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EDITORIAL

At the time of writing the CMFI 
Annual Conference should have just 
been getting under way. We were 
disappointed that this had to be 
postponed, but the restrictions 
imposed because of Covid-19 meant it 
was no longer viable to go ahead at 
this time. We feel the loss of this time 
of fel lowship and the mutual 
encouragement we gain from such 
events. Likewise, our planned, and 
much anticipated, West Africa 
conference is on hold until such time 
as circumstances permit a resumption 
of plans. We have all suffered various 
forms of loss over recent months. For 
some, those losses have been very 
h e a v y, a n d h a d s i g n i f i c a n t 
implications. Yet we can continue to 
rejoice, knowing our God is in 
control, reigning from His throne in 
heaven. 

There is a sense where loss is very 
much a part of the Christian life, as 
Jesus said, “Whoever desires to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me. For 
whoever desires to save His life will 
lose it, but whoever loses His life for 
My sake and the gospel’s will save 
it” (Mk. 8:35). Or we may consider 
the recipients of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews of whom it is written that 
t h e y, “ j o y f u l l y a c c e p t e d t h e 
plundering of their goods,” they knew 
that to survive such loss, required 
keeping sight of the, “better and 
enduring possession” reserved in 
heaven (Heb. 10:34). Like them, and 
like Paul, writing of his “light 
affliction” we must learn to, “not look 

at [temporary] things which are seen, 
but at the [eternal] things which are 
not seen” (2Cor. 5:17,18). I’ve no 
doubt there are lessons for many of us 
at this time: to be sure our treasures 
are stored in heaven; to seek first the 
kingdom of God; to remember that, 
while the world is in chaos, we are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken. 

The theme of this edition is 
recovery, and David’s example is an 
encouragement to us. Some losses are 
because of circumstances beyond our 
control, some are the consequence of 
our own doings.  The scriptures give 
us encouragement that whatever the 
cause of our loss, God is in the 
recovery and restoration business. His 
loving grace abounds to His people, 
He rebukes to restore the wandering, 
and for those losses which are 
unrecoverable in this lifetime, His 
promises are to wipe away every tear 
(Rev. 21:4), and that the afflictions 
will work to a far greater and eternal 
weight of glory (2Cor. 5:17). 

No doubt the pandemic will run its 
course, and we can look forward to a 
time of recovery of many things, 
personal relationships, fellowship, 
ministry, etc. Could it be that this time 
of loss will result in a purified and  
more deeply consecrated church, and 
a people freed from fleshly works, 
more concerned for the things of 
eternity, first love restored, and more 
ready to serve Him who though He 
was rich become poor for our sakes? 
Let’s pray so! 

Paul Sherbird  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DAVID RECOVERED ALL 
(The Bigger Picture) 

The writer of the book of Hebrews 
stated under inspiration, 

For the word of God is living and 
active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it pierces even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow. It judges the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart (Heb. 4:12).  

How true this is! How often has God’s 
word spoken directly into your 
personal life situation? 

Our “devotional” reading of 
scripture should be a daily habit, 
drawing each of us ever nearer to the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
However, as Bible readers we must 
never forget that each word of 
scripture, each sentence, each 
paragraph, each chapter and book, 
informs the bigger picture. German 
theologians call this bigger picture the 
Heilsgeschichte of God or Salvation 
History. We are each part of Salvation 
History – our Lord’s bigger picture. 

Our theme text for this study is 1 
Samuel 30:18. Here the writer states 
of King David he “recovered all” – 
what a beautiful statement. To recover 
all suggests that at some point David 
lost all. The concept of recovery is a 
balm to those of us who have suffered 
loss, perhaps the loss of health, the 
loss of a loved one, the loss of 
friendship or material loss. I will 
expand more fully on the paradox of 

loss and recovery later. 
For now, let us examine more 

closely 1 Samuel 30:18 in its 
historical setting. Chapter thirty 
relates to the destruction of the 
Amalekites at the hand of King David 
and his warriors. The narrative flows 
out of chapters 27-29 where we read 
of David’s escape from King Saul and 
his allegiance to Achish the Philistine 
King of Gath. In this bizarre turn of 
events David allies himself with the 
Philistines. In turn he receives the 
City of Ziklag (27:6), and apparently 
becomes the personal bodyguard of 
Achish (28:2).  

As the Philistine armies gathered 
for war against Israel (28:1), David 
and his men join the rear guard of the 
Philistine columns (29:2). Rightly 
alarmed and fearing that David would 
switch sides once the battle began, 
Philistine commanders demand that 
Achish send David and his men home 
to Ziklag (29:6-7). The protestations 
of David are outstanding (29:8).  

David found himself in a dilemma; 
by relying on the Philistines to keep 
h im safe f rom King Saul he 
apparently played a part in raiding his 
own people - pillaging Judean villages 
for profit and sustenance (27:10-12). 
Surely though, to go to war and fight 
against His hereditary nation on 
behalf of an enemy was a step too far. 
I would suggest at this juncture 
Yahweh intervened by using the 
Philistine commanders to stop David 
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and his men engaging in warfare 
against their own kinsmen. Here we 
see the providence of God as Yahweh 
miraculously relieved David of having 
to choose between fighting the 
Israelites or fighting Achish. But that 
doesn’t mean there weren’t terrible 
consequences for David’s actions. 
Thus, we turn to chapter 30. 

Three days after being dismissed 
by Achish, David and his men arrived 
home to Ziklag only to find the city 
burnt and razed to the ground. All the 
women and children stolen away and 
taken cap t ive by the ra id ing 
Amalekites. This in retribution for the 
carnage David previously inflicted on 
the Amalekites (27:8). Imagine 
returning home from work to find 
your house burnt down and your 
family missing. The anguish is 
unimaginable. Yet the cruel irony is all 
could have been avoided if 400 years 
previously Israel had wiped out the 
Amalekites as Yahweh had instructed 
(Deut. 25:17-19). This tragic episode 
comes as a consequence of ignoring 
the commands of Almighty God.  

In truth the spirit of Amalek, is 
bigger than the ethnic tribe described 
in scripture. Amalek portrays an 
attitude, namely the desire to destroy 
Israel. This spirit of Amalek lives on. 
Those who are anti-Semitic today 
display the traits of Amalek. That is 
not to say the modern nation of Israel 
is perfect and above reproach. Far 
from it. God will yet chastise his 
people before the great and fearsome 
day of Yahweh. Nevertheless, anyone 
who has a fundamental bent to stand 
with Israel’s enemies against Israel, 
such as Palestinian liberationists are in 

my opinion manifesting the ancient 
spirit of Amalek. 

The purpose of Armageddon is to 
do what Israel’s leaders failed to do, 
namely wipe out the enemies of God. 
When Messiah returns, he will finally 
rid the world of wickedness. No more 
Amalekites! 

Strengthened in the Lord 
Returning to the narrative, David’s 

men were so distraught they first 
sought to kill David for bringing such 
grief upon them. Once everyone had 
calmed down, David did what every 
man and woman of God should do 
when in d i r e s t r a i t s , “Dav id 
s t r e n g t h e n e d h i m s e l f i n t h e 
Lord” (30:6). Unfortunately, this is 
often the second thing we do! We tend 
to act in our own strength and make 
things worse before we seek God to 
straighten out the situation! 

David called for the High Priest 
Avyatar to make enquiry of Yahweh. 
P e r h a p s u s i n g t h e U r i m a n d 
the Thummim (which the Rabbi’s say 
“glowed” when affirmative) David 
made a series of inquiries: 1) should 
he go after the Amalekites who stole 
their women and children? 2) Would 
they catch up to them. Yahweh 
answered affirmatively adding that not 
only would they catch them up, but 
they would “surely rescue all” (30:8). 

No doubt strengthened that 
Yahweh had already determined a 
positive outcome, David gathered his 
600 men and headed south to intercept 
the marauding Amalekites. Bear in 
mind these warriors had marched 
from Ziklag to Afek, and back again 
(a six-day journey). When they 
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arrived home tired and in need of food 
all had been plundered. After chasing 
the enemy, a further 25 miles they 
rested at a wadi. Here 200 exhausted 
men were unable to continue, leaving 
400 to march on (30:10).  

Eventually David and his 400 men 
came upon the Amalekites who were 
drunk, and celebrating their profitable 
foray into the Negev. David waited 
until they succumbed to the wine and 
fell asleep, and at dawn he attacked 
them. The fighting went on until 
sunset with 400 Amalekites escaping 
on camels (30:17). 

Just as Yahweh had promised we 
read in our theme text, “So David 
recovered all that the Amalekites had 
taken and rescued his two wives.” 
David “recovered all” – imagine being 
one of David’s men, the joy of 
recovering your family, of embracing 
your wife and children and retrieving 
your plundered goods and animals. 
Not only that, David claimed all that 
the Amalekites had taken from other 
locations as his own. These were the 
spoils of a Holy war.  

Returning to the Wadi, the 200 
men left behind were reunited with 
their families. However, the 400 who 
had risked their lives for the sakes of 
all, felt that the 200 didn’t deserve a 
share in the additional treasurers 
plundered. In fact, men described as 
“wicked and worthless” suggested 
they shouldn’t even receive the food, 
animals, and other items that belonged 
to them (30:22) . Despi te the 
discontentment David handled the 
situation with wisdom and defused the 
situation making sure that each family 
got whatever was recovered and 

belonged to them. 
David made his decision a “statute 

and an ordinance in Israel” writing his 
decision into Israelite law (30:25). 
Finally like any good politician David 
shows generosity by sharing some of 
the spoil with those whose leadership 
and influence would be vital in his 
ascension to the throne of Judah 
(30:26-31). Some of these leaders 
were from area’s he had wrongfully 
plundered during his time with 
Achish. 

Application 
As you can see the phrase, “David 

recovered all” is far fuller and more 
complex than a brusque reading may 
suggest. Indeed, we could make 
multiple applications such is the depth 
and breadth of God’s word. My focus 
though is on the phrase “David 
recovered all.” It was a recovery that 
came to David only after much 
heartache, anguish and suffering.  

All of us can relate to those times 
in life when we feel “plundered” – 
sometimes our plundering is self-
inflicted as with King David. We 
make wrong decisions and suffer the 
consequences. Other times we may be 
pushed into a corner, stuck between a 
rock and a hard place. Occasionally 
the Lord allows our enemies to come 
in like a flood and “take what is 
rightly ours” – and very often we can 
do nothing to change the situation. 
Sometimes in His mercy the Lord 
“recovers all” – at other times we 
must live with the loss.  

The Bigger Picture 
What then is the bigger picture? 
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How does this concept of plundering 
a n d r e c o v e r y f i t i n t o t h e 
Heilsgeschichte of God – that is 
Salvation History – and what is our 
personal role in the bigger picture? 

Firstly, does not God himself set 
the perfect example. Was it not the 
second person of the triune God – 
Yeshua the Lord Jesus - who 
condescended to become a man and 
entered His own creation? And for 
what? To be plundered – his own 
kinsmen rejected him, his enemies 
scoffed at him, he was spat upon, hit, 
tortured, and stripped not only of the 
clothes on his back but the dignity of 
being the incarnated God-man. And 
finally, he was crucified as a common 
criminal. Theologians call this the 
humiliation of Christ, 

Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men: And being 
found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross (Phil. 2:6-8). 

King David stands as a type or 
foreshadowing of the greater David, 
namely Jesus Christ who is portrayed 
by Isaiah as the suffering servant, 

He is despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid 
as it were our faces from him; he 
was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. Surely, he hath borne our 

griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 
we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
h e w a s w o u n d e d f o r o u r 
transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed (Isa. 
53:3-5). 

Surely, we can affirm that Jesus was 
indeed plundered. But what was the 
purpose of Christ’s humiliation, death, 
burial and resurrection? Was not His 
personal plundering an expression of 
God’s love for you and me? A 
personal humiliation for our personal 
recovery, to rescue us from sin, death 
and hell? Yes, it was! Salvation 
History proclaims Jesus recovered all! 
Through his perfect sinless life, 
through his sacrificial death, hell was 
plundered, and heaven populated. 
Jesus recovered all! And Jesus 
recovered you! You dear friend have a 
permanent place in the big picture. No 
m a t t e r w h a t l o s s y o u h a v e 
experienced in this life, no matter 
what physical or spiritual plundering 
might, by God’s permissive will, still 
lay ahead for you, rest assured Jesus 
will recover all. In fact, in a spiritual 
sense he already has, as the hymn 
goes, 

Not the same, I am changed  
Redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb  
By His grace, I am saved  
I'm His child, forever, I am  
Not the same, I am changed  
Redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb  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By His grace, I am saved  
I'm His child, forever, I am 

Wherefore he is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for 
them (Heb. 7:25). 

Hold onto this truth; for the day is fast 
approaching when Jesus will come in 
glory as judge and executioner to 
usher in His millennial kingdom, and 
the restoration of all things will begin 
– through Jesus all shall be recovered, 

Whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began (Acts 3:21). 

Jesus said,  

“Truly I say to you, there is no one 
who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or 
children or farms, for My sake and 
for the gospel’s sake, but that he 
will receive a hundred times as 
much now in the present age, 
houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and farms, 
along with persecutions; and in the 
age to come, eternal life” (Mk. 
10:29-30.)  

Let us be determined to play our part 
in proclaiming this gospel truth, 
“Jesus recovered all.” Amen and 
Amen. 

Jason Wright 

 

FIRST LOVE 

Nevertheless I have this against 
you, that you have left your first 
love (Rev. 2:14). 

You have a name that you are 
alive, but you are dead (Rev. 3:1). 

In considering the theme of this 
magazine, we are led to ponder upon 
what is it that we need to recover, or 
to put it another way: What is it that 
we as the church and its members 
have lost that needs to be recovered? 
In what ways are we not attaining to 

all that the Lord requires of us, 
individually as His redeemed people, 
and corporately as His body, the 
church? I suspect that there would be 
a considerable variety of answers to 
those questions depending on our 
i n d i v i d u a l e x p e r i e n c e s a n d 
perspectives of the Christian life. 

Of the seven churches addressed in 
Revelation, two, Ephesus and Sardis, 
have all the appearance of being good 
but still receive rebukes from the 
Lord; He who has eyes like a flame of 
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fire, sees deep beyond outward 
appearances to the inner realities of 
heart and motives. Sardis had a name 
for itself as being alive, but the Lord 
saw it as dead; Ephesus did all that a 
sound church ought to, but the Lord 
knew they had left their first love. 
Such considerations should cause us 
all to wonder, and lead to deep self-
examination. There are salutary 
lessons in these letters which I believe 
are relevant to us today, they teach us 
of the dangers of arrogance and pride, 
warn of hypocrisy and pretence; yes 
we can put on a good show to others, 
but the Lord’s quick and powerful 
two-edged sword pierces the outer 
layers, and discerns the thoughts and 
intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12). 
Thankfully, we can also take note of 
the Lord’s exhortation to remember 
from where they had fallen, and to 
repent, knowing that in doing so they 
would be able to recover that which 
had been lost. Judgment begins at the 
house of God, the Lord rebukes out of 
love and for the good of His people 
(cf. Heb. 12:3-11), when His people 
fall short He desires their restoration 
and renewed commitment, but we 
should not forget that where there is 
no repentance the consequences, as 
the letters show, can be very serious. 

Left Your First Love 
In considering the rebuke to the 

church at Ephesus, I want to ask the 
question as to whether it can apply to 
any of us today? The church of 
Ephesus as presented to us in 
Revelation 2:1-7 hands us with 
something a difficulty, for on one 
hand the Lord commends it for several 

things, yet it receives harsh rebuke 
and warning that because it had left its 
first love, unless it repents, the Lord 
will remove their lampstand from its 
place. This church was taking its stand 
against false apost les , i t was 
persevering, was patient, and was 
labouring for Jesus name’s sake, it 
was standing against the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans. All things which many 
would consider essential attributes of 
a sound church in our own time when 
fa lse doctr ines abound, when 
persecution is on the rise, when many 
are enduring hardships, isolation, 
attacks from a world which rejects 
Biblical morals, and derision from an 
apostate church which does not accept 
Biblical truth. We have to ask why 
they were so rebuked, and what is at 
the heart of their sin of leaving their 
first love? One thing certainly stands 
out with both churches at Ephesus and 
Sardis - a church and its members can 
appear to be doing all the right things, 
and yet not be pleasing to the Lord! 

Agapeo Love 
The word translated love in Rev. 

2:14 is agapeo in the original Greek.  
This, as most will know, is one of two 
love words used in the New 
Testament, the other being phileo: 
Agapeo talks of love which is of the 
mind and will, while phileo talks of 
love which is of the feelings, and is 
experienced emotionally. We should 
note that the New Testament 
commandments to love God always 
use the agapeo word, and never use 
phileo. Some examples of agapeo: 
The greatest commandment to love 
God with all you heart, soul and mind 
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(Mt. 22:37); the command to love one 
another (Jn. 13:34); Jesus’ saying, “if 
you love Me keep My commandments 
(Jn. 14:15); Paul’s exhortations to 
“walk in love” (Eph. 5:20), and to 
“put on the bond of love” (Col. 3:14), 
all these use agapeo. This is not to say 
that phileo is not a valid form of love 
for the Christian, emotional feelings 
are an essential aspect of human and 
divine character, and Scripture tells us 
that The Father loves (phileo) the Son 
(Jn. 5:20); the Father loves (phileo) 
those who love (phileo) Jesus (Jn. 
16:27); believers are exhorted to have 
brotherly love (phileo) for one another 
(Rom. 12:10); and in a very strong 
statement, Paul wrote that those who 
do not love (phileo) the Lord Jesus 
should be considered accursed (1Cor. 
16:22). There is however a problem 
with phileo love when it comes to 
human beings, because our feelings 
and emotions are not consistent; we 
may have strong affectionate, loving 
feelings for a person one moment, but 
those feelings can disappear very 
quickly if that person does something 
which upsets or irritates us - we all 
know this from our common everyday 
experiences of relationships. In this 
respect, God is not like us - He is 
consistent in all aspects of His 
character, so we can expect that His 
affectionate feelings of love for His 
Son and for believers are also 
consistent, and not subject to our 
human whims.  

To love God with all the heart and 
mind therefore requires agapeo love, 
which is the first fruit of the Spirit 
mentioned (Gal. 5:22), and it is the 
S p i r i t t h e r e f o r e , w h o m a k e s 

application of this love possible for 
the believer, which is important to 
note. Strong’s concordance gives a 
definition of agapeo as, “embracing 
especially the judgment and the 
deliberate assent of the will as a 
matter of principle, duty and 
propriety,” in similar vein John wrote, 
“We love Him because He first loved 
us” (1Jn. 4:19). Our love for God is to 
be an act of the will, a response to that 
which we know He has done for us, 
and in particular that demonstration of 
His love in sending His Son Jesus to 
pay the price for our sins (Jn. 3:16; 
Rom. 5:8; 1Jn. 4:10). And yet, we 
have to note human weakness which 
makes us incapable of that sort of 
consistent depth of love, even toward 
the Lord who has done so much for 
us, and so, the Holy Spirit manifests it 
in the lives of those who determine to 
walk in the Spirit and crucify the 
works of the flesh (Gal. 5:16; 24).  

True disciples  of Jesus, through 
knowledge of God’s love for them, 
ought to respond with an act of the 
will in being determined to love Him 
in return. At the same time we have to 
acknowledge that while the will to do 
so is present, the reality is not always 
there. The saint’s cry therefore is for, 
“A heart in every thought renewed, 
and full of love divine” knowing that 
it is the Spirit who enables us to meet 
the righteous requirement of the law 
of which agapeo love is the fulfilment 
(Rom. 8:4; 13:10), and the bond of 
perfection (Col. 3:14). 

To Love is to Serve 
God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were 
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still sinners, Christ died for us 
(Rom. 5:8). 
He who has My commandments 
and keeps them, it is he who loves 
Me (Jn. 14:21). 
If anyone loves Me, he will keep 
My word (Jn. 14:23). 

The three scriptures above all use 
agapeo, and remind us that this type of 
love is made evident by its actions, 
and is not based on feelings. If God 
acted on feelings alone, then we might 
expect He would not have sent His 
Son to pay for the sins of those who 
are opposed to Him. Our love for the 
Father and for the Son is similarly not 
to be based on our feelings, but in 
response to that great love He has 
shown us, and should manifest in our 
obedience and service to Him, not as 
an emotional act, but as a reasoned 
response. Paul put it this way, “The 
love of Christ compels us” (2Cor. 
5:14) and, “… present your bodies a 
living sacrifice … which is your 
reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). If 
we have any understanding of the 
great love God has shown us, we will 
surely respond with the grateful 
surrender of our lives to Him, and by 
daily making ourselves available to do 
that which He asks of us. The saint 
who declares, “I will love the Lord, 
because He loved Me and gave His 
life for Me” will have the help of the 
Spirit in fulfilling that desire, which is 
according to the Lord’s will for every 
believer.  Charles Wesley seems to 
have understood this principle in his 
hymn, “O for a heart to praise My 
God,” in which the last verse asks: 

Thy nature, gracious Lord impart, 
Come, quickly from above, 
Write Thy new name upon My 
heart, 
Thy new best name of love. 

Agapeo love comes from above, it is 
an essential aspect of God’s character, 
believers are partakers of the divine 
nature (2Pet. 1:4), and so, through the 
Spirit, can receive an impartation of 
that love in their own hearts and 
minds, it is a love which is such, that 
just like God, can even show love to 
one’s enemies (Mt. 5:44). 

Ephesus: Agapeo or Phileo? 
Returning to the church at 

Ephesus, we can perhaps now better 
understand the rebuke. The love lost 
by them was agapeo love. Their 
works, though appearing good and in 
accord with sound Biblical practice, 
were not conducted from the right 
base of love for God, not compelled 
by the love of Christ, there has to have 
been another motive. Is it possible that 
an aspect of their motive was phileo 
love?  

I think of the modern style of 
worship prevalent in many of our 
churches, what is its goal? In many 
cases it is that through the atmosphere 
created by repetitive words and the 
style of music, the congregation can 
be brought to an emotional, even 
trance-like, state of being where they 
feel in love with Jesus. In fact, the 
effectiveness of the worship leader 
will be measured on his ability to lead 
his congregation to that state of being. 
What is this doing? It is encouraging 
feelings and expressions of phileo 

�9



love, and often becomes the highlight 
of the meeting, and the ministry of the 
word takes second-place. You’ll often 
hear someone say after such a 
meeting, “The worship was so 
w o n d e r f u l , ” b u t t h e y c a n n o t 
remember what was said in the 
sermon!  Look at what has happened, 
a g a p e o l o v e h a s b e e n m a d e 
subservient to phileo love. In that 
emotional experience of love, the 
church members may well express 
their love for Jesus, and determine to 
do their works in His name, but the 
motive is wrong, the source is weak 
and emotional human love, not strong 
divine love. Week after week the 
experience will have to be repeated to 
renew the motivation and feelings 
which will have waned during the 
week. Believers brought up on this 
kind of diet find it very hard to 
maintain faith when times get hard, 
and when circumstances mean the 
worship times are being missed.  

Do you love Me? 
John chapter 21 contains the 

familiar account of Peter being 
questioned by Jesus, “Do you love 
Me? Twice Jesus used the agapeo 
word and Peter responded with phileo, 
the third time Jesus used phileo. At 
that time Peter was not able to commit 
to love Jesus with agapeo love, he had 
not yet received the fulness of the 
Holy Spirit, and his own traumatic 
experience of denying Jesus had 
taught him that he could not rely on 
his own feelings, however strong they 
may have been. Later, Peter filled 
with the Holy Spirit would know 
agapeo love, and expected that would 

be the experience of all believers, for 
he wrote using agapeo, “… Jesus 
Christ, whom having not seen you 
love” (1Pet. 1:8). In his second letter 
Peter would exhort to add love 
(agapeo) to brotherly kindness 
(phileo) (2Pet. 1:7), which recognises 
the validity and necessity of the two 
types of love, but also understands 
that phileo on its own is insufficient. 

The question for us is, with which 
love are we serving the Lord Jesus? If 
it is purely from an emotional and felt 
response, and not the response of 
agapeo love, we may well find that 
like the church at Ephesus, we have 
left our first love. In such case, our 
deeds while appearing very good and 
splendid to our associates, have not 
been directed and anointed by the 
Holy Spirit, and are actually therefore 
not pleasing to the Lord.  

As expressed in Charles Wesley’s 
hymn, we need to ask the Lord to 
impart His divine nature to us, so that 
we may love Him as we ought, with 
the same love with which He has 
loved us, and because He first loved 
us and gave Himself for us. 

May the Lord grant us, in answer 
to the apostle’s  prayer,  a true 
appreciation of agapeo love, that we 
may be rooted and grounded in that 
love, and so be “filled with all the 
fulness of God” (Eph. 3:14-19). In so 
doing we will hold fast to our first 
love, and then, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, conduct ourselves in 
fruitful and pleasing service to our 
Lord who loves us. 

Paul  Sherbird  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RECOVERING ALL DEPENDENCE  
ON THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

Our Western culture is defined by 
fierce independence and self reliance. 
No place exemplifies this bravado 
more than America where men like 
John Wayne and Clint Eastwood are 
esteemed as role models of what real 
men are. But far from the lights of 
Hollywood’s special effects and video 
editing is the real world, along with its 
very real problems. 

This sense of independence hits 
closer to home when we dare to 
examine our own lives and see just 
how possible it is to be doing ministry 
in our own strength. In this difficult 
season of worldwide pandemic, social 
distancing, and personal upheaval, I 
realize how hard it is to find a sense of 
regularity and routine. After all, 
ministry is a personal endeavor, isn’t 
it? How are we supposed to minister 
the gospel in this time of separation? 
There is a natural inclination to make 
things happen, but that’s a bad plan.  

Self-reliance is even making 
inroads into evangelical churches 
under the guise of ecumenical 
movements, social justice campaigns, 
and revivals on demand, which are 
humanistic in origin and only mimic 
genuine moves of God. Despite all of 
their financial backing and promoting, 
these man-made movements and 
counterfeit revivals can’t produce 
what the life changing Holy Spirit can 
in the human heart. The Bible is 
replete with examples of people 
supposedly doing things for God but 

not with God, 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do 
not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you, 
filling you with vain hopes. They 
speak visions of their own minds, 
not from the mouth of the Lord. 
They say continually to those who 
despise the word of the Lord, ‘It 
shall be well with you’; and to 
everyone who stubbornly follows 
his own heart, they say, ‘No 
d i s a s t e r s h a l l c o m e u p o n 
you’” (Jer. 23:16,17). 

They were claiming to speak for God 
but spoke “visions of their own 
minds.” What’s more is that they were 
misleading people and filling them 
with “false hopes.” Just like the lying 
prophets of Jeremiah’s day, we have 
men and women supposedly speaking 
for God in our day, when in fact, they 
speak to glorify themselves and in the 
process lead many astray. I mention 
this because any ministry built upon 
human wisdom leads people toward 
other people and personality worship, 
not toward God. 

Friends, is it possible to have a 
time of recovery even in the midst of 
the turmoil of this season? I believe 
the answer comes down to motives for 
ministry. If our motives are to glorify 
man and his programs, then the 
recovery is that which restores means 
and methods. Here in America, I see 
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ministers desperately trying to get 
programs and agendas re-started. But 
they fail to see that the Holy Spirit 
isn’t hindered by man’s restrictions.   

For our appeal does not spring 
from error or impurity or any 
attempt to deceive, but just as we 
have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not to please man, but to 
please God who tests our hearts 
(1Thess. 2:3,4). 

If our motive is to truly see God 
glorified and souls reached with the 
gospel, then the recovery will be 
something that even Covid-19 and 
social distancing restrictions cannot 
hinder.  

So, what does it mean to recover all 
in this difficult time we are in?  

It means pressing on with the 
gospel message regardless of the 
hinderances we face. It means that our 
ministries must continue regardless of 
the numbers of people we are able to 
connect with. But the fact is we must 
remain faithful and use every single 
opportunity the Lord gives us to 
minister to others. Zoom, FaceTime, 
preaching wherever we can safely 
gather, one on one discipleship, 
writing articles, and encouraging other 
brethren are all ways to press on. So 
let me encourage you brethren, I also 
miss going to preach at churches, 
shelters, and fellowships, I miss the 
opportunity to share the gospel with 
large groups of people, and have felt a 
sense of loss during this time.  

Behold, the Lord’s hand isn’t 
shortened that it cannot save, nor 
his ear dull that it can’t hear (Isa. 
59:1). 

We may not be able to teach and 
preach to the same numbers of people 
as before or reach them in the same 
places we were used to, but I know 
this: God will make a way to reach 
lost souls even when it seems nearly 
impossible. Even if one person comes 
to saving faith in Jesus during our 
ministry at this time, that is a miracle 
of God. 

How do we recover all in everything 
we do in our ministry and lives? 

We must understand what David 
and many other saints of old 
understood. In 1 Samuel 30:6, the 
Bible says that David was greatly 
distressed because the people were 
bitter and wanted to stone him. Look 
at David’s response: But David 
strengthened himself in the Lord his 
God. Again, look at verse 8, And 
David inquired of the Lord, and it 
goes on to say, that the Lord answered 
him! 

I don’t know about you, but to be 
blunt, when the bottom falls out or 
things seem hopeless, my first 
reaction used to be to pull a Clint 
Eastwood or John Wayne and try to 
make things happen. Not anymore, 
because over the years in my personal 
life and ministry, I’ve learned that no 
amount of manipulation or self 
reliance could ever make up for 
genuine God-wrought recovery. David 
and many others understood that true 
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recovery only comes with the 
presence of God. But this requires a 
recovery of utmost importance: 
Recovering dependence on the 
presence of God.   

Dear Brethren, I will admit that 
when faced with times of uncertainty 
just as we are right now, my natural 
human bent is a slow drift into 
melancholy and even apathy. I’m so 
thankful for the leading of the Holy 
Spirit because when the question of: 
How to do and continue ministry 
seems unclear at times like this, the 
presence of God is a powerful refuge. 

Look at the difference the presence 
of God makes in every situation: 

If it had not been the Lord who 
was on our side when people rose 
up against us, then they would 
have swallowed us up alive, when 
their anger was kindled against us 
(Ps. 124:2,3). 

You make known to me the path of 
life; in your presence there is 
fullness of joy; at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore (Ps. 
16:11). 

And he said to him, “If your 
presence will not go with me, do 
not bring us up from here. For how 
shall it be known that I have found 
favor in your sight, I and your 
people? Is it not in your going with 
us, so that we are distinct, I and 
your people, from every other 
people on the face of the 
earth?” (Ex. 33:15,16). 

Draw near to God and he will draw 
near to you (Jms. 4:8). 

And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age” (Mt. 28:20). 

David strengthened himself in the 
Lord and inquired of the Lord. Moses 
understood recovering dependence on 
the presence of God so much that he 
interceded for the people, and told the 
Lord not to bring them further unless 
the presence of the Lord was with 
them. Jesus himself promised us that 
He would be with us to the close of 
history. 

Dear friends, we must collectively 
and personally recover our absolute 
dependence on the presence of God. 
Being prepared is important as is also 
planning and preparation. But any 
attempts for ministry and outreach 
outside of the utter dependence on the 
presence of God will be futile and 
fruitless.  

I can’t help but to think about the 
Sons of Sceva in Acts 19:11 and their 
undertaking to invoke the name of 
Jesus over people who had evil spirits. 
This section of scripture not only 
serves as a warning to those who 
would misuse the name of Jesus, but it 
also serves as encouragement for us 
who truly know the Lord and are 
known by him. Recovering our 
dependence on God means that 
everything we do must be in and 
through him.  

For the kingdom of God does not 
consist in talk but in power (1 Cor. 
4:20). 

�13



As ministers of the gospel of 
Christ, I know that we are have the 
presence of the Lord God with us 
through the Holy Spirit. But I want to 
encourage you to recover a childlike 
dependence on the presence of God. 
It’s an implicit trust and awareness of 
His presence that gave Moses and 
David strength. This dependence on 
His presence resulted in bold 
preaching and living in the early 
church. This same dependence on the 
presence of God will equip us to be 
effective ministers of the gospel 
because He is with us.  

Here is what A.W. Tozer said about 
the presence of God:   

“It is not intellectual knowledge 
about God that quenches man’s 
ancient heart thirst, but the very 
Person and Presence of God 
Himself.”  

Tozer also said,  
“A church without the Spirit is as 
helpless as Israel might have been 
in the wilderness if the fiery cloud 
had deserted them. The Holy Spirit 
is our cloud by day and our fire by 
night. Without Him we only 
wander aimlessly about the desert” 
(Tozer; Keys to the Deeper Life). 

I believe we are in the very last 
days before Jesus returns. He told us 
that the world will hate us and that 
this time will be one of lawlessness 
and love that grows cold. As many in 
the Christian world re-boot and think 
of unique man-made ways to do 
ministry and regain status and 
numbers, they use methods that will 

ingratiate themselves to the world via 
social just ice and ecumenical 
platitudes. That will only produce 
fans, not disciples. Let’s understand 
the times we live in and recover a 
deep dependence on the presence of 
God.  

As I write this article and sermon, I 
can’t help to think of CMFI brethren 
around the world, and believe that you 
are also probably beginning to notice 
an animosity and unrest in the world 
directed toward Christians unseen in 
recent times, especially here in the 
West. As I go to the street and preach 
here in America, the hatred and threats 
toward followers of Jesus is tangible. 
It’s for this very reason that we cannot 
ever minister without the presence of 
God. The Holy Spirit will direct us 
what to do and what to say. He is the 
one who will convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and coming judgment. 
In these last days, let’s recover an 
absolute dependency on the presence 
of God.  

And when they bring you before 
the synagogues and the rulers and 
the authorities, do not be anxious 
about how you should defend 
yourself or what you should say, 
for the Holy Spirit will teach you 
in that very hour what you ought to 
say” (Lk. 12:12). 

Every blessing in our Lord Jesus as 
we recover total dependence on the 
presence of God. 

Howard Green  
CMFI USA. 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DAVID RECOVERED ALL 
(Triumph out of Devastation) 

Our title is found in 1 Samuel 
chapter 30. In this chapter David and 
his men had come to Ziklag and 
discovered the Amalekites had utterly 
destroyed everything and there was 
total devastation. David was greatly 
distressed and even his followers were 
against him, but he “encouraged 
himself in the Lord his God”. I 
encourage the reader to do just this, 
whatever the circumstances are. David 
then enquired of the Lord what he 
should do and God gave him this 
wonderful answer, “Pursue them for 
you shall surely overtake them and 
without fail recover all” (:8). Into the 
chapter we find that David recovered 
all and more beside (:18,19. Not just a 
victory, but a triumph! Then he shared 
all the spoil, not just with those who 
came with him, but with those who 
stayed behind (:24). In all of this, we 
have a lovely picture of what the Lord 
will do for His people, even in the 
midst of apparent disaster.  

David is type of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, His name means, “Beloved of 
God,” and there are two delightful 
scriptures which sum up his life: Acts 
13:36 states, “For David after he had 
served his own generation by the will 
of God, fell asleep;” and Acts 13:22 
states, “I have found David, the son of 
Jesse, a man after my own heart which 
shall fulfil all my will.” These 2 
qualities should mark every servant of 
God. Interestingly, David’s sins and 
failures are not even recorded in the 

New Testament,  showing the veracity 
of God’s faithfulness and forgiveness 
in the light of Psalms 32 and 51. 
David’s life is a study within itself, 
living in four places each of which 
represented specific lessons in the 
development and character training in 
his life in order to be able to serve his 
generation effectively, and fulfil the 
will of God. These are Bethlehem, 
Adullam, Hebron and Zion. 

To return to our theme in 1Samuel, 
the loss was so great that even strong 
men wept. Women can weep anytime, 
anywhere, but when men start 
weeping, there is a very serious 
reason. They wept so much, there 
were no more tears to shed. So great 
was the loss, that humanly speaking it 
was beyond all hope of recovery. 
However, by God’s grace all was 
recovered and much more. So much 
so, that all debts incurred in previous 
years were paid off. We may have 
many spiritual losses because of sin, 
faults and failures. Some have lost 
their joy, often because of trouble and 
trial, so relationships are destroyed, 
even broken marriages. Some have 
lost friends and loved ones. Some 
with no fellowship at all. Some may 
weep openly, others secretly. David 
suffered four great losses. However, 
not only can loss be recovered, but 
you can receive more than you lost by 
God’s grace. 

�15



Great Loss, Great Recovery 
The Bible begins with the story of 

great loss. Genesis 3:24. In Genesis 
1:28, God placed Adam in Eden. In 
chapter 3 he was driven out as a thief, 
driven out from home, from the 
presence of God with all rights 
surrendered. This scenario is tersely 
described in Romans chapter 5, and of 
course affected all the human race. 
Unregenerate men still suffer all the 
consequence of that fall of Adam. 
Time and space here do not allow us 
to expand the effect of all these 
consequences. Except to say that:  

1. Man and his God-given dominion 
passed under Satan’s control, 
“betrayed” into Satan’s hand by 
Adam’s unfaithfulness to God.  

2. All living creatures on earth 
became subject to certain negative 
forces.  

3. Man’s fellowship with God was 
broken. 

4. There was a permanent change in 
man’s nature. However when we 
reach Revelation chapters 21 and 
22 we discover the loss has been 
totally recovered! In fact God has 
given to man much more than was 
lost in Genesis 3. (see the much 
mores in Romans 5). God began the 
recovery by the power of the cross 
and indeed we see the lamb 28 
times in Revelation! It is clear that 
God already had in mind the 
recovery process before man ever 
fell, thus displaying His sovereign 
foreknowledge, and had already 
made contingency plans. This is 
prophetically predicted (as is 
everything connected with Jesus) in 

t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d 
comprehensively covered in Psalm 
69:4, “Then I restored that which I 
did not take away.” Notice that the 
first part of this verse is quoted by 
Jesus in John 15:25.  

Restoration is a recurring theme in 
the Bible. Isaiah 58:12 contains a five-
fold promise (old waste places rebuilt, 
foundations laid, many generations, 
repairer of the breach, resulting in 
restorer of paths to dwell in), the final 
one is, “A restorer of paths to dwell 
in.” 

God’s plan is not only to restore 
Israel, but to extend this restoration in 
many ways, and also in the church. A 
study of the word restore is of great 
encouragement to us all, note:  

• Jeremiah 30:17 - “I will restore 
health to you.” 

• Psalm 23:3 - restoration of our 
souls, mind will and emotions.  

• Ruth 4:15, “a restorer of life and a 
nourisher of your old age.”  

• Matthew 17:11; Acts 1:6 - the 
restoration of the Kingdom to Israel.   

• Joel 2:25 - restoration of years 
which the locusts have eaten.  

• Psalm 51:12 - restoration of joy.  
• Galatians 6:1 - a restoration when 

we have slipped up or gone astray - 
the Greek word here is katartizo 
which means to bring back to your 
place in Christ and in grace, to make 
thoroughly right. We need to see a 
lot more of that ministry in the body 
of Christ, this enables us to walk in 
the right paths. 

  
The lesson from all of this is that the 
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loss of every sinner and also of every 
believer can be recovered by God’s 
grace and His help as revealed in the 
sacrifice of Calvary. There are 2 
groups: 1) sinners; 2) believers. David 
suffered four great losses in his 
lifetime, and we too as believers suffer 
and can experience losses great and 
small. All off our losses can be great 
or small and very varied differing 
from person to person. 
  
An Axe Recovered 

There is a great lesson in 2 Kings 
6:1-7, the lesson of the axe head. 
Many people continually suffer 
spiritual losses. Often there is nothing 
wrong with the water supply, there is 
plenty in the tank but blockage in the 
water pipe. Remove the obstacle and 
the water will again flow freely. The 
young prophets had been studying 
with Elisha but when they found the 
place too small for them, they had to 
go beyond Jordan to cut some wood. 
They took Elisha with them. Younger 
men need older men. While they were 
felling wood, one young man lost his 
axe head which fell into the water. 
Elisha said, “Shew me the place 
where the axe fell.” Elisha cut down a 
branch of the tree and dropped it into 
the water. Immediately the axe began 
to float The iron began to float on the 
water. The young man recovered his 
loss. Some keys: He took Elisha with 
him, make sure Jesus, the true Elisha 
goes with you; Don’t be ashamed to 
confess your loss; Go back to the 
place where the loss happened and 
believe that the Lord will help you. 
The stick cut by Elisha speaks of the 
cross. The young man went forth with 

a new experience, and the loss was 
fully recovered, and he also recovered 
his peace, joy and wisdom. 
  

David experienced 4 losses in his 
life. He was deceived by the devil on 
4 occasions:  

1. Ziklag where he had joined with the 
Philistines without consulting God.  

2. 1 Chronicles chapters 13 and 15. 
The ark had returned, but instead of 
gathering the Israelites and sons of 
Aaron and the Kohathites, he used 
his own human wisdom.   

3. 2 Samuel 11- h is s in wi th 
Bathsheba.   

4. 2 Samuel 24 - The numbering of 
Israel.   

In all of these 4 instances, the Lord 
turned things around when David 
confessed, and used all the sins for 
His own glory. However, even when 
circumstances are allowed of God, 
such as Job, in these the Lord can help 
us recover. “The Lord turned the 
captivity of Job, when he prayed for 
his friends; also the Lord gave Job 
twice as much as he had before … So 
the Lord blessed the latter end of Job 
more than his beginning” (Job 
42:10;12). It’s how we finish that 
counts!  

Like David, and through the cross, 
and with the help of God, we can 
recover all, however great or small the 
loss has been. So be encouraged saints 
of God. The best is yet to be if we 
exercise faith and believe! 

John Angliss  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DAVID RECOVERED ALL 
(A Biblical Principle)  

Recovery: the action or process of 
regaining possession or control of 
something stolen or lost (Definition 
from Oxford Languages). 

There is absolutely no doubt that 
recovery is an important Biblical 
principle throughout the word of God. 
An understanding of this principle is 
imperative to knowing something of 
the will of God and of the mission of 
Jesus Christ when He first dwelt on 
earth.  However, this was something 
the Pharisees and scribes of His day 
struggled to comprehend. When He 
received tax collectors and sinners and 
ate with them, the Pharisees and 
scribes complained, and so He spoke 
to them in parables. He spoke of a lost 
sheep, of a lost coin and of a lost son, 
and of the joy and re joic ing 
experienced in heaven when that 
which was lost is found. And so, 
without question, when those who 
have turned away from God, turn back 
to Him in sincere repentance, heaven 
is glad. It is glad because God’s will is 
done; for He is not willing that anyone 
should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. God then, is very much 
in the recovery business. 

In this way, the events surrounding 
David’s mission at Ziklag foreshadow 
the subsequent earthly mission of 
Christ. Therefore, David can safely be 
viewed as a ‘type’ of the Lord. Even 
the Hebrew word from which the 
name David is derived, means 
‘beloved’ - just as Jesus Christ is 

beloved of the Father. With this in 
mind, a reading of 1 Samuel 30 can be 
clearly seen as a recovery of the lost, 
of those who have been taken and 
captured by the enemy. Moreover, it 
cannot be denied that not only did 
David recover all those ‘who’ were 
lost, but also all that ‘which’ was lost, 
every last bit of it. He recovered 
everything the enemy had stolen and 
more, for David recovered all. 

At this point, I reiterate that it is 
David who is a type of the Lord and 
not we. Therefore, one must stop short 
of a teaching that suggests that it is we 
who defeat the enemy, and we who 
profit directly and materially from the 
spoil of the enemy’s defeat (a teaching 
I have heard given by those who 
preach financial prosperity as their 
gospel). No. if anything, we are 
among that which was recovered, for 
as we are reminded by the words of 
Newton’s Amazing Grace, we once 
were lost but now are found, were 
blind but now we see (salvation and 
the recovery of spiritual sight). 
However, although David’s recovery 
speaks loudly to us of the Lord’s 
recovery of lost man, evidently there 
is indeed more besides. To consider 
further what this may be, let us turn 
for a moment from David, to his 
wives. 

Two Wives 
Ziklag, a city of the Philistines, 

was in David’s possession and there 
he would dwell with his two wives 
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Ahinoam and Abigail. And, just as we 
can learn something from his name, so 
too can we learn from the names of 
his wives. Ahinoam means ‘beauty 
and loveliness,’ whilst Abigail means 
‘the joy of the Father.’ Therefore, 
when we think of Ahinoam, we are 
minded of the church. We understand 
that it is He who makes her beautiful, 
that He might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she 
s h o u l d b e h o l y a n d w i t h o u t 
blemish. When we think of Abigail, 
we think of God’s chosen people 
Israel, the apple of His eye, the joy of 
the Father. So, when considering these 
two women in such light, we see that 
in David being married to both, for 
our Lord they represent two parts of 
one bride, made up of both Jew and 
Gentile. 

Now, many people within the 
Church will point to the fact that to 
this day, ethnic Israel is lost, and still 
awaiting her recovery, if they believe 
she will be recovered at all. But she 
will be, for as Paul assures us in 
Romans 11:26, “All Israel will be 
saved.” However, they themselves 
appear blinded to the possibility that 
the church is also in need of recovery. 
There seems to be a lack of self-
awareness in this respect, regarding 
apostasy. Whilst all can read through 
Scripture of how, long ago Israel 
departed from her original spiritual 
state and position with God, few are 
able to see that something very similar 
has been occurring throughout much 
of the church today. And yet, it must 
be observed from a reading of 1 
Samuel 30:5 that both of David’s 
wives were taken captive, “And 

David’s two wives, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of 
Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken 
captive.” 

Sadly, we must recognise that in 
many ways church has become 
degraded over the years, so that much 
of that which passes for church today, 
is a far cry from the Biblical basis and 
blueprint for a New Testament church. 
Worse still, there are many church 
leaders and nominal Christians who 
simply don’t care. In fact, challenged 
over the authority of the inerrant, fully 
inspired and infallible living Word of 
God, they would rather change the 
Word to suit their worldly lifestyles, 
than change their worldly lifestyles to 
suit the Word of God. It would simply 
take too long and not be at all edifying 
to catalogue here the many, many 
things which concern us regarding the 
state of church today.  

Encouragement 
On a more encouraging note, I 

thank God for recovery. I thank God 
that if the events of Ziklag are 
anything to go by, then all those 
betrothed to be a part of Christ’s true 
bride will surely be recovered. I thank 
God that today, Messianic Jews are 
growing in strength and number, that 
there is a significant and increasing 
number of fellowships made up of 
Jewish believers in Israel. And I thank 
God for organisations such as CMFI 
and others like it; for the remnant 
church wherever it may be being 
made manifest, among every tribe, 
tongue, people and nation, among all 
t h o s e w h o a r e u n w i l l i n g t o 
compromise with the world.  And I 
thank God that in His perfect timing 
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all Israel will be saved. However, the 
Lord has always had a remnant and 
He has chosen to work through that 
remnant. The scriptures make it clear 
that following their exile only a small 
minority of God’s chosen people 
returned to Jerusalem. Yet despite 
being few in number, despite the 
many challenges they faced, the 
superior opposition and numerous 
threats they had to deal with, still they 
erected the altar of burnt offering, 
rebuilt the temple and renewed the 
city walls. And just as the Lord 
worked through the remnant then to 
recover His holy city, so too will He 
work through a remnant today to 
recover His church. 

A s b e l i e v e r s , w e m u s t b e 
encouraged. Wherever in the world 
you may be reading this magazine, we 
have each been reconciled to God in 
one body through the cross. We are 
the church of God which Christ has 

purchased with His own precious 
blood, and as such we are to be His 
wife. To this end, Paul writing in 
Ephesians 5, though he declares this is 
as a great mystery, makes it clear that 
he is speaking concerning Christ and 
the church.  As such, we have this 
wonderful thought. Not only will the 
true church be fully recovered, as will 
all Israel, but whatever the enemy has 
stolen shall also be recovered. For 
when David recovered all that the 
Amalekites had carried away and had 
rescued his two wives, nothing of 
theirs was lacking either small or 
great, sons or daughters, spoil or 
anything which they had taken from 
them. David recovered all.  

Therefore, I pray God, so shall it 
be for us. For our Lord and Saviour, 
our Great God and King, is strong to 
deliver and mighty to save and He has 
recovered all. Amen. 

Ian Huxham 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So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has 
eaten, the crawling locust, the consuming locust, and the 
chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you. 

You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of 
the LORD your God who has dealt wondrously with you; 

And My people shall never be put to shame.  
Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: 

I am the LORD your God and there is no other. 
My  people shall never be put to shame. 

(Joel 2:25-27) 
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CMFI MEMBERSHIP

Membership of CMFI is offered in four distinct categories:
i) Ministerial Membership is for men with a proven ministry as 
defined in Ephesians 4:11.
ii) Associate Membership is for male and female Christian 
workers who do not hold leadership, headship and governance 
positions in church.
iii) Supporters are those who are in agreement with the purpose 
and beliefs of CMFI, and desire to use their particular resources 
to support and promote the work of CMFI.
iv) Affiliations: Church fellowships or Christian organisations 
seeking affiliation with CMFI should contact the CMFI Council 
to discuss terms.

* Application forms and a copy of the constitution will be 
supplied on request.
* Annual subscription fees apply.

email: cmfi@admin.org.uk
Tel:  +44 (0) 1872 263579
www.cmfi.org.uk
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