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Re-digging the Wells 

 For 2018, the CMFI Council was led by the Lord to take the 
title “Re-digging the Wells” as CMFI’s theme for meetings throughout 
the coming year. The Biblical basis for this theme comes from 
Genesis chapter 26 where we find Isaac in contention with the 
Philistines over wells which, while dug by his father Abraham, had 
now been stopped up by the Philistines (Gen. 26:18). Isaac re-dug 
the wells and restored to them the names Abraham had given them.   

 Wells hold an important place in Scripture, and they were of 
course the primary source of essential, life sustaining water for the 
people of the Bible. In a spiritual sense they represent the source of 
the spiritual life which God supplies for His people, a thought taken up 
by Jesus when sitting at Jacob’s well He said, “Whoever drinks of this 
water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give 
him will never thirst. But the fountain of water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water springing up to everlasting life” (Jn. 
4:13,14). It is essential that the water we drink, both in the natural and 
the spiritual, is free to flow to the thirsty, and is free from 
contaminants which would poison the drinker. Applying this to the 
ministry of the church, it is essential that it provides freely, copiously, 
and without taint, the vital truths of God’s word which are able to, 
“make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus” (2Tim. 3:15). Any teachings which compromise, withhold, or 
taint the pure doctrines of the Holy Scriptures can be compared to the 
Philistines stopping up the wells, they are a denial and a 
contamination of truth, they do not bring life, they do not satisfy the 
thirsty soul, and will cause sickness and death. In these days when 
there is so much false doctrine being promoted, when Biblical truth is 
being denied, and many are drinking the poisoned waters of apostate 
ministry, it is vital the true church provides water from the wells of 
sound Biblical truth. CMFI and its members should be those who 
draw pure water from the unstopped wells of Biblical truth, and 
dispense that water to thirsty souls that they may drink, and so they 
may, “prosper in all things, and be in health, just as your soul 
prospers” (see 3Jn. 2-4).                                                Paul Sherbird

And let the beauty of the 
LORD our God be upon us; 

And establish thou the 
work of our hands upon 

us. Ps. 90:17 
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Overseas Co- ordination 

What's in a name?  
Well, in the case of CMFI more than just a few letters. The name itself 
sets out immediately almost everything that needs to be said about the 
way in which our organisation aims to meet it's primary objective (the 
furtherance of the gospel of Jesus Christ), by bringing Christian 
ministers into fellowship across the nations … wherever they may be.  

"Go ye therefore in to all the nations and make disciples… 

Such a commission as given by Christ is, and ever has been, a massive 
one. Certainly, it is far too big for CMFI alone and seemingly impossible 
for us to accomplish. Thankfully however, it is not too big for our God, 
with whom all  things are possible. Therefore, we may conclude that if 
those who received the vision of CMFI being established as a truly 
international body of like minded ministers, really did hear from God, He 
will also enable and empower us to fulfil it in His strength. 

"Not by might nor by power says the Lord of Hosts… 

Following much prayer and considerable discussion, it seems wise to 
me and the Council Of Elders, with which I have discussed my 
thoughts, to make a fresh start to our approach, by attempting to co-
ordinate the combined knowledge and resources we already have 
within CMFI membership. From personal experience, I am keenly 
aware that we have a number of UK members who are already active in 
international ministry, Colombia, D.R. Congo, India, Kenya, Nepal, 
Philippines, Rwanda and Uganda spring readily to mind, to name but a 
few. Furthermore, we not only have active members in many more 
nations, but also ministerial members in the UK who would love to 
become involved in international ministry, but do not as yet, have the 
contacts. 

Two can put a thousand to flight, three ten thousand… 

Part of the blessing of being a member of CMFI can, in this instance, 
also be part of the problem. Our ministerial members are fully 
autonomous and within the confines of subscribing to our Statement of 
Faith and agreeing to operate within the guidelines of the constitution, 
are free to minister wherever they are called to do so. There is no 
requirement to inform the Council where or when. However, without 
desiring to be intrusive, with a little shared information, foresight,  
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CMFI Meetings 

CMFI Regional Day, 
Southeast England,  
Shalford Village Hall, 
Guildford. 
22nd or 29th March (tbc) 
Contact: John Angliss 
0118 9833859 

CMFI Donegal Weekend 
Conference 
April 28th and 29th 
Contact: Willie Dick 
00353 749123975 
email:wdni@hotmail.com 

CMFI Ireland Promotion 
Fri. June 22nd, 9am -5pm 
Carlton Hotel, 
Blanchardstown, Dublin. 
email: 
cmfi@btinternet.com 

Southwest Bible Week 
In conjunction with 
Evangel Church Sidmouth 
August 11th - 17th 
www.rediggingthewellsbibl
eweek.com 

CMFI Annual 
Conference and AGM 
Wed. Sept 12th - Fri 14th 
Action Park Centres, 
Northampton. 
email: 
cmfi@btinternet.com 
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planning and co-ordination, I believe it would be possible to maximise our collective effort. As an 
example, I am aware of particular countries and ministries within those countries, which receive 
little if any practical support or assistance from CMFI, or see any tangible benefit from 
membership. Equally, I am aware of those countries and ministries within, which receive 
considerable support, including finance, from a number of sources associated with CMFI. 
Absolutely nothing wrong with that, but if one truly knew the extent to which any particular ministry 
were already benefiting, might one be inclined to reconsider the deployment of resources, to 
maximise the extent of our efforts to see the gospel preached in all the world?  I think so. 

We have this treasure inside imperfect vessels… 

A concern I have encountered frequently over the years, is the feeling that we in some way, having 
been called of God for the mission, become indispensable. Having been involved myself in 
international missions and ministry for many years, one thing that bothers me greatly is this 
mindset that we too often adopt.  

Overseas ministry is thrilling, exciting, sometimes dangerous and challenging, yet a huge 
adventure with God. As these feelings consume us, we tend to make a part of the mission about 
us. Indeed, there is a wonderful blessing received in our going. However, when God in His 
faithfulness invariably shows up and blesses our endeavours, suddenly even the most humble of 
ministers can begin to feel a  sense of self importance. The mission becomes ours and in some 
way we begin to see ourselves as imperative to its success. So, feeling needed and appreciated in 
a way we do not always experience at home, we keep going. You keep going and unbeknownst to 
you, I keep going also and thus, without communicating and co-ordinating our efforts, between us 
we begin to double up in a particular region or country, whilst others are left without meaningful 
contact. 

Therefore, I believe it will be hugely effective if those actively involved in overseas ministry will be 
prepared to inform Council of the various nations in which they minister and when they intend to 
visit next. Perhaps you can represent CMFI in some way on your next journey and moreover, 
perhaps CMFI can in some way, support you. Perhaps this will save another member from 
travelling to the same country and free up their resources for another, thus maximising our 
outreach. Perhaps there are members who do not have international ministry opportunities 
themselves, who would like to join you and share the burden. And perhaps with some better co-
ordination, CMFI can help to facilitate such things.   

To this end, I hope soon to prepare a very brief and simple questionnaire for all members to kindly 
complete, and this I shall request the Secretary to send to membership by email. Please assist 
when you receive it, by completing and returning it. Perhaps then, we can take our first small step 
to becoming more effective in our vision to be a truly international, Christian ministerial fellowship. 

Ian Huxham; Overseas Coordinator. 
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News from Uk and Ireland Members 

Ministry Trip to DR Congo; 2nd - 12th March, 2018 
 I’ve been invited by Pastor Fred Wakula to visit the church he 
leads in Eastern Congo during the above dates. I’m booked to take off 
at about 5 a.m. from Manchester on Friday 2nd March & arrive in Kigali, 
Rwanda at about 7 p.m. that evening. He plans to meet me there, & 
take me the next day to Bukavu in Congo. I have never been there 
before. 
 Pastor Fred has planned for me two days of seminars on 
‘Leadership’ for his pastors comprised of six one-hour sessions, the 
other days preaching in various churches. I am preparing to speak in 
French which will be translated into Swahili. God is very gracious to me 
in arranging this trip. It took from last September to obtain a visa. I last 
preached in French in about 2004. 
 I can never forget 2005 when ‘in spite of’ a numerically strong 
presence of UN personnel Bukavu was occupied by Rwandan rebels 
who systematically raped every woman & girl they could find. I was 
based in Kinshasa & for a week we stayed indoors as the local young 
men brought the city to a standstill by burning tyres in the streets & 
smashing the windscreens of any vehicles that moved. I was asked on 
local TV to comment on what had happened in Bukavu then. I must 
empathise with these precious people & trust God to speak into their life 
situation. Your prayer partnership will be greatly valued. Needless to 
say, it must be solely by the grace of God that anyone ever recovers 
from rape or abuse of any kind. It's a mere twelve years since what I 
describe above. Such a general abuse together with the ongoing 
instability & threat from competing militias must give a rather special 
context for ministry of the Word. 
John Mellor 

Open-air Witness in London 
Giving out gospel tracts outside Parliament in London, I was approached by a woman who 

asked me if I was lost. I just said no and that I was there giving out leaflets. She explained that she 
had lost her children and needed a phone to find them. I felt bad because I had forgotten mine but 
took her over to my friend who was using his. He phoned her husband first then handed the phone 
over to her. I heard her say turn your backs to the river and walk, Eventually two children came in 
sight about 4 foot tall. We were all relieved and the mother fussed over the children. She readily 
took a Gospel of John. 
Richard Hamblin 
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CMFI Members’ 
Meetings 

7th Ribble Valley 
Family Bible Camp 
Tues. 31st July - Sun 
Aug. 5th. 
A family centred time of 
spiritual rest and 
refreshment. 
Main Speaker: Rev 
John Angliss, 
Contact: Pastor Chris 
Okpoti: 01254 878394 

The Sanctuary 
Conference 
Fri. 31st Aug - Sun. 2nd 
Sept 
Cloverly Hall Christian 
Conference Centre, 
Shropshire 
www.sanctuaryconferen
ce.org 
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Voice of the Voiceless 
Pastor Teerth Sond, based in Wolverhampton, UK, asks us to pray that the Lord would give 

him direction and wisdom as he considers a change in his secular work. Also that his website 
would reach many with its message on abortion and information about the persecuted church: 
www.votv.org 

Report from Rural Lincolnshire 
Ploughing a spiritual furrow in these end times is no easy task, the work here in the town of 

Bourne being a good example.  

The year 2017 was particularly difficult with various challenges wherein as a Pastor you wonder if 
it’s time to “move on” – as Ministers we all experience discouragement and despondency from 
time to time.  Yet our Lord admonishes: 

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (Galatians 
6:9) 

Thankfully through CMFI membership I received sound spiritual advice and encouragement when 
at times I felt like giving up. 

Having weathered the storm I am happy to report that since the turn of the year we have had three 
new couples begin attending church, one couple of which are especially evangelistic. Obviously to 
a mega church such numbers may appear insignificant, but for the remnant Church to witness new 
attendees with a zeal to learn and grow in the Lord is a wonderful thing. 

I covet your prayers dear brethren, namely that more mature believers join our small fellowship 
and come alongside as we move forward with our Lord in this difficult area of rural Lincolnshire.  

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. (Matthew 
9:37-38) 

If you are a struggling co-labourer then “don’t give up” be encouraged … 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  Whom resist 
stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in 
the world. 
But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, establish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 5:6-10) 

God Bless you all  
Jason Wright; Pastor at Bourne Evangelical Fellowship  
www.bourneevangelical.org 
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Report From Bethesda Shalom, Wolverhampton, England 

Greetings all,  

We continue to thank God for all that He is doing amongst us in the little church in 
Wolverhampton. The Lord continues to add to our number bringing in Brethren from near and far 
and is doing a wonderful work of spiritual growth and maturing among us. Many of those attending 
have been in a wilderness for many years and after coming into fellowship, have found it to be a 
great source of spiritual strength and nourishment. I’m reminded of the words found in the tenth 
chapter of the book of Hebrews: “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10:24-25).  

Our heart’s burden as we see the last days upon us is for more prayer. With so many pressing 
needs amongst us, the Lord has led us as a church to come together for half days of prayer and 
fasting. The last time we met in this way was in February and the answers to the prayers offered 
by the Saints have been substantial! As a result, many have been encouraged and look forward to 
the next date, which we have set for the beginning of April. We would greatly covet your prayer for 
us as we seek to be faithful in standing for Jesus Christ in these perilous times.  

This year we have the privilege of being able to organise and host another Sanctuary Conference. 
The dates set are from Friday 31st August – Sunday 2nd September 2018 and the location will 
be Cloverley Hall Christian Conference Centre, tucked away in the corner of North Shropshire. 
The theme for the conference will be “revival”. As one surveys the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries; 
one will see unmistakably, that God saw fit in His good pleasure and sovereign mercy to send true 
authentic moves of His Spirit amongst His people in order to revive them and bring them back into 
spiritual life and fervour. Not only was the church the beneficiaries of this kindness but as the Spirit 
of God overflowed unto the unconverted, God saw fit also to sweep many souls into the Kingdom 
of His precious Son in seasons of great awakening. Who can look upon the spiritual landscape of 
21st century Britain without sensing that something has gravely gone amiss? Apostasy, sin, 
deception and lukewarmness abound and has become the accepted norm among Christ’s 
professing church. Our great burden and prayer as we launch this conference is that God would 
meet with His people again!  

We are pleased to have confirmed two speakers who will be bringing the Word of God; myself and 
a dear Brother from the USA by the name of Brian Long. We are still awaiting the confirmation of a 
third speaker. We would also appreciate your prayers regarding this. For those who may wish to 
attend, more information can be obtained with details on how to book by visiting the website: 

www.sanctuaryconference.org  

May God richly bless you all as you seek to continue being faithful to our Lord.  

Paul M. Williams; Pastor, Bethesda Shalom 

www.bethesdashalom.org 
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Report from John Angliss 
 Ambassador (International) Ministry is now 1 year old and we praise God for the blessings 
and many new doors which have opened up. This has included a short trip to India, an Israel tour, 
a Christian wedding, several PWMI appointments in various parts of the country, taking 2 family 
funerals, and one of a close Christian friend. Also other teaching days, as well as 2 locally and 
sponsored by the Ark Christian Fellowship of which we are now part. Also renewed fellowship with 
many across the country and 4 fellowships where we had never ministered before. We normally 
minister about once a month for Ark Christian Fellowship. We look forward to 2 Summer Bible 
weeks, details of which are below and elsewhere in this newsletter. We hope that as many CMFI 
members as possible can attend these 2 camps one in the southwest and the other in the 
northwest. 
 We are presently in temporary accommodation and will be moving into a new home 2 or 3 
months ahead. Apart from personal contact, we can be contacted on admin@aiministry.org.uk or 
Suite 85, London Street, Reading, RG1 4QD.  Our quarterly AIM newsletter can be sent on 
request on newsletter@aiministry.org.uk. Our new website will be up and running soon as well. 
We have many taped messages, and hope that old cassette ones will be available on CD 
eventually, along with other more contemporary messages on a wide variety of subjects. All our 
past booklets will be updated and there will be other teaching material available ahead. 

Upcoming itinerary. 
• March 11th-10.30 am. Ark Christian Fellowship, Swallowfield Village Hall, Reading. 
• March 17th (Saturday)- 6.30 pm. PWMI at Chartridge Mission Church. “The prophetic UNTILS of Scripture “.(Contact Keith 

Richardson- 01494-7766481 ). 
• March 24th-Saturday 10 am- 4 pm .TEACHING DAY at Swallowfield Village Hall jointly with Jacob Prasch (CMFI member & 

Moriel Ministries). “Judging, weighing and discerning in the body of Christ; The how, what ,why, when and where “. 
• Sunday 1st April.  am & pm. Knockholt Free Church, nr Sevenoaks. (Contact Pastor Sherwin Chase-01959-534732 ) 
• Saturday, April 7th- “Men of Issachar ministries “, Top Barn,, Holt Heath, near Worcester)( Contact-Ann Caulkin-01684-592611). 
• Friday April 13th-  -PWMI-Newport, Isle of Wight.(URC Church). (Contact Richard Salmon-01983-526096. 
• April 15th. ARK Christian Fellowship, Swallowfield, Reading-10.30 am. 
• April 22nd-11am-Sandygate Fellowship, Marlow. (Contact David Ledster-01923-284948) 
• April 22nd 6pm-Chartridge Mission, near Chesham. (Contact Keith Richardson-01494-776481. 
• April28th-29th –Saturday and Sunday. Bethel Christian Fellowship, Letterkenny, Donegal. (Contact Pastor Willie 

Dick-00353-749123975).           
• Saturday, May 4th-Friday, pm, Hephzibah, near Ipswich. Israel and end times. (Contact Ceinwen Wilson-017228-638277 ) 
• Saturday May 12th, 2-.30 pm-Brunel manor, Torquay, PWMI. “ A Jewish Wedding- a picture of the marriage supper of the lamb”. 
• Sunday, May 13th,10.30 am-Evangel Church, Sidmouth.  (Contact Ian Huxham-01395-597265). 
• Sunday, May 20th,10.30 am- Ark Christian Fellowship, Reading. 
• Wednesday, 23rd May. Pm. PWMI Hastings branch. TBC. 
• Sunday, 27th May,10.30 am .New Farm Chapel, Alresford  (Contact-Andrew Fairhead-01962-851299 ) 
• Saturday, June 2nd. 3.30 & 6.30 pm. Blackburn, PWMI at Bethesda Baptist Church, BB2 1XL. (Contact Maureen Fowler-01772 

421819. 
• Sunday, June 3rd-Knowle Green Congregational Church. (Pastor Chris Okpoti-01254-878394) 
• Sunday, June 10th, 10.30 am-ARK Christian Fellowship, Reading. 
• Saturday, June 22nd- CMFI Conference, Dublin. See elsewhere for further details. 
• Saturday, July 7th-Israel and prophecy” meeting-All souls Clubhouse, London ( contact Sally Richardson-07985-577773 ). 
  
• CMFI south eastern  area day at Shalford near Guildford (kind permission of Simon Wyatt-Shalford Village hall) for either 

March 22nd or 29th-10am-4 pm. To be confirmed.If you live in this general area, then please try to come along for a time of 
fellowship, praying for each other and encouragement from God’s word. 

  
Advance Notices: 
• Ribble Valley  (north west England ) Family Bible Camp, 31st July- 5th August. “I tell you the truth-I am the gate for the sheep- 

John 10 v 7 “. Further details-Pastor Chris Okpoti-012454-878394. 
• Saturday, August 11th – Friday 17th August (inclusive). SW Bible week- “Re-digging the Wells” (in conjunction with CMFI and 

Evangel Church, Sidmouth). 
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Spiritual Life: Cornwall, England 
 We much value your prayers for the saints in Cornwall. This most southerly and westerly 
county in England has been targeted by much of the false teachings that are currently doing the 
rounds. Of great concern for us is the way that great numbers of young people are taking on board 
these false teachings, and joining the various churches and groups that promote them. It seems to 
us that we who hold to traditional and Biblical ways of running church (i.e. according to Acts 2:42; 
1 Cor. 12-14; Timothy and Titus) are shunned by the young, and viewed as extremist and out of 
touch with what God is doing. Much of what is being promoted here has its roots in Bill Johnson’s 
Bethel Church, based in Redding, California, it sends its ministers to Cornwall, and ministers from 
Cornwall are heading out to California to be trained there. For those who don’t know about Bethel, 
it has promoted such un-Biblical practises as “grave-sucking” whereby people visit the graves of 
deceased men and women of God, and lay themselves on the graves to receive an anointing. We 
recently learned that they support the use of “destiny cards” whereby an ‘evangelist’ uses a set of 
“destiny cards” to put an enquirer in touch with heaven. Any sound Bible believing Christian should 
be shocked and appalled that such practices, which are occult in nature, are being considered 
Christian, and presented as a means by which God would communicate His blessings. Yet this just 
represents a tiny fraction of the whole, and we are seeing a great proliferation of false teaching in 
the name of Christianity, and things being accepted which have no Biblical support. Who can 
doubt that we are in the days when many are departing from the faith, and giving heed to 
deceiving spirits and the doctrines of demons (1Tim. 4:1). 

 Going back to the young people, it greatly concerns us, and it should be a matter of  urgent 
prayer that the true church is being shunned by them. We know of godly grandparents and parents 
who have walked with the Lord for many years, now effectively ostracised from family life by 
children and grandchildren who profess to be Christian, but who follow the latest fads, and will 
have nothing to do with their doctrinally sound Bible believing family members. Its a very sad and 
concerning state, we expect the world to shun us, but this is by those who claim to be Christian!  
 We are grieved as we see hundreds of young people being deceived by false doctrines; we 
are concerned as we see a decline and diminishing in numbers within the true church, and we 
wonder how it will continue without an influx of young men and women who will take up and bear 
the standard of Biblical truth into the future.  

 “Isaac dug again the wells of water which they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, 
for the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of Abraham” (Gen. 26:18). Would you join 
with us in praying that the sons and daughters of our land will return to the old ways of the fathers, 
that they would understand that they have imbibed the poisonous doctrine of false teachers, and 
that we who do have understanding would be strengthened to maintain our testimony to the truth, 
and so keep alive the flow of the pure water which brings life (Dan. 11:33; Jer. 6:16; Jn.7:38). 

Paul Sherbird 
www.spreadthetruth.co.uk 
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USA 

CMFI - Concerning The Times Ministry update Winter 2017-2018: 

Dear CMFI Brethren, 
 Hello from Indianapolis, Indiana and I hope this quick ministry update finds you doing well 
as I understand that some are dealing with illness and you are in our prayers. 
 We are used to frigid temperatures here in the MidWest, but just after the New Year, the 
temperatures were especially brutal with daytime highs staying below 10’F or -12’C. and night well 
below that. We decided to order survival sleeping bags lined with foil designed to retain and reflect 
body hear back to  the person sleeping inside. We also rounded up a few dozen heavy winter 
jackets, hats, and gloves at discount stores to take to downtown Indy. 
 Throughout January and February we’ve had many opportunities to go downtown and give 
out sleeping bags, Winter clothing, coffee-tea, and Bibles to people living and sleeping outside in 
the frequent sub-zero temperatures. I could share dozens of stories of people we have met and 
some of the conversations that took place. I can tell you I found people laying near steam ducts on 
the sidewalk just to keep from freezing to death. If I could sum them up in a few lines, I will tell you 
that we always give items out in the name of Jesus. I 
learn the individuals name, their situation in life, and I 
always try and direct the conversation toward eternity 
and witness to them.  
 Here is a picture of a gentleman I met named 
Steve. He has been living on the street for sometime 
now. He tells me he knows Jesus as his Savior but is 
struggling to deal with his living conditions now. I was 
able to talk with and encourage him as well as pray for 
him. He received a Winter hat, sleeping bag, and hot 
coffee in Jesus’ name. I met Glen, a Muslim who also 
said he believes in Jesus. I was able to give gloves, a 
coffee, and a sandwich to him. We had the opportunity 
to talk for awhile and I explained to him why the real Jesus of the Bible is not the one mentioned in 
the Quran and that Jesus said in his own words that He was the only way to the Father. He told 
me what I said challenged him and he will think about what we talked about. I praise God because 
some of them have responded to the gospel although others listened politely but I didn’t see any 
apparent response at the time. 
 Other than street ministry, the other primary effort is continued publication of our articles 
focussing on end time Bible prophecy teaching. I see much in the way of either sensationalism 
and hype by some end time prophecy teachers here in the US and on the other end of the 
spectrum, many teachers have ignored end time teaching altogether as though it wasn’t an 
integral part of scripture. I will continue to write articles on end time Bible prophecy rooted in 
evangelism for the unsaved and for discipleship of believers, not withstanding warning some 
leaders to reject the ecumenism, dominionism, and other false doctrine so prevalent here in the 
US. 

Thank you for your fellowship and friendship dear friends, 
Howard Green 
www.concerningthetimes.com 

www.cmfi.org.uk      email: cmfi@btinternet.com                                                                       Page  9

http://www.cmfi.org.uk
mailto:cmfi@btinternet.com
http://www.concerningthetimes.com


[[TYPE A QUOTE FROM THE DOCUMENT OR THE SUMMARY OF AN INTERESTING POINT. YOU CAN POSITION THE TEXT March 2018

Philippines 

From Rev. Robert Dumapias, CMFI Regional Rep., Nabunturan, Mindanao, Philippines 

Last year God opened many doors for my spiritual 
works here in the Philippines: 

1. He opened the door for victims of drug 
addiction.They voluntarily surrender to the 
government to avail of benefit. Almost 2000 
surrender. The government give chance to all of 
them to have a new life by giving them 
counselling and Bible study with pastors. So the 
government give us opportunity to have time to 
share the word of God to the drug addicts. Praise 
the Lord. 
Every barangay [village] in our area have drug 
addicts surrender, so many of them hear the word 

of God and willing to follow Jesus. Every week we have our 
gathering at the gym to lead them to the Lord and counsel 
them. Many are crying, repent of their sin and willing to be 
changed, to God be the glory. We give them also food to eat 
during the seminar. 

2. The Lord open another door of evangelism to the campus 
ministries in the elementary and also high school. Every 
Friday we share the word of God to the school. Many 
student hear the word of God, they happy to have that word 
of God and willing to follow Jesus. 

3. God also opened doors for evangelism to the 
prison, there are 700 in the jail that every mid-
week we share the word of God. Many of them 
follow Jesus. The prison right now have true 
revival happen. Prison is now like a normal 
service in church. 

4. Many follow Jesus and willing to be baptised 
in water. 

 

5. Church planting in 
Tagnokon area. 

Thank you for your 
prayers,  
Pastor Robert Dumapias 
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South Africa 

Dear Brethren, 
I want to first thank all who have been praying with us for the opening of the Bible school here in 
South Africa , Vernon and others who joined in from every corner of the world. Much blessing. 
We started our Lessons on the 19 February, the school has eight students and the three tutors. 
We kindly ask for your further prayers for the providence of God so that tutor’s stipends can be 
met, pray also that those students who are not working would assist in paying as we would want to 
meet our rental obligations and other expenses. 
We envisage to split into 2 classes as we have some who are slow learners and others are fast 
learners. The South African Seminary is underwriting us. 
Of interest is that out of the eight, only 2 want to understand the bible well, whereas the rest are 
having small churches they run in the township. 
The thirst for the word of truth is paramount and we are excited. 
May you all be much blessed. 
In His service. 
Ernest & Minah Chizanga 
Amazing Grace Ministries, Benoni, S.Africa 

 

THE DAILY LIFE OF A LOCAL CHURCH  
(To be more fully expanded later) 

In these last days, so many are trying to re-invent the wheel and come up with various forms of 
church which seem attractive to modern man. We have had everything from “seeker friendly” to 
“church without walls”, G12 to “emerging church” to name a few. It is amazing that the early church 
without all the technology we have very soon impacted the known world and beyond. How much of 
modern church is anything like the early church, or even what the church has been like in REAL 
revival. I heard somebody once say that the early church was the INFANT church and that the 
church today is the MATURE church. May the Lord help us! We need to get back to the Acts of the 
Apostles and the law of the FIRST MENTION. 
  
In the pattern of the first church, upon which we can never improve, there are 3 INITIATORY 
EXPERIENCES and then 4 ONGOING ACTIVITIES. If our churches and fellowships are not 
modelled on these, then we need to repent and return to the Bible pattern. 

3 Initiatory Experiences 
1) Repent; 2) Be baptised; 3) Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2 v 38). This is unpacked 
a little more in Hebrews 6 vs 1-2, which are described as the PRINCIPLES of the doctrine of Christ 
or the FOUNDATION: 1) REPENTANCE from dead works; 2) FAITH towards God; 3) BAPTISMS  
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(plural); 4) LAYING ON OF HANDS; Then in ETERNITY, 5) The RESURRECTION OF THE 
DEAD; 6) ETERNAL JUDGMENT. (NB eternal always means eternal and NOT age-long) 

So, REPENTANCE coupled with faith towards or In God (NOT faith in “faith” or techniques), 
BAPTISMS which includes in WATER and in the HOLY SPIRIT (sometimes involving laying on of 
hands ) shows the simple foundation. It has been cited by many, that the weakness in the modern 
church is lack of repentance. Many feel that inter alia, this is one of the weaknesses of the Alpha 
course for example. This foundation can be more fully explained, but it leads to 4 ONGOING 
ACTIVITIES of the early church which are vital. These are simply shown in ACTS 2 v 42. 
Somebody asked me once “What do you think of the G12 model of the church ?” (originating in 
Colombia). My answer was “What do you think of the ACTS 2 v 42 model?” 
From v 41, we read “Then they that GLADLY received His word were baptised “. When people are 
truly converted, as in every place in the early Church, thy were quickly IMMERSED (not sprinkled) 
in Water. Then “THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY IN (1) THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE, (2 ) 
FELLOWSHIP, (3) BREAKING OF BREAD, (4) PRAYERS. These are NON negotiables in any 
church which claims to be a New Testament church. We must do these CONTINUALLY and 
STEADFASTLY 
  
4 Ongoing Activities 
1) Apostles Doctrine: This the teaching of the apostles, NOT the latest American preacher or fad 
or fancy brought from overseas. It is described in JUDE as “The Faith ONCE DELIVERED unto 
the saints.” It is not just a rigid set of doctrines, although of course there are “non negotiables” in 
the Christian faith with which we must be familiar, but also the process of teaching and being 
taught. See 2 Timothy 3 vs 14-17, 1 Corinthians 14 v 737, Hebrews 6 vs 1-2 and Romans 6 v 17. 
That FORM of doctrine is a “jelly mould” and the jelly sets in the shape of the mould. If we teach 
correct doctrine and truth, then believers will come out in the right shape. “It is WRITTEN” must be 
at the forefront of our preaching. A church without regular Biblical preaching will go astray. “My 
people are destroyed through lack of Knowledge” (Hosea 4 v 6 ). Let’s ensure that our preaching 
is in line with the apostles doctrine. 
  
2) Fellowship:  This is “Koinonia” and means a sharing together. This is the end purpose of the 
gospel, not the means. Fellowship with Jesus Christ and with HIS people. See 1 Corinthians 1 v 9, 
1 John 1 vs 3-4. Most churches are caught up with means (programmes, projects etc.) not ends. 
You cannot fellowship the back of somebody’s neck. In the early church they met in the TEMPLE 
(in the New Testament it was Solomon’s porch), (Acts 3 v 11, 5 v 12) and then in HOMES. Acts 2 v 
46 from house to house and Acts 5 v 42 “daily in the temple and from house to house.” In other 
words, the weekly assembly and then into smaller units in the week. Their fellowship was 
expressed on every level, physical, spiritual, financial, material. They had intimate fellowship with 
each other. Acts 2 v 44, “And all that believed were together and had all things common”. Notice 
how they viewed their material possessions in v 45. See also Acts 4 v 32. “And the multitude of 
them that believed were of ONE heart and ONE soul, neither said any of them that any of the 
things he possessed was his own, but they had all things common”. FELLOWSHIP is the place of  
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spiritual birth. Acts 1 v 14 - The Church was born out of fellowship and the result was Acts 2 v 1. 
Notice the phrase WITH ONE ACCORD in the Acts. 
  
3) Breaking of Bread: The eastern custom = to eat with a person, and this equalled to commit 
oneself in a covenant of loyalty to that person. See Psalm 41 v 9 and the fact that Judas is 
described here. Breaking bread means EATING TOGETHER. See also Acts 20 v 7. From this 
passage and church history, we know that the early church set aside the first day of the week to be 
devoted to the Lord (Psalm 118 v 24 = Resurrection Day - the morrow AFTER the Sabbath). This 
would be climaxed by taking the LORD’S SUPPER and probably the eating together climaxed by 
Communion is what is described in Jude v 12- LOVE FEASTS. What better way to fellowship than 
to eat together around a table and then to climax with Holy Communion. 
  
4) Prayer: Being instructed was their first need. Praying preceded the first outreach. This is the 
PRIMARY ministry of the church. Strangely, the prayer meeting is the most neglected ministry in 
most  modern churches. It is not first of all preaching to the unconverted but prayer, then outreach 
and evangelism. Almost every chapter in the Acts contains some aspect of prayer: from praying for 
the Holy Spirit to come, to an apostolic successor; as an observance, 3 v1 – a SET time of prayer, 
to boldness for witness (4 vs 23-31); linked with the  ministry of the WORD (ACTS 6 v 4) to 
corporate prayer and its amazing power (Acts 12 v 5), just to name a few examples. 

The results of the above four-fold programme: 1) Fear came upon every soul, and many signs 
and wonders were done by the Apostles (Acts 2 v 43);  2) “And with great power gave the Apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; and GREAT GRACE was upon them all (Acts 4 v 
33).     

“Help us O Lord to return to the early church New Testament pattern so that we may see and 
experience the same results in our ministries.” AMEN 

Rev. John Angliss
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Dear CMFI Members,
We trust you have found this edition of the newsletter a blessing, informative, and helpful for prayer. 
It is good to know about one-another, and so build up fellowship with one another, and to do that which 
is so essential in these days - prayer for one another with understanding.
Do please consider how you may contribute in future, and inform your brethren about your ministry, and 
what the Lord is doing with you.

One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts. 
I will meditate on the glorious splendour of Your majesty, and on Your wondrous works. 
Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, and I will declare Your greatness. 

They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, and shall sing of Your righteousness. 
Psalm 145:4-7
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