culture become 

increasingly polarized against absolute 
truth and wallows in relativism, we are 
seeing ministers haemorrhage from the 
true church into what will eventually 
become a worldwide apostate church. It 
is at this very juncture that we are even 
seeing preachers and teachers who once 
taught solid biblical doctrine presenting 
a different gospel (1Jn. 2:19). 

This is exactly where we are right 
now. We are entering a time of 
increasingly open hostility against 
believers in the West and even in 
America. As the days continue, we are 
beginning to see a great shift in attitudes 
toward born again believers in Western 
society, culture, social media, and 
legislatively. As the anti-Christian 
rhetoric increases, so will the number of 
men who will succumb to pressure by 
compromising the gospel with words 
that seem spiritual enough but lead away 
from Christ (Gal. 1:9,10). 

In an effort to court the world’s 
acceptance, many pastors, teachers, and 
evangelists are defecting from the faith 
and preaching a different gospel. Instead 
of being in the world, not of it, they are 
immersing themselves into the culture 
a n d h a v e b e c o m e v i r t u a l l y 
indistinguishable from a society that’s 
plunging headlong into hell. Essentially, 
these men are becoming like the world in 
order to reach the world. This is not the 
gospel Peter, John, or Jesus taught. At 
the core of this departure is a dereliction 
of duty to proclaim the saving gospel 
and preeminence of Jesus (Col. 1:18,19). 

Given the fact that we are to have 
ministries and fellowship centered on the 
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gospel of Jesus Christ, it is incumbent 
upon us to understand that there are so-
called ministries and ministers who 
claim to speak for the Lord, when in 
f ac t , t hey deny His t each ings . 
Distinguishing this has always been 
important and no more so than now 
because apostasy is at an all-time high. 
Deceivers, under the guise of shepherds, 
have crept into fellowships and 
ministries, and are leading people to hell 
(2Jn. 1:10,11). 

Dear friends, let’s take a look at the 
difference between many of today’s so-
called shepherds and the true servant of 
God. Trouble begins when seeker-
sensitive hirelings who are not shepherds 
water down the gospel and present a 
different Jesus. The Jesus being 
presented by false shepherds today is 
different because He is not the One we 
find in the Bible. The popular Jesus 
being presented is the one who fills 
churches to the rafters with fans and not 
disciples. People are following a genie 
who will grant them all of their hopes 
and dreams. He is a Hallmark card 
version of Jesus who is willing to wink 
at sin and overlook it. 

People are being lulled into spiritual 
apathy by psychological pep-talks 
masquerading as biblical sermons, and 
so-called worship songs that play upon 
felt needs instead of focussing on God 
are everywhere now. Sermons focus on 
self-improvement instead of dying to 
self. The big push is on unity, making a 
difference in the community, and service 
projects to make the world a better place. 
This works based nonsense is the same 

thing practiced among many pseudo-
Christian cults including the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and Mormons. The logic is if 
you work hard enough and be good 
enough, you can earn eternal life which 
is exactly what the Bible refutes (Eph. 
2:8,9). 

This type of preaching is eternally 
tragic because some men are twisting 
scripture and using Jesus’ name to 
authenticate what they are saying, and 
leading people into eternity without 
knowing about the great danger they are 
really in (Rom. 2:4). The kindness and 
mercy of the Lord have been twisted by 
hirelings to mean something altogether 
different. The gospel they preach is 
meant to save you for your best life now, 
while the gospel of Jesus brings eternal 
life. 

These men who fail to protect the 
sheep are hirelings and not shepherds. 
Sound biblical ministry is focussed on 
feeding the flock through discipleship 
and reaching the world through 
evangelism. Instead, we see a plethora of 
seemingly religious activity via the 
seeker-sensitive, emergent church, and 
purpose-driven movements. Other Bible 
teachers have been calling attention to 
the dangers of this pseudo-gospel for 
some time now. Since it is masquerading 
increasingly as a genuine biblical 
ministry and has become the mainstream 
in churches everywhere, I want to 
lovingly warn you to be aware that this 
deception isn’t going away, it’s 
becoming the accepted norm, and 
embraced by ministers all over the 
United States (1Jn. 4:1-6). 
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At the core of either presenting the 
gospel or a false gospel is the motive. 
When we dial down to the common 
denominator into the reason for ministry 
and fellowship, it comes to one of two 
motives. Either we bring glory to God or 
to ourselves. At the end of the day, as we 
maintain and promote sound biblical 
ministry and fellowship, one question 
must always be at the forefront, who 
receives the glory, God or men? (Col. 
3:23,24, and  Col. 3:16,17). 

These preachers may want to 
improve their image, popularity, or 
ministry numbers, so they make coming 
to Jesus about life enhancement, not 
dying to oneself. The end result for the 
minister is enhanced financial gain, 
respect among peers, and a large 
congregation in lieu of faithfully 
shepherding the flock of God for His 
glory (1Thess. 2:5-8). 

Please understand the urgency of the 
time we live in. Men who are claiming to 
speak for God are luring people into hell 
because they fail to preach about God’s 
holiness, judgment, sin, atonement, and 
repentance (Rom. 3:23). Instead, they 
are concerned with making people feel 
comfortable, accepted, entertained, and 
self-righteous. The push now is being 
relevant. Since when did the gospel 
cease to be relevant? The short answer is 
never, because the gospel of Jesus Christ 
is and always will be at the core of every 
human need now and for eternity.  It is at 
this very juncture when preaching the 
gospel isn’t central to ministry and 
fellowship that every true Christian must 
break ranks and contend for the faith. In 

fact, Paul tells us to have no fellowship 
with the fruitless deeds of darkness, 
rather expose them (Eph. 5:11). 

When we take a stand on teaching 
sound biblical doctrine and this is 
reflected in ministry and fellowship, the 
results are inevitable and predictable. I 
know I’m not alone in witnessing a 
growing disdain among some in the 
evangelical Christian world directed at 
those of us who aren’t in agreement with 
the sort of gospel peddled by so many 
would-be shepherds. What’s more, there 
i s increas ing movement toward 
ostracizing anyone who isn’t on board 
with the religious status quo. Godly men 
and women are facing hostility from so-
called fellow believers and ministers 
who want you to get with the program 
by embracing the seeker-sensitive, man-
centered gospel (Phil. 1:9-11). 

These fellow ministers may rebuke 
you, distance themselves, call you 
unloving, and label you as divisive if 
you contend for the faith. Core biblical 
doctrine such as routinely preaching and 
teaching end-time prophecy is widely 
seen as irrelevant. Allowing people to 
think they are inherently good is seen as 
compassionate, but warning them about 
their heart’s true wicked condition before 
a holy God is labeled un-loving. 
Preaching that Jesus is the only way to 
heaven is seen as mean and uninclusive. 
Boldly proclaiming the facts about sin, 
repentance, and atonement is seen as 
fear-mongering. The bottom line is this: 
If you want to receive glory from men 
and be widely accepted in the 
evangelical world, join in and you will 
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see results. Churches will grow, resumés 
will flourish, and accolades will abound. 
If you put Jesus first and take a bold 
stand for the gospel, expect to be 
maligned, ostracized or worse in the 
coming years as apostasy becomes the 
rule and not the exception (Jn. 16:1-4). 

Even though the number of men who 
‘bow the knee’ is increasing, so is the 
Holy Spirit driven resolve in godly men 
to teach the Bible faithfully and preach 
the gospel boldly. Dear friends, I want to 
encourage you to maintain and pursue 
sound biblical ministry and fellowship at 
all costs because, in our days of apostasy 
via mass defection from the faith, we 
need each other for support in finishing 
well (1Thess. 2:12). The natural man 
cannot perceive the things of the Spirit 
of God (1Cor. 2:14), this verse of 
scripture means everything when it 
comes to our ministry and fellowship 
together. It is the Holy Spirit who directs 
the heart of a godly man or woman to 
seek like-minded believers to walk the 
Christian life with. 

There is no doubt as to the Holy 
Spirit’s bringing godly disciples together 
for ministry and encouragement. 
Friends, this walking together needs to 
be a priority as apostasy increases and 
history comes to a close. Accountability, 
encouragement, and serving the Lord 
together has become cliche in many 
evangelical circles. Let it not be the case 
with you and me because we need the 
true body of Christ like never before 
(Gal. 6:2-9). 

We are entering, and I believe well 
into, a time of unparalleled defection 
from the faith that will only increase as 
we near Jesus’ return. You will be 
discouraged and lied to by deceivers 
masquerading as shepherds and 
followers of Jesus as they claim to be in 
Him (2Pet. 2:1-3). You will possibly see 
your ministry numbers dwindle while 
theirs increase because you are not 
willing to compromise the gospel. We 
have been called to make disciples, and 
it’s always been about quality, not 
quantity. It’s the Lord who grants 
repentance and it is up to us to faithfully 
s o w s e e d s o f e v a n g e l i s m a n d 
discipleship until the end. 

Dear brother and sister in Christ, I 
want to encourage you to finish well. It’s 
an absolute necessity for each of us to 
pray for one another. Let’s pray for our 
ministries to bring people to Jesus. We 
should send an occasional email or letter 
of encouragement to fellow laborers in 
Christ (Heb. 10:24). Let’s get back to the 
basics of upholding one another in the 
love of Jesus. We need to look to the 
interest of others as we consider one 
another’s ministries for encouragement 
and fellowship. This can be a phone call, 
FaceTime, or in-person meeting. As we 
seek to promote sound biblical ministry 
and fellowship, let’s be fervent in our 
love for one another and love for our 
great Savior (Phil. 2:2-11). 

Howard Green  
CMFI Regional Rep, USA  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IN JOURNEYINGS OFTEN 

The Apostle Paul in Romans 8:18 
makes an amazing statement “For I 
reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed in us.”  
What we go through in this life has no 
comparison with what we shall 
experience when we are in glory.  

Without all the modern aids we have 
for information and travel, the Apostle 
Paul made such a great impact, yet see in 
2Corinthians 11:23-27 what he went 
through - in case we feel hard done by in 
serving the Lord. 2 Corinthians, opens 
up the heart of a model servant of the 
Lord which can act as thermometer for 
all of us who serve God.   

Paul says “For this cause I obtained 
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might 
shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern 
to them which should hereafter believe 
on him to everlasting life (1 Timothy 
1:16). 

In 2 Timothy 3:10, Paul further lists 
qualities which should reflect in every 
true servant of God. “But you have fully 
known my doctrine, manner of life, 
purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, 
patience, persecutions, afflictions which 
came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at 
Lystra, which persecutions I endured; 
but out of them all, the Lord delivered 
me.” Our Lord Jesus in His ministry 
experienced all these, and the servant is 
not above his master.  

In 2 Corinthians, Apostle Paul from 
his own personal experiences gave us a 

model template for our own ministries. 
Here are some pointers for what a New 
Testament ministry is:  

Chapter 2  
• Always triumphant in Christ 

(2:14). 
• A s o u l s a v i n g a n d s o u l 

condemning ministry (2:15-16). 
• A sincere and truthful ministry 

(2:17).  

Chapter 3  
• A ministry which needs to be 

commended by God (3:1-5).  
• A ministry of the New Testament.

(3:6-8).  
• A m i n i s t r y o f g l o r y a n d 

righteousness (3:9-11). 
• A ministry of hope, light and 

liberty (3:12-17). 
• A m i n i s t r y o f c o n s t a n t 

transformation (3:18). 

Chapter 4  
• An honest ministry (4:1-2). 
• An unselfish ministry (4:3-6). 
• A ministry of power (4:7). 
• A ministry of suffering (4:8-12). 
• A bold and faithful ministry 

(4:13-15).  
• A ministry of eternal things 

(4:16-18).  

Chapter 5  
• A confident ministry of the future 

(5:1-8). 
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• A hard working ministry to please 
God (5:9-13). 

• A ministry of reconciliation 
(5:14-19). 

• An entreating ministry (5:20-21, 
6:1-2).  

Chapter 6  
• A blameless and approved ministry 

(6:3-10). 
• A human and compassionate 

ministry (6:11-13). 

• A separated ministry (6:14-18).  

Chapter 7  
• A clean ministry (7:1). 
• A human ministry longing for 

fellowship (7:2-4). 
• A human ministry subject to 

human fears and discouragements 
(7:5-7). 

John Angliss  

WHAT KIND OF MEN? (part 1) 
The apostle Paul’s example and attitude to ministry 

Introduction 
The church in Thessalonica, planted 

by the apostle Paul, grew and thrived out 
of a time of affliction and adversity 
(Acts 17:1-9; 1Thess. 1:6). Paul’s time 
there appears to have been short, 
covering just 3 Sabbath days during one 
visit with Silas, and no further visits 
recorded in Scripture (though a visit 
would be likely during the period in 
Macedonia mentioned in Acts 20:1,2). 
Yet, 1 Thessalonians reveals a church 
doing so well that it became an example 
to all the churches and believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia (1Thess. 1:7,8). 
Paul shows great affection for the 
Thessalonians in his letters to them, and 
is evidently very pleased and encouraged 
by their progress in the faith, and by 
their testimony to others.   

In 1 Thessalonians Paul talks about 
his own ministry in a way unusual for 

him, whereas in other epistles he appears 
compelled to give defence of his 
ministry in the face of opposition, here 
he is setting forth his own understanding 
and practice of ministry as an example of 
how ministers ought to apply themselves 
to their task in such a way as to be 
fruitful in ministry. It appears it did not 
take long for the fledgling Thessalonian 
church to begin providing its own 
ministers, Aristarchus and Secundus are 
mentioned as Paul’s travel companions 
(Acts 19:29; 20:4), and some 10 years 
later Paul writing from prison in Rome 
mentions Aristarchus as a fellow 
prisoner (Col. 4:10). Perhaps Paul had 
seen ministerial potential among the new 
converts, and wants to give some 
guidelines for ministry, and in writing to 
them he says, “you know what kind of 
men we were among you for your 
sake” (1Thess. 1:5); the kind of men that 

�13



Paul and Silas were, is deserving of 
imitation by those who have the Lord’s 
call to ministry.  

Paul’s words in the first 2 chapters of 
1Thessalonians give an example for 
ministry, they exhort those with a 
ministerial call on their life to take Paul’s 
example, and to apply those same 
principles and attributes to their own 
lives and labours for Christ. 

What kind of men are those ministers 
who are faithfully fulfilling the call of 
God upon their life?  1

1. Men of the gospel 
For our gospel did not come to you 

in word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, 
as you know what kind of men we were 
among you for your sake. And you be 
came followers of us and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much 
affliction with joy of the Holy Spirit 
(1Thess. 1:5,6). 

That the gospel was central to Paul’s 
preaching and teaching is very obvious 
from the testimony of Acts and from his 
own writings (Rom. 15:16). Paul clearly 
understood that the gospel contains the 
power of God unto salvation (Rom. 
1:16), and he zealously preached and 
guarded the truths of the gospel. Paul 
shows that true and effective preaching 
of the gospel is not something that can 
be accomplished by ordinary human 
means, the help and empowering of the 
Holy Spirit is vital and necessary 

because the generating of saving faith in 
the hearer cannot be accomplished by 
human means (see 1Cor. 2:1-5; Rom. 
10:17). Very early in Paul’s ministry we 
see that false gospels were being 
proclaimed and Paul uses heavy words 
of condemnation against those who 
pervert the true gospel and propagate 
false gospels, saying, “let them be 
accursed” (Gal. 1:6-9).   

So, Paul arrived in Thessalonica as 
he did in all the places he visited,  not 
preaching with “excellence of speech or 
of wisdom”, but determined “not to 
know anything” other than “Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified” and to preach the 
gospel not with “persuasive words of 
human wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power” (1Cor. 2:1-4). 
Such preaching, Paul knew would bring 
forth fruit in the salvation of souls and 
lay the foundations of sound Christian 
living and true discipleship.   

This type of preaching is exemplified 
by Epaphras in Colossians where Paul 
gives thanks for the faith, love and hope 
exhibited by the Colossian believers, 
such essential and basic attributes as 
faith, love and hope were the fruit of the 
ministry of Epaphras, a fellow minster of 
Paul’s and a man that Paul knew as a 
faithful preacher of the true gospel (Col. 
1:3-8). 

Throughout history great works of 
God have been accomplished through 
those who have had a right and sound 
understanding of the gospel, who have 

 Unless stated otherwise, ministry throughout is considered in a general sense and taken as referring to all 1

ministry and eldership positions according to Eph. 4:11 and 1Tim. 3:1-13. 
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seen and understood the power of the 
gospel to bring salvation, and through 
that knowledge have developed a great 
passion to spread the gospel around the 
world. Where false and shallow gospels 
are preached, low quality disciples are 
produced, Paul was assured of the 
Thessalonians’ good start on the 
Christian life because he knew that he 
had preached the true gospel in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.   

Is the gospel at the forefront of our 
ministries? Do we understand and teach 
the true gospel? Do we preach the gospel 
in the power of the Holy Spirit? Are we 
preaching the same gospel that Paul 
preached? The evidence of true gospel 
preaching will be seen in the lives of 
those who hear and believe our message, 
are they assured of their faith, and ready 
to lay down their lives in following the 
Lord, even when such service is attended 
with great affliction? 

2. Men who endure suffering 
But even after we had suffered before 

and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as 
you know, we were bold in our God to 
speak to you the gospel of God in much 
conflict (1Thess. 2:2). 

Alongside the good fruit of saved 
souls through the preaching of the gospel 
came afflictions and sufferings. Paul and 
Silas had been beaten and imprisoned in 
Philippi before they set out for 
Thessalonica (Acts 16:16ff); their stay in 
Thessalonica was cut short when the 
Jews raised up persecution against them, 
and they had to flee from there to Berea 
after just three Sabbaths (Acts 17:5-10). 

However, the threat of persecution did 
not prevent them preaching the gospel, 
nor did it diminish their boldness in 
proclaiming the truth.  

Paul gives detailed description of his 
sufferings in 2 Cor. 11 where he 
compares his ministry with that of false 
ministers. Paul does not see his 
sufferings as evidence of a failed 
ministry, quite the opposite, for him the 
sufferings accompanying his ministry 
are a proof of the genuineness of his 
ministry, and even something that he can 
take pleasure in because they are done 
for Christ’s sake. Also in Colossians Paul 
mentions his sufferings, and says that he 
rejoices in them, because they are for the 
sake of the church and because he is 
filling up “what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ” (Col. 1:24), and 
again, in Philippians Paul mentions his 
sufferings, saying that in whatever state 
he found himself he had learned to be 
content (Phil. 4:12).   

Paul’s incredible ability to endure, 
and even to rejoice in the harshest of 
sufferings and persecutions which came 
upon him as he fulfilled his ministry, can 
be explained to some extent by the 
thought he expresses from prison, from 
where, in writing to the Philippians he 
says, “the things that happened to me 
have actually turned out for the 
furtherance of the gospel” (Phil. 1:13). 
Paul’s greatest desire was that the gospel 
should go forth, and if that meant him 
being in prison or being whipped, 
shipwrecked or stoned, then he was 
content. What an example to the 
ministers of his day and our own. How 
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much deprivation, how much suffering, 
how much humiliation, how much 
degradation, how much loss of our 
goods, how much persecution are we 
willing to endure for the sake of the 
gospel, and for those who have been and 
are being saved? Is the salvation of souls 
more important to us than our own 
comfort, wealth and exaltation? Paul 
suffered, Jesus suffered, countless other 
saints have suffered for their faith. Paul 
gives us an example, and so too, does the 
Lord Jesus who suffered for us, and also 
left an example, who “when he was 
reviled, did not revile in turn; when He 
suffered, He did not threaten, but 
committed Himself to Him who judges 
righteously” (1Pet. 2:21-23). 

A minister’s true worth cannot be 
measured by his abundance of wealth 
and possessions, by his social standing, 
nor by the prominence of his name, it 
should be measured in the same way as 
Paul’s, by his willingness to endure trials 
and afflictions for the sake of the name 
and the gospel of Jesus, and for His 
body, the Church. 

3. Men entrusted 
But as we have been approved by 

God to be entrusted with the gospel, 
even so we speak, not as pleasing men, 
but God who tests our hearts (1Thess. 
2:4). 

Often Paul spoke of his ministry in 
terms of servanthood or stewardship (see 
Rom. 1:1; 1Cor. 4:1,2; 9:17ff; Col. 1:25).  
He had a sense of wonder at God’s call 
on his life; once he was a blasphemer, a 
persecutor of the church, an insolent 

man, but the Lord Jesus Christ had 
counted him faithful, enabled him and 
put him into the ministry. Everything 
that Paul achieved in that ministry he 
ascribed solely to the grace of the Lord 
which was working in and through him 
(cf. 1Tim. 1:12-14; 1Cor. 15:9,10).   

To Paul were committed glorious 
mysteries of the kingdom of God, the 
truths of the gospel, and New Testament 
doctrine. These things were not 
discovered by him through intellectual 
research, nor were they taught to him by 
men, they were given to him through the 
revelation of Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:12; 
2:7). Following this great revelation Paul 
saw his ministry in terms of making 
known to the world those mysteries 
which had been revealed to him,  
preaching and teaching being the God 
ordained method of communicating 
them (Col. 1:25-28). From 1 Corinthians 
1:17 through to 2:16 Paul explains his 
understanding of the workings of his 
preaching and teaching ministry: faith is 
necessary for salvation, faith cannot be 
attained by normal human methods of 
transmission of knowledge, something 
far greater is needed - the work of the 
Holy Spirit in enlightening the blind 
eyes and hard hearts of sinful men is an 
absolute essential, effective preaching 
and teaching therefore cannot be 
accomplished with the “persuasive 
words of human wisdom” but “in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power” (2:4); “the natural man does not 
receive the things of the Spirit of 
God” (2:14), but it is the  extraordinary 
and magnificent power of the gospel to 
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enlighten the heart and mind to spiritual 
truth, and thereby elicit faith unto 
salvation (see Rom. 1:16; 10:11-17). 

Paul understood that the true gospel 
is powerful, effective, and God’s 
ordained method of offering and 
bringing the sinner to salvation. If false 
gospels are preached then souls are not 
brought into a correct understanding of 
sin and its consequences, nor will they 
have a right concept of the cross. No 
wonder that Paul states that perverters of 
the gospel should be accursed (Gal. 1:8), 
because in the wake of perverted gospels 
come perversions of true Christianity 
with deceived converts who have no real 
understanding of basic and essential 
Biblical truths. Not so in Thessalonica, 
Paul knew he had preached truthfully in 
the power of the Holy Spirit; his speech 
had not been with worldly wisdom, and 
the new converts were on a sound 
footing. 

The thought of stewardship is a very 
serious matter for Christ’s ministers, it 
helps understand that there has been 
committed into their hands a particular 
task from the Lord their Master, and that 
there is a duty to be faithful. There is a 
significant difference between stewards 
and servants: a servant is given no 
freedom, he simply obeys all that his 
master tells him; a steward however is 
given much more responsibility, he may 
well have been promoted from the 

position of servant because his master 
has found him to be faithful and honest, 
and so felt confident in committing to 
him certain responsibilities. In the New 
Testament times a steward was often 
given charge of his master’s business 
affairs, keeping the accounts and 
handling the household finances - a 
position requiring great trust. Ministers 
of Christ are not mere slaves without any 
choice other than to obey their master’s 
every whim, rather they are stewards 
who are faithful, and willingly seek to do 
their Master’s will (see 1Cor. 9:17), they 
know that God Himself entrusts and gifts 
them with the necessary spiritual 
understanding, and by His grace enables 
them to fulfil His calling on their life. 

A minister who is assured of his 
stewardship, and understands what 
Christ has given him and requires from 
him has no need to use er ror, 
uncleanness, deceit or flattering words in 
an attempt to make others accept his 
ministry, neither does he seek glory from 
men (1Thess. 2:3;5,6; see 2Cor. 2:17), he 
simply sets about openly, honestly and 
faithfully doing those things the Lord 
asks of him, his accountability is to His 
God, and constrained by the love and 
grace of God he seeks to do only those 
things that please Him. 

Paul Sherbird 
to be continued  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The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me: ‘He who rules over men must be 
just, ruling in the fear of God, and he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun 
rises, a morning without clouds, like the tender grass springing out of the earth, by clear 

shining after rain (2Sam. 23:3,4, NKJV).
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CMFI MEMBERSHIP

Membership of CMFI is offered in four distinct categories:
i) Ministerial Membership is for men with a proven ministry as 
defined in Ephesians 4:11.
ii) Associate Membership is for male and female Christian 
workers who do not hold leadership, headship and governance 
positions in church.
iii) Supporters are those who are in agreement with the purpose 
and beliefs of CMFI, and desire to use their particular resources 
to support and promote the work of CMFI.
iv) Affiliations: Church fellowships or Christian organisations 
seeking affiliation with CMFI should contact the CMFI Council 
to discuss terms.

* Application forms and a copy of the constitution will be 
supplied on request.
* Annual subscription fees apply.

email: cmfi@admin.org.uk
Tel:  +44 (0) 1872 263579
www.cmfi.org.uk
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