
Statement Outlining CMFI Response to Disagreements and Controversies Within the 
Body of Christ

From time to time disagreements or controversies and conflicts arise between members of 
the body of Christ, and sadly between ministers and ministries. In CMFI we have 
experienced this, sometimes between our own members, and sometimes between our 
own members and those of other ministries not affiliated.
 
When such issues happen, the Biblical way to deal with these is clearly taught by Jesus in 
Matthew 18:15-17, and of course always climaxes in the local church. When and where 
these steps are not willing to be taken, those parties are disobedient to Scripture, and for 
this they will  have to answer directly to the Lord. One cannot just walk away from this 
responsibility. The local church is the final arbiter on all matters of faith, conduct and 
discipline, and must act according to the word of God.
 
CMFI has on a few occasions lost members because they have refused or declined to 
follow Biblical steps and teaching. Where there is a refusal or unwillingness to submit to 
the Scriptures, there is little further CMFI can do to sort out situations. Some have sought 
to try and put CMFI in place of these clear Biblical steps, and suggest that we are 
somehow responsible for failure to resolve situations, but in doing that they go beyond 
Scripture, and have avoided the Biblical injunctions. We are always open to mediate in 
situations where all parties are willing to submit to the Scriptures, and when all the facts 
are humbly placed before us. The motive must always be to “win our brother” not to 
destroy him or his ministry or take vengeance.
 
Sadly, social media is now being used to air opinions and differences between believers. 
CMFI strongly repudiates such actions and will have nothing to do with such.
 
Where outside parties who are not directly involved in disputes approach us, we will refer 
them to the steps mentioned above, and will not engage with anybody who makes an 
anonymous approach, or an approach from wrong motive.
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